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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LaBourR MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette” :— 

In most industries the state of employment continues goo] and 
‘the improvement of the past few months has been maintained. 

In the 109 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
422,602, making returns, 13,605 (or 3:2 per cen’.) are reported as 
‘unemployed at the end of June, compared with 3°3 per cent. in 
May, and with 5°6 per cent. ia the 86 unions, with a membership 
of 391,371, from which returns were received for June )895. 


Employment in Various Industries.— Coal Mining.— 
The average number of days worked during June by 1,270 
collieries, employing 361,652 ea “mam was 4°58 per week as 
compared with 4°23 in June 1895. The proportion of unemployed 
miners in trade unions in Northumberland and Durham was 1°7 
per cent. at the end of June, compared with 1°8 in May and 3:4 in 
June 1895. 

Iron Mining —At 129 iron minez, employing 16,606 work- 
people, an average of 5°57 days was worked per week during 
‘June, as compared with 5°43 days in June 1895. The number of 
workpeople employed is about 4 per cent. greater than a year 
ago, 

In the Pig Iron Industry employment has again fallen off very 
slightly as compared with the previous month ; it is still, however 
considerably better than a year ago. The iron masters making 
returns had 342 furnaces in blast at the end of June, as compared 
with 346 in May and 299 in June 1895. The number of work- 
people employed at the 342 furnaces was 21,736, or 51 less than 
in May, and 2,134 more than in June 1895. 

Employment at Steelworks continues to improve. At 118 
works included in returns received, 34,105 workpeople were 
employed at the end of June, being 1°6 per cent. more than at 
the end of May, and 13 per cent, more than at the end of June 
1895. 
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At the 86 Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills from which 
returns have been received, employment has improved, as com- 
pared with last month and a year ago, the numbers employed being 
17,146 in June, 16,816 in May, and 16,895 in June 1895. 

Employment in the Tinplate trade has somewhat improved 
during the month. Of the 89 works covered by the returns 
received, 26 are entirely idle, compared with 31 at the end of 
May. The total number of mills working at the end of June 
was 311, or 22 more than at the end of May. 

Employment in the Engineering and kindred trades is still 
good, and the percentage of unemployed union members has 
further fallen from 2°2 per cent. at the end of May to 2°0 per 

- cent. in June, compared with 6°1 per cent. in June 1895. 
In the Shipbuilding trades the percentage of unemployed union 


members is 7°8, compared with 7°7 at the end of May and 11°5 in 
June last year. 
The Building trades continue fully employed, the percentage 


of unemployed in unions making returns being. only 1°5 at the 
end of June, compared with 1-6 in May and 2°5 per cent. in 
June 1895. 

The Furnishing trades are still busy, the percentage of un- 
- employed union members at the end of June being 1:4, compared 
with 1:1 in May and 2°7 in June of last year. 

The Printing and Bookbinding trades remain stationary. The 
_percentage of unemployed union members at the end of June was 
the same as in May, viz.: 4°8, compared with 5:5 in June 1895. 

Employment in the Paper trade has still further improved, the 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of June 
being 3°3, compared with 3°9 in May and 4°9 in June 1895. 

In the Glass trade but little alteration has taken place, the 
percentage of unemployed union members being 14°4, compared 
with 14-1 last month and in April. 

The Leather trades kave improved. The percentage of 
unemployed union members being 3°2, compared with 5:3 at the 
end of May and 2°8 in June 1895. 

Employment in the principal centres of the wholesale Boot 
and Shoe trade continues slack. In the bespoke trade employ- 


ment has been goud. 


In the Tailoring trade employment remains good in the 
bespoke branch in most districts. The ready-made branch has, 
on the whole, been fairly well employed for the time of year. 

Cotton Spinners and Weavers have. on the whole, been fairly 
well employed. 

In the Woollen trade employment is good, but a falling off is 
reported in the Worsted trade. 

In most branches of the Hosiery trade employment continues 


good, 


As regards the employment of Women in the Teztile trades, 
information respecting 465 mills, employing over 85,000 women 
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and girls, shows that 89 per cent. were in mills giving full 
employment during the month, compared with 93 per cent. among 
those for whom returns were received for May. 


Trade Disputes.—The number of fresh disputes occurring 
in June was 95, involving about 11,000 workpeople, as compared 
with 135, involving about 41,000 workpeople in May, and 65, 
involving about 9,000 workpeople in June 1895. Twenty-two 
disputes took place in the textile trades, 20 in the engineeri 
and shipbuilding trades, 18 in the building trades, 11 in the 
mining and quarrying industries, 6 each in the clothing and 
metal trades, 4 in connection with dock, &c. labour, and 8 in 
miscellaneous trades. Of the 83 disputes old and new, involving 
about 16,300 workpeople, of which the settlement has been 
reported, 46, involving about 4,850 persons, terminated in favour 


of the workpeople ; 23, involving 8,732 persons, in favour of the 
employers ; and 14, involving 2,715 persons, in a compromise. 
| 
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Changes in Rates of Wages.—About 43,000 workpeople 
were affected by the changes in rates of wages reported during J une, 
about 40,000 receiving increases and 3,000 sustaining decreases. 
The estimated effect of all the changes was an average advance of 
about 1s. 2d. per week in the wages of the total number affected. 
About 5,000 iron and steel workers, 18,000 workpeople in the 
engineering and shipbuilding industries, and cver 9,000 workmen 
in other branches of the metal trades secured increases. About 
4,000 building operatives also obtained advances. The principal 
decrease affected 1,980 blast furnacemen in the North-West of 


England, 


Army Contracts ANNUAL NoTICcE. 


The Secretary of State for War hereby gives notice that 
tenders for specific quantities of the under-mentioned articles will 
probably be invited from time to time during the next 12 months, 
namely :— 

Accoutrements, bedding, bedsteads (iron), blankets, boots, 
brushes and brooms, bunting, canvas, chain (iron, light and heavy), 
cloth and serge, clothing (made up), cordage, hawsers, lines and 
twines, cottons, earthenware, electrical instruments (submarine 
mining), flags, flannel, flannelette, games (indoor), harness and 
saddlery, hosiery (cotton and woollen), india-rubber goods, lamps 
and lanterns, leather, linens, methylated spirit, oils, sewing cotton 
and thread, spades and shovels, table tops and form tops (deal), 
tarpaulins and sail covers, telegraph cable and wire, tents (making 
up), timber (English and foreign), tinware. 

Manufacturers who may wish to be applied to when tenders are 
required should address the undersigned by letter, stating the 
particular articles which they manufacture, and the names of at 
least two well-known firms or public bodies who have purchased 


from them, and are in a position to certify as to the quality of 
their productions. 
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Applications unaccompanied by references will not be noticed. 
Firms whose names are already on the War Office list need not 
apply, as forms for tendering will be sent to them in due course. 
A. Major, Director of Army Contracts, 
War Office, Pall Mall, S.W., 27th June 1896. 


GuipE Boox To THE Nisn1-Noveorop 

A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of the guide 
book of the Pan-Russian Exhibition of 1896 in Nijni-Novgorod, 
which has been prepared by order of the Imperial Commission, 
confirmed by the Minister of Finance, with a view to rendering 
assistance to visitors to the 16th Pan-Russian Exhibition, and to 
indicate the various objects of interest in Nijni-Novgorod and at 
the great fair. The guide has been published simultaneously in 
Russian, English, French, and German. 


ExuiBiTion OF InpusTriaL AND Artistic Propucts 
IN DRESDEN. 

A despatch, dated 6th July: last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. G. Strachey, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Dresden, with reference to an exhibition of Saxon industrial 
products of the department of “ Handwerk ” and “ Kunstgewerbe,” 
which has been opened in that city. 

The present exhibition deserves the attention of experts for 
the variety of the articles displayed, and testifies to the ingenuity 
and energy of the industrial classes of the kingdom. 

Among the more prominent exhibits may be named the 
following :— 

Furriery, tailors’ and: dressmakers’ goods, millinery, furniture, 
porcelain, stoneware, glass, musical instruments, pottery, stoves, 
metallic wares, locksmiths’ and tinmen’s work, carriages, saddlery, 
leather, jewellery, coppersmiths’ and glaziers’ work, bronzes and 
castings, articles for domestic and agricultural use, marble. 

Special displays have been made by the trade guilds and by 
the Dresden Art Union; also by the Royal Meissen China 


Works. 


Bertin INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 

A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from: 
the Secretary of the International Dress Exhibition to be held at. 
Berlin from 6th to 20th September next, asking that the United 
Kingdom should be represented at the Exhibition, especially in 
the categories of cloth, hosiery, trimmings, and other manufactured. 
goods. 


Tue Frenca ExuisiTion oF 1900. 

A despatch, dated June 20th last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, enclosing copy of the “Journal Officiel ” containing 
text of the law promulgated by the President of the Freneb 
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Republic respecting the exhibition to be held in Paris in the 
year 1900. 

The law fixes the contribution of the state towards the expenses 
of the Exhibition at twenty million francs (800,0001.), provides 
for the emission of bonds, for the conditions under which the 
‘work will be carried out, &c., &c. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION aT ORAN. 

In the months of March, April, May, and June 1897, an 
international exhibition, which will include all agricultural, 
industrial, and manufactured products, will be held at Oran. It 
is not unlikely that an exhibition of art and an educational 
exhibition may be combined with the scheme. All exhibits must 
te in the hands of the directors at latest on the Ist of February 
1897. The director of the exhibition is A. Jeancolas, the 
commissary general C. Labully. 


TENDERS FoR WATERWORKS IN MADEIRA. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Madeira, stating that the 
municipal council of that place has decided to invite tenders for 
the erection of waterworks and the supply of wholesome water. 
A copy (in English) of the specification issued by the council in 
respect of these works may be viewed at the Commercial Depart- 
meut of the Foreign Office any day between the hours 11 to 6. 


TENDERS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF TELEPHONE SysTREM 
at San Juan DE Puerto Rico. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received from 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, a copy of a Spanish 
Royal Order, which has appeared in the Gazette, inviting 
tenders for the construction and working of a telephone system 
in San Juan de Puerto Rico. A deposit of 800 dols. must 
accompany each tender, which will be considered on the 
10th of August next. 

The copy of the Royal Order may be seen on application to 
the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office between the 
hours of 11 and 6. 


FOR LIGHTING IN Mexico. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received from 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Mexico, a pamphlet issued by the 
Municipal Council of that city, containing particulars as to 
tenders which are called for, for the public lighting of the city 
by electricity, and which must be put in by the last day of 
August 1896. 

This pamphlet may be seen on application to the Commercial 
Department of the Foreign Office between the hours of 11 
a nd 6. 


| 
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GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply—1. Waggons; 2. Portable engines. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that Office by Two o'clock 
pm. on Tuesday the 21st July 1896, after which time no tender 
will be received. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


War Office.—Tenders will be received by 12 o'clock noon on 
Monday 20th July 1896, for the supply of made-up clothing. 
Patterns and specifications can be seen and forms of tender 
obtained at the Chambers of Commerce, Bristol and Leeds ; the 
Army Ordnance Department, Montpelier|Hill, Dublin; and at the 
Army Clothing Department, Grosvenor Road, London, S.W. 
Forms of tender can also be obtained at the War Office. 


SaLE oF GRAIN 1n CyrPRus. 


The official “Cyprus Gazette” in its issue of May 30 last, 
publishes the following notification relative to the sale of this 
year’s grain. 

“The government of Cyprus offers for sale the following 
tithe grain of this year’s harvest. all of which will be placed in 
store between June and November :— 


English Bushels. 
Wheat - - - 216,900 
Barley - - - 212,540 
Vetches - - - 24,660 
Oats - a - 40,350 


“This estimate is approximate only. All the stores, with the 
exception of the store at Nicosia, are situated near the sea-shore. 
Samples will be sent for inspection, or they may be obtained 
from the Receiver-Genera]l, Cyprus, who will receive tenders for 
the purchase of any or all of the above.” 


InsPecTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The following inspectors of weights and measures have passed 
the examination provided for in the 11th section of the Weights 
and Measures Act, 1889 :— 

Duce, Jeremiah - - Yorks, West Riding. 
Jones, William Benjamin - Grantham. 


Lea, Measham - - Crewe. 
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IL—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM* 


The total value of the imports into the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British possessions during the month ended 
30th June last was 35,229,255/., as compared with 33,894,5841. 
for June 1895, showing an increase of 1,334,6711, or 3°9 per cent. ; 
and the exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures 
were valued at 20,530,053/., as against 17,800,100/. in June 1895, 
an increase of 2,729,953/., or 15°3 per cent. The value of the 
exports of foreign and colonial merchandise amounted to 
4,668,976, as compared with 5,265,773/. in June 1895, showing a 
decrease of 596,797/., or 11 per cent. 

With regard to the imports for the past month, the classes 
which show an increase in value as compared with June 1895 are 
animals, living (for food), an increase of 124,950/. ; articles of food 
and drink, dutiable, 54,221/.; tobacco, dutiable, 86,637/. ; 
chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning substances, 45,856/.; raw 
materials fur sundry industries and manufactures, 822,841/.; 
manufactured articles, 895,176/.; miscellaneous articles, 33,4841. ; 
and parcel post, 22,053/. The remaining four classes of imported 

s have decreased in value as compared with the corresponding 
period of the past year, viz. :—Articles of food and drink, duty 
free, a falling-off of 90,362/.; metals, 69,389/.; oils, 16,9641. ; 
and raw materials, 573,832/, The most important increase is 
noticeable under the heading of manufactured articles, due 
principally to the net increases in the imports of iron manufactures, 
191,232/.; silk, 146,030/.; and in unenumerated other articles, 
298,413/. The improvement in the value of the imports of raw 
materials for sundry industries and manufactures is also somewhat 
striking, and must be chiefly attributed to the increased imports of 
wood of all kinds, 855,966/.; and caoutchouc, 131,399/.; though 
against these items must be set a decrease in the value of hides 
imported amounting to 156,062/., and of tallow and stearine of 
85,6952. In the category of raw material for textile manu- 
factures the principal articles show a decrease as compared with 
the imports of June 1895, viz., cotton, raw, 192,593/. ; flax, 
123,3831.; sheep or lambswool, 229,566/.; and goats’ wool, 
166,897/.; and these are not compensated for by slight improve- 
ment in the imports of other kinds of wool, and of hemp, jute, and 
silk. The net decrease in the imports of this category amounts 
to 573,832/. 

As regards the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures all the categories (with the unimportant exception 
of a decrease of 315/. in raw materials) show improvement as 
compared with the exports for June 1895—notably yarns and 
textile fabrics, the increase in which amounts to 1,515,068. and 


* See also Statistical Tables pp. 112-113, 
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metals and articles manufactured therefrom (except machinery), 
which have improved 659,334/. Other increases are in animals, 
living, 4,716/. ; articles cf food and drink, 59,605/. ; machinery and 
millwork, 251,752; apparel and articles of personal use, 172,939. ; 
chemicals and chemical and medicinal preparations, 12,4392. ; 
all other articles, either manufactured or partly manufactured, 
18,5117. ; and parcel post, 35,9047. Under exports of yarns and 
textile fabrics, the principal improvement is found to have been in 
cotton piece goods, 955,729/. ; cotton yarn, 208,615/. ; woollen and 
worsted yarn, 121,0112; and woollen and .worsted manufactures, 
55,655/.; slight decreases in the value of other articles of this 
category reduce by 51,984/. only the net increase, which amounts 
to 1,515,0687. Under metals and manufactures therefrom, except 
machinery, iron unwrought and wrought has improved 633,4201., 
the other variations in this class being unimportant. 

Taking now the figures for the six months ended June 30th, 
1896, itis seen that as regards imports, all the classes show marked 
improvement with the exception of articles of food and drink, 
dutiable, and raw materials for textile manufactures, which have 
declined 208,310/. and 857,545. respectively. During this 
period manufactured articles have improved as much as 4,274,0391 ; 
raw materials for sundry industries and manufactures 2,719,704/. ; 
articles of food and drink, duty free, 2,529,112/., and animals, 
living (for food), and metals each over one million pounds. With 
regard to the exports for the half-yearly period referred to, all 
classes of goods, without exception, show an improvement as 
compared with the first six months of 1895—especially yarns and 
textile fabrics, 4,961,374/, ; and metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery), 3,393,172/. 

It has been shown that exports of yarns and textile fabrics have 
increased more than any other article in the half-yearly periods 
under consideration, aud, with regard to the various countries to 
which the exports of British and Irish produce are sent, it may be 
noted that all European countries (except Italy and Turkey) have 
increased their imports of cotton piece goods from the United 
Kingdom, while the exports to China and Japan of the same kind 
of goods have very largely increased, the amount sent to these 
two latter countries having heen valued at 2,771,948/. to China in 
the first six months of 1896 (7,932,855l. in 1895) and 642,3561. to 
Japan (406,/541. in 1895). On the other hand the value of the 
exports of cotton piece goods to Turkey has declined from 
1,745,4781. during the first half-year of 1895 to 1,172,2271. for a 
corresponding period of the present year, and those to the United 
States from 911,645/. to 794,7161. 


i 
. 
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{il.—COTTON CULTIVATION IN THE GAUCASUS* 


Ever since the days of the Kings of Georgia, the cultivation 
of cotton has been carried on throughout Transcaucasia and 
Armenia, and, according to the geographical notes of Bagration, 
flourished especially in the Government of Kutais, in Kaketia 
and the district of Zakataly. 

When the country came under the sway of Russia, this 
cultivation continued to form an important industry among the 
people of the Trans-Caucasus, each peasant proprietor deeming 
it indispensable to fone a portion of his plot under cotton as 
soon as possible, while the Government contributed no little to 
the development of the industry by distributing, gratis, a better 
quality of seed imported from abroad, and by introducing the 
best class of machinery for dividing the cotton-seeds from the 
fibre. 

In Kaketia the populace used to wear cotton clothing woven 
by their women-folk; and in Ordubat (Armenia) the art of 
cotton-weaving was such a profitable one that one-half of the 
population was composed of cotton-weavers who supplied, not 
only the province of Erivyan, but also the neighbouring districts. 

This success was due to the high price of cotton, and the 
low price of different seeds; but in time such a condition of 
affairs was reversed. The textiles fell in value in competition 
with factory-made goods and the seeds rose in price. The efforts 
made by the Government were thus paralysed, and, moreover, 
in the regions where the plant was grown with the greatest 
success ihe soil dried up, spoiling the crops. The chief cause of 
this, according to competent observers, was the diminution of 
vegetation and the deforesting of the land, and the result was that 
the industry became restricted to the province of Erivan, which 
appeared to best fulfil the conditions necessary to its growth and 
prosperity. 

In 1861 the crop amounted to 30,000 pouds (poud = 36 lbs. 
avoirdupois) ; in 1862, to 60,000 pouds; in 1863 this total had 
increased to 150,000 pouds; in 1873 to 273,000 pouds; but in 
1881 the figure fell as low as 42,000 pouds, improving, however, 
to 99,000 pouds in 1884, 

From the above figures it would appear that as soon as Erivan 
found itself competing with American production, its output 
declined ; the fitness of the Erivan soil for the development of 
this industry, however, and the absence of machinery in use for 
separating the fibre and the seed, attracted the attention of the 


* Based on a report of the Italian Consul at Batoum, published in the “ Bollettino 
di Notizie Commerciali.” 
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merchants and manufacturers of Moscow, and cotton was 
the first agricultural product of the Caucasus which drew the 
serious attention of Russian capitalists to that country; in 
consequence, this industry regained not only its highest develop- 
ment in the province of Erivan but again became the most 
remunerative industry (more than the vine, grain, or tobacco) in 
the provinces of Baku, Elisabetpol, Tiflis, and Kutais. Russia 
now imports yearly from 8 to 10 million pouds of foreign cotton. 

Since about the year 1880 one important Moscow house has 
sent thousands of pouds of the best American seed to the 
Caucasus, distributing it everywhere gratis with instructive 
pamphlets on the subject translated into the language of the 
country. 

At first this experiment did not seem to have much effect, but 
in reality it marked the opening of a new era for the industry, 
and it induced the Government to place at the disposal of the 
chief centres of cultivation American cotton gins and saw gins, 
used in the separation of the seed from the fibre ; the workmen 
sent to set them up were, however, completely ignorant of the 
mechanism, and so the peasants preferred to retain their own 
system, though in so doing they ruined the fibre. 

Tn 1885, other prominent firms of Moscow and other towns took 
up the question, establishing in Erivan their agencies, supplied 
with the best machinery of all kinds and the best foreign seed, 
furnishing instruction gratis, teaching the people the use and 
management of the machinery, and placing it at their disposal 
when they became expert at it, and, moreover, buying up all the 
crop either for their own factories or for re-sale. 

A cultivator, for example, who could only get in 20 or 30 pouds 
of cotton, and originally did not know to whom to sell it, had now 
a buyer at hand, with offers also of advances on future crops at 
market prices. 

The peasants thus freed from anxiety as to sales and from the 
heavy preliminary expenses with regard to machinery and trans- 
port, adapted themselves more and more to the new mechanical 
appliances, and endeavoured as much as possible to extend the 
industry wherever the land was found to be suitable. The 
firms above mentioned, finding the soil of the Transcaucasus in 
many parts so well adapted to cotton plantation did not stop at 
Erivan, but endeavoured to induce the peasants in all parts to 
make experiments, at the same time favouring them in every 

sible way, so that while in the year 1884 Erivan produced 
bat 98,920 pouds of cotton, in 1890 this amount had increased 
to 600,000 pouds; for, in the intervening years, nothing but 
cotton was sown in fields that had hitherto produced rice, sesame, 
and other grains and seeds, and even the roads were now trans- 
formed into cotton-bearing land. 

In the Government of Elisabetpol, the cultivation of cotton 


‘had originally been only carried on to a small extent, but 
in 1890, or three years after the first experiments, more than 30 
villages were engaged in the industry, producing 30,000 pouds, 


July 1896.) COTION CULTIVATION IN THE CAUCASUS. il 


as a consequence of the introduction of machinery and the 
gratuitous use of ‘the needful appliances. In 1894 the crop 
reached 108,493 pouds. 

In the Government of Kutais up to 1891 there had been no 
American machinery ; in 1892 four machines were imported by a 
Russian house into the principal centres of production, and two 
presses into Kutais, so that in 1893 this province alone placed 
from 19,000 to 20,000 pouds of cotton on the market. 

The Government of Baku shows a still more pronounced 
development. Thirty years ago cotton was cultivated in the 
district of Dgievat, but for household use only, but a new impulse 
was given the industry in 1887 by Signor Romendik, adminis- 
trator of an industrial society of Posnau, and, owing to his 
exertions, in 1893, the Government of Baku had 300,000 pouds 
of cotton to dispose of as the product of the year’s crop. 

The State, on its side, did its best to second private enterprise, 
lst, by establishing an experimental station at Karais, in the 
Government of Tiflis, the direction of which was entrusted to 
Mr. Taratinoff, a specialist in agronomics ; and 2nd, by increas- 
ing the import duty on raw cotton by 50 kopecks per poud in 
1888, and, further, to 1:20 roubles (gold) (gold rouble=3s. 2d.) 
per poud in 1891, in order to guard against the possible con- 
sequences of the enormous crops of North America, 

The general result of private and State initiative has been that, 
while in 1884 the whole of the Transcaucasian crop amounted to 
98,920 pouds, in 1894 it reached 1,028,493 pouds distributed as 
follows :— 


Pouds. 
Government of Erivan - - 600,000 
Baku - - 300,000 
os Elisabetpol - 108,493 
Kutais - - 20,000 


Taking these results into consideration, and looking also at the 
climatic and topographical conditions of the Transcaucasus in 
relation to the cultivation of cotton, it is impossible not to foresee 
an enormous increase in the industry. The general system of 
cultivation is still quite primitive ; but the population ss been 
gradually accustomed to various experiments in the way of 
rationai cultivation, and for the last 15 or 20 years a nucleus of 
technical agronomists has been formed in the Caucasus, who, on 
leaving the institutions, have applied themselves, according to 
their means, to making experiments on their own ground or on 
that of others. 

Mr. Taratinoft, the specialist referred to, says: “All those 
* parts of the 'Transcaucasus which are situated from 2,500 
“ to 3,000 feet above the level of the sea, and have six or 
“ seven months without frost, are suitable for the cultivation of 
“ cotton, although in the city of Erivan (3,230 feet), and in the 
“ village of Kulpi, district of Surmalin, Erivan (3,600 feet) 
“ cotton succeeds admirably.” 


| 


Be COTTON CULTIVATION IN THE CAUCASUS. [July 1896. 


The plains of the provinces of Kutais, Tiflis, Elisabetpol, Erivan, 
and Baku are situated precisely at the height required, and have 
the necessary atmospheric conditions. The district where the 
season is shortest is, without doubt, Erivan, on account of its 
nearness to the eternal snows of Ararat and Alaghes. In this 
province the autumnal frosts commence sometimes from about 
the 22nd October to the 3rd November, and this makes the 
fibre short, ordinary, and of less value, whereas in Kutaie, on 
-account of the moisture of the climate and the more normal tem- 
perature, it grows longer and more delicate. 

In the Transcaucasus, hitherto, three principal kinds of seed 
have been tried: the Exst-Indian or Persian kind, known in the 
locality as Karakosa, the Sea-island or Marine, and the Sea- 
upland. The first named is the oldest, but is gradually disappear- 
ing in the Government of Erivan, the product being considered 
inferior to the two other kinds. The fibre is the shortest, 
‘roughest, and certainly the dirtiest, and its price per poud is 
always from 14 to 2 roubles lower than that grown from American 


The second kind, Sea-island, succeeds perfectly in the Govern- 
ment of Kutais. This seed yields the best fibre, that is, the 
jongest (two inches), the softest, the most delicate, and as shiny as 
silk ; but it does not flower well, and is liable to lose all its value 
far from the sea coast. Experiments made by Mr. Taratinoff in 
‘Erivan for three consecutive years were profitless, as they also 
‘turned out to be in Tashkend. 

The third variety cr Sea-upland is the best adapted for culti- 
vation in the Transcaucasus, excepting in the Government of 
Kutais. 

Among the different qualities of upland seeds, those which 

ielded the best results from experiments made were the seeds 
of North and South Carolina, ‘Tenessee, Virginia, and Mussira 
or Arkansas, because from countries nearer to the north and 
-similar in conditions of climate to the Transcaucasus. The seeds 
of southern countries, such as New Orleans, ripen later and are 
more subject to the frost. In Elisabetpol the average crop from 
American or Tashkend seed is 16 or 17 pouds per dessiatine 
(dessiatine = 2°7 acres), and from Karakosa seed, from 14 to 
.25 pouds, Not all the land is suitable for the cultivation of 


cotton. It has been found that a clayey or marshy soil, or one 
with a too luxuriant growth of vegetation is not good, as the 
cotton becomes choked and never produces a good crop. On the 
ather hand, excellent results are obtained from light soil free 
from growth, or soil rich in lime, organic matter, &c. Where 
the land hes to be irrigated, as in the Eastern Transcaucasus, 
level ground should be chosen, but when seed is sown in places 
where there is plenty: of moisture, as in Kutais, it is necessary to 
select localities more or less elevated. 

The proper time for sowing is important, and it is very 
difficult to determine the exact moment when tke frosts cease 
and the great heat of the Transcaucasus commences. 


‘seed. 
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The transition from spring to summer is generally a very rapid 
one, and this period of transition varies according to the province. 
It appears, however, that the Caucasian peasants follow a certain 
scientific rule in this, for amongst the causes of a bad harvest, a 
too early or too late sowing has never been mentioned. 

In Kutais, where the frosts finish about the end of February 
or the beginning of March, the sowing is done from about the 
25th March to the middle of April (old style); in the Govern- 
ments of Erivan, Elisabetpol, and Baku, where the frost is more 

rolonged, it is always from the lst to the 20th April (old style). 

nthe Governments of Kutais and in the district of Lenkoran, in 
the Government of Baku, periodical showers furnish the soil with 
an abundance of moisure; but in Erivan and Elisabetpol, Baku, 
and Tiflis, all development of agriculture is due to artificial 
irrigation. And yet, after centuries of use, and although it is 
employed with discrimination in the cultivation of the vine and 
other crops, the peasants do not know how to employ it in the 
case of cotton; having come to consider irrigation as a remedy 
for all atmospheric evils they abuse it beyond measure, and have not 
yet learnt that the ills they are combating are really due in most 
cases to the want of proper ploughing and digging, to incomplete 
weeding, and to a faulty system of manure. 

The cost of production per dessiatine (27 acres) varies from, 
40 to 80 roubles, or on an average about 60 roubles. The crop 
of cotton varies from 10 to 30 pouds for every dessiatine planted. 
The price per poud isas variable. From 1890 to 1893 it was 
8 roubles, in 1893 it fell to 7 roubles, and in 1894 to 5-6 
roubles. 

In the Government of Erivan, in the period 1887-1891 the 
average crop was 20 pouds per dessiatine at a price of 8 roubles 
per poud, and the average cost of production (not including cost, 
of seed) was 75 roubles ; the return was therefore about 85 roubles 
per. dessiatine. 

In addition to the cotton fibre there is the seed, and, on an 
average, 50 pouds yield 20 pouds of cotton. Hitherto in the 
Transcaucasus the seed has been sold to private persons at the rate 
of 20 kopecks per poud, and it is used, as in Erivan, as food for 
cattle, while in America the oil is first extracted, and only the 
residue used as food for cattle; and it is found to be an excellent 
nutriment for meat as well as milk, on which account, according 
to the Americans, the profit from the seed is as great as from the 
yarn. 

From statistics given, it would appear that the day is not far 
distant when Russia will be freed from the necessity of importing 
raw cotton from abroad. 
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IV.—ENGLISH INDUSTRIES AND GERMAN 
COMPETITION. 


(From an American Point of View.) 


‘The following extract from a recent report of Mr. J. C. 
Monaghan, United States Consul at Chemnitz, may be noted as 
showing the American view of the question of German compe- 
tition with English industries. 

“ Germany’s capacity to compete with England is not due, as 
has been generally supposed, to cheaper labour, but, as watchful 
observers have believed, to superior technical training. This, 
England has had to admit, She saw Germany and Belgium 
beating her, not only in men parts, but inside her own gates. 
Under these conditions, the British Iron Trade Association felt 
itself called upon to get at the causes of this seeming anomaly. 
It sent out expert agents, equipped with passports, letters of 
recommendation, &c., ostensibly to look into the labour question, 
but really to examine the iron industries of Belgium and Germany. 
The investigation revealed the fact that German success was due, 
not to cheap lahour, but to ‘superiority in skill and technical 
training.’ This was the report of last October. A recent report 
not. only confirms this, but bases England’s incapacity to com- 
pete with the Empire and Belgium on the fact that her freight 
rates are too high; they are twice as high as in Germany. 

« «The power of the railroad companies,’ says the report, ‘ is 
* responsible for the fact that the English iron trade has had to 
* yield to its continental adversaries (I translate from the Ger- 
‘ man), and this in spite of its great natural advantages,’ ‘ The 
report,’ says the German writer quoted, ‘neglects, possibly 
. bigots, the fact that all the English ironworks are much more 
‘ favourably situated as to railroad facilities than are most of 
‘ those in Germany. This is especially true in the matter of 
iron for export. It is claimed in the report that Belgium pays 
less wages than England, but this is not claimed in regard to 
Germany. In the Empire, it is admitted in the report, the 
wages are scarcely any lower, but in many cases, namely, in the 
Rhineland and Westphalia, they are higher than in England. 
* It is due, in the first place, to the better disciplined, organised, 
* and technically trained labourers of Germany, the intelligent 
* direction, economical working of the machines, and the superior 
* education of the engineers; and, secondly, to the care of the 
‘ labourers in case of old age, sickness, or accident, by the 
‘ numerous funds, and to the energy and enterprise of German 
‘ merchants in seeking new. places in which to make sales.’ 
~ “This, freely translated, is the language of England after a 
most careful investigation. After finding the facts, she has had 
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the courage to convey them, not only to those more specially 
interested, but to the public. Of course, Germans are rejoicing. 
They see in this tribute to their siill, concessions to their capacity 
which will be worth a great deal to their agents. 

“German workmen are so trained as to know not only what to 

do, how to do it, but why it is done. The schoolmaster has been 
abroad. The technicai schools have neglected nothing. Manu- 
facturers here and in England have been compelled to admit the 
advantages of a system such as has obliged the employers of 
labour in the Empire to see that their apprentices attend the 
Fortbildung (further developing) school at Jeast twice in each 
week. England is waking up to the need of introducing such 
schools into her system. 
_ What is true of the iron industries is true also of textiles. 
Chemnitz has obtained for herself a place amongst Englarid’s 
most formidable competitors. Her glove and hosiery makers 
send millions annually to London and Liverpool for transmission 
to foreign parts and to every commercial centre in England for 
home consumption, Saxony is sending England, and those who 
formerly bought from England, all kinds of textiles, Even 
machinery made here is finding its way to India and England, 

“For six years England and Scotland have furnished the world 
with the long stockings worn in games like golf and by bicyclists. 
. The machines for making these stockings are and have been 
made in Chemnitz by the hundred to be sent thence to all parts 
of the British Empire. One firm in Markersdorf, near Chemnitz, 
sent something like 250 such machines to England last year. 
Houses in Chemnitz have begun to make golf stockings similar in 
style, but much lighter than those made in England. They are 
rapidly finding favour with American buyers. It will be only a 
short time when most of those bought for the American market 
will be made in Germany. It is facts like these that are furnishing 
England food for reflection.” 
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V.—GERMAN ENTERPRISE IN THE EAST. 


According to a recent report of the United States Consul at 
Chemnitz, the first number of a new paper, entitled the “ German 
Industrial Advertiser,” in the Japanese language, has appeared. 
It is hoped that itsis to be the beginning of a new era with not 
only the trade of Japan, but with all Eastern trade. It is, it is 
said, to be followed by books, pamphlets, and papers in Chinese and 
other oriental languages. The first number deals with German 
houses making machines, iron and steel ware, &c.; the second is 
to take up, in addition, chemicals, textiles, glass, paper, all kinds 
of writing materials, optical articles, firearms and firearm supplies ; 
the third is to be filled with the names of all kiads of first-class 
German houses, with editorial articles relating thereto. The suc- 
ceeding numbers are to come out in such order and at such times 
as will be indicated by the German consulsin Japan. These papers 
are to be sent direct to Japanese merchants, chambers of commerce, 
industrial unions, guilds, and engineers and manufacturers of all 
kinds ; also to officials, clubs, and to all Japanese who have visited 
or studied in Germany. ‘They are to be placed in the reading 
rooms of hotels, railway stations, &., wherever the Japanese 
assemble or find time to read, and they are omnivorous readers. 
The first number of a similar paper in Chinese is to appear in the 
early summer. This, too, is to contain the names of leading and 
reliable German houses. 

The importance of such works as supplementary to the efforts 
of consuls, agents, and others interested in extending German 
trade is beyond estimate. The cost is enormous, for both 
languages are made up, not as is the English or the German 
language, from alphabets, but from characters, of which, in the 
Japanese paper referred to above, no less than 5,000 distinct 
characters had to be used. The most interesting feature, and, all 
thiugs considered, the most important thing connected with this 
enterprising effort to extend German trade, is the fact that the 
paper was put together and the type set by young Germans 
trained in oriental languages in the schools of Berlin. 

Japan aud China are to be assaulted in such manner as to 
make resistance almost impossible. The cry to “come over and 
show your wares,” issued time and again by German consuls in 
the East, is answered at last; they are going. The oriental 
world is to get as good a picture of Germany’s powers and 
capacities as it is possible to put in so small a space as lies 
between the covers of a readable book. Agents who come back 
from Japan and China deliver lectures before the commercial 
clubs and unions of Germany, and urge the merchants to make 
great efforts now, in the inning, for the opening up of 
extensive trade relations with the East, picturing the possibilities 
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in Germany’s favour, and counselling, among other things, the 
mastering of the oriental languages, especially Chinese. 

The enterprise and energies displayed in Germany are 
endless. A few weeks ago, the Crefeld Chamber of Commerce 
urged the chambers of Aix la Chapelle, Elberfeld, and Gladbach 
to take part in a joint expedition to Eastern Asia, the object of 
which is to open up its provinces to German trade. In 1894, 
the North German Lloyd carried 37,374 tons (of 2,204 lbs. each), 
worth 45,222,000 marks (2,261,100/.). Germany's share of 
this was 21,956 tons, worth between 16,000,000 and 17,060,000 
marks (850,000/.). The chief articles of Eastern export 
are silk, silk waste, tea, wool, cotton, skins, furs, nutgalls, 
tin, copper, oil, tallow, tobacco, and spices. These are things 
Germany can hardly hope to produce, and yet they are staple 
necessaries. Hence, the need to find favour for her own products 
among the people by whom they are produced. The importance 
of the vast continent that comprises India, China, Japan, Korea, 
&c. cannot be over-estimated. It comprehends almost half the 
earth’s population, and fields fertile in articles indigenous to its 
climate alone. To German residents in the far east, who lie 
nearer to Asia by many thousands of miles than do the Germans, 
these efforts must mean a great deal. What is possible to 
Germany should be more than possible to them. The ends to be 
attained will more than justify any and every effort they are 
willing to make. Once German wares have won their way to 
favour among nations so enterprising as the Japanese and so 
skilful as the Chinese, they will hold it against all comers, 
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VI.—THE COAL TRADE OF GERMANY. 


Mark = ls. 


A despatch, dated June 17 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Martin Gosselin, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
@’Affaires at Berlin, enclosing a memorandum containing the 
following information on the coal trade of Germany :— 

The average prices of lump coal in Lower Silesia (Breslau) 
rose from 9°9 marks per ton in 1886 and 7 to 12°6 marks in 1893, 
1694, and 1895. In April last the same price was yuoted. 

In Westphalia (Dortmund) the price of lump coal was 6.7 in 
1886, rose to 12:9 in 1890, and fell im 1893 to 8-2. In 1894, 
1895, and.April last the price was quoted at 9.00. The average 
price of English coal at Dantzig off ship was 12°3 marks in 1886, 
15°4 in 1889, 19°7 in 1890, 13°3 in 1895 and was quoted at that 
price in April last. 

‘The April prices are given below, 

The consumption of coal in Germany has increased since 1890 
from 90 to 100 million tons, and the production from 89 to 98 
millions. The exports increased from 9 to 10 millions and the 
imports haye increased from 10} in 1890 to over 12 millions in 
1895, including 7 millions soft coal from Austria. 

Of the total imports of hard coal in 1895 (over 5 millions) 
aearly 4 millions came from England. 

The total export of German coal during the year 1895 was 
over 10 million tons; viz, to Belgium, 782,000; to France, 
577,000 ; to Holland, 3,457,000 ; to Austria, 4,880,000 ; to Russia, 
199,000 ; and to Switzerland, 749,000. 

The import of foreign coal amounted to over 5 million tons, 
of which 3,972,000 came from England, 507,000 from Belgium, 
and 554,000 from Austria. Austria also imported into Germany 
7 million tons of soft coal (Braun Kohl). 


The prices of coal were, in April, as follows :— 
Per Ton of 1,000 Kiios. 


Marks. 
Berlin : 
Westphalian for gas, mixed, through-and- 
through - - - - 20°25 
Upper Silesian lump close-burning coal - 18°75 
Lower Silesian - - - 20°00 
Breslau : 
Upper Silesian for gas - - 8:60 
Lower Silesian average for all sorts - 12°60 
Dortmund : 
Lump coal for export - - - 900 
- - - 800 


Rough coal 


; 
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‘Per Ton of 1,000 Kilos. 
Marks. 
Dusseldorf : 
Open-burning coal - - - 8450 
Close-burning coal - - - 750 
Gas coal - - - - 10°50 
Westphalian nut col - - - 1573 
Prima West Hartly steam - 12:70 
Sunderland nut coal’ 13°25 
Berlin: 
Dantzig: 
English Blacksmiths’ coal - - 13:34 
Scotch machine lump coal’ = - 11°34 


A general rise of from 25 to 50 per cent, per ton in German. 
coal is anticipated. 

The attempt of the Stettin merchants to obtain from the 
Government a reduction of the rates on the lines leading from the. 
Silesian mines to the head of navigation, led to a statement of the 
objects of the Government in making the original reduction on. 
the freights to Stettin, 

According to this statement made in the House of Deputies by , 
‘the Minister of Public Works, the Government determined to, 
allow the reduced preferential tariff on Silesian coal for export 
vid Stetiin to apply to coal for consumption in Stettin itself. 
The reason of this step was the competition of English coal which, 
as it appeared, had been making its way inland and underselling _ 
the native product even in districts far from the coast.. A petition. 
was subsequently received from the Stettin Chamber of Commerce, 
asking the Government to make a corresponding reduction on 
freights on Silesian coal to the point where water carriage begins 
(Breslau) in order to enable the water-way to compete with the — 
railway. The request was referred to the local state railway 
authorities who, after consideration, refused the reduction asked: 
for. The object of the former reduction had not, they said, been 
to outbid the rival route by water, but simply to widen the market 
for domestic produce and to underbid the foreign importer. If 
the water-way suffered, it must be remembered that the State had 
spent large sums on improvements, and ships from 3 to 400 tons: 
could now come up to Breslau. When the new inland port of 
Kosel was opened for. traffic, it. would be found that the. freights 
to ali points on the Oder, Spree, or Havel would be reduced by 
the amount or nearly the amount now asked for. Moreover it 
was to be remembered that the advantages of the preferential 
tariff were restricted to Stettin and the small surrounding district 

while the water-ways had a far larger market to supply. 
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VII.—THE PORT OF DELAGOA BAY.* 


Delagoa Bay is an excellent natural harbour, in fact, the. only 
one on the coast of East Africa between the Cape and Mozam- 
bique, but it is dreaded by shipmasters whose vessels are consigned 
there, and local merchants have become so disheartened at the 
difficulties placed ia their way, that many have recently given up 
importing goods on their own account, preferring to buy locally 
from those who still elect to incur the many risks. It is simple 
enough to show what some of these risks are, and to explain why 
shipmasters dislike Delagoa Bay as a port. 

Delagoa Bay possesses natural advantages as a harbour, but 
those advantages are considerably discounted by the existence of 
many and dangerous reefs. These reefs, or those of them near 
the channels, were at one time buoyed, but one by one the buoys 
have been washed away, so that the approaches to the harbour 
are daily becoming more difficult of access, as in no instance has 
a single buoy been replaced. The harbour proper, within the 
port limits of Lourenco Marques, is just inside the mouth of the 
English River, and there is ample accommodation for a large 
fleet. Twenty to thirty steam and sailing vessels are frequently 
seen anchored in the river, but to attain this magnificent harbour 
a ship has an intricate and difficult channel of 24 miles to navigate. 
On entering Delagoa Bay, Myaack Island is first sighted, and as 
this is high land with a high bluff cape at the north-east end, and 
with an imposing lighthouse on the promontory, the first thought 
is that all dangers are over and the voyage at an end. Buta 
glance of the chart shows that stretching in a long line to the 
northward of Cape Myaack are a number of shoals extending 20 
miles to the main land, with narrow navigable channels between 
the reefs, the channel generally used being either Cockburn or 
Hope Shoal channel. Both these reefs are supposed to be marked 
by buoys, but such indications of dangerous ground are looked for 
in vain, and the ship’s course has to be altered more southerly in 
order to pass the line of reefs through some channel. Even when 
at anchor in English River a captain’s troubles are not at an end 
for he may find that the Custom-house is so blocked with cargo that 
he must not expect to land more than 50 tons of cargo a day; 
add to this that the charge for labour is excessive, the port 


. charges are heavy, and provisions are at famine prices, and one 


ceases to wonder why the average shipmaster hates the sight of 
Delagoa Bay. 

It would naturally be supposed that with an approach abound- 
ing in dangers the port authorities of Delagoa Bay would 
maintain an efficient staff of pilots, but such is not the case: there 
are no pilots, and captains of vessels are obliged to oy aM an 
intricate channel, rendered more difficult by the absence of buoys, 
without assistance, so that it often happens that a ship travels 
thousands of miles in safety with a valuable cargo and comes to 
grief on one of the outlying shoals of Delagoa Bay when near her 


* «Times of India.” 
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journey’s end; and not only much valuable property, but many 
lives have been lost in the immediate vicinity. 

The Custom-house at Lourengo Marques is far too sma!l for the 
requirements of the port, and as there are no branch offices or 

downs, the road in the immediate neighbourhood is completely 

locked, day after day, with cases, bales, bags, casks, and ironware ; 
goods are examined by the officials out in the open, and the opened 
packages are left at the mercy of thieves and expcsed to changes 
of weather, until the consummation of the regulations enables 
the consignee to take delivery ; it frequently happens that a whole 
consignment is ruined before it passes into his hands. Then there 
are only two landing jetties, at one of which, the Railway Pier, 
nothing but machinery and heavy packages for the railway is 
allowed to be discharged. The other is the Custom-house Pier 
and on it are three small cranes altogether inadequate to cope 
with the traffic, Recently, for instance, there were six steamers 
in harbour all flying signals for empty lighters to take away their 
cargo, and, at the same time, alongside the Customs Pier were 
15 lighters waiting to be discharged, more than two days’ work 
for the three cranes, so that some of those steamers would fly 
that signal on that particular day in vain. 

With euch a system of working as this, it is not surprising that 

erishable cargoes after being brought so far, deteriorate before 

ing landed and passed through the Customs as to, be unmarket- 
_ able, but importers of fruits and vegetables are fully aware of the 
many risks and are prepared to take their chance of them. It is 
when great losses are sustained through damage to cloths, piece- 
goods, cottons, and other bale and case goods, through the arbitrary 
action of Customs’ officers, that the merchants most complain, 
but they have no redress: they are informed that the officials only 
act according to law and do nothing beyond their duty. 

These things being so, it ceases to be a source of wonder that 
many merchants find themselves unable to cope witi the difficulties 

laced in their way by the port regulations, and prefer to buy 

ocally rather than import themselves; the heavy losses at 
the Custom-house compel importers to increase their charges to 
local buyers, and this, in a great measure, accounts for the famine 
prices ruling there. 

Most of the merchants at present importing, and others who bave 
ceased to do so, have decent godowns, Could not the Portuguese 
authorities be persuaded, if the matter were put before them by the 
Governments interested, to allow consignees to have their cargoes 
taken direct to their godowns, accompanied by an officer of the 
Customs, who would there examine and pass the goods, if in order, 
or put an official seal upon them if not? There would certainly 
be fewer attempts at smuggling, the work of the Custom- house 
would be accelerated, the streets would cease to be blocked, the 
importer would have less cause for anxiety, and, most important of 
all, the consumer would feel the benefit in a diminution of prices. 
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VIII.—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF CHINA IN 1895. 


In the introduction to his report on the foreign trade of China 
for the year 1895, recently issued by the China Imperial Mari- 
time Customs, Mr. H. Kopsch, Statistical Secretary, states that, 
happily, neither the war with Japan, which was declared 
Ist August 1894 and terminated on the signing of the treaty 
of Shimonoseki on the 17th April last, nor the riots and 
degeictnde in certain provinces, seriously affected or interfered 
with trade, which was remarkably active and prosperous through- 
out the year. The right to import machinery, conceded by the 
new treaty, gave an extraordinary impetus to industries, especially 
cotton spinning and weaving, in which enterprise Chinese and 
foreigners have now invested much capital. Cheap Jabour and 
raw material are abundant, and, with the continuance of the 
advantage which the East enjoys by the fall in the gold price of 
silver, there is every prospect of China becoming a most 
important manufacturing country, which will lead to a keen and 
formidable competition in textiles between East and West. Of 
money there was a plethora: interest on advances was reduced 
to 6 per cent. pk on. deposits to 4 per cent. per annum. 
Sterling exchange fluctuated over 11 per cent., and ranged from 


2s, 84d. to 3s, 02d. per Shanghai tael for demand drafts. The 


occupation of the port of Newchang by the Japanese in March 
led to a brief suspension of trade with that mart; it was, 
however, resumed in summer, but the demand for imports was 
reduced, while for the staple export of Manchuria, beans and 
beancake, intended for shipment abroad, there was such a 
deficiency that the tonnage employed in the transport of this 
freight fell off by 37 per cent. as compared with the figures of 
1894. However, notwithstanding the disquieting effect of war, 


the logs of revenue sustained, and the dislocation of the Liaotung. 


traffic, the returns, both fiscal and statistical, of the foreign trade 
of China, exhibit very satisfactory results. 

Compared with the collection of 1894, the gross receipts for 
the year, Hk. Tis. 21,385,000, show a decrease of Hk. Tls. 
1,138,000. This deficit is fully accounted for by the fact that 
the Newchwang Custom-house, whose annual revenue averages 
half a million taels, yielded nothing during the Japanese occupa- 
tion of that port, and on the cession of Formosa to Japan in 
June the two Customs offices in that island ceased to function. 

Taking into consideration the gloomy outlook and adverse 
influences prevailing during the early part of the year, the 
statistics of the foreign trade of China show admiravle results. 
More merchandise entered and left the ports than in the 
preceding year, showing an aggregate increuse in the value of. 
imports and exports of 24 millions, and although, as explained 
below, a large share of this gain is merely statistical, there has 
been a genuine improvement and expansion in trade with both 
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Western and Asiatic countries. Steadier exchange favoured 
business with gold-standard countries, while a large demand for 
coal, ginseng, matches, seaweed, and refined sugar, added to the 
scarcity of rice in Kwangtung and Fubkien, made good by 
imported grain, sweiled the value of trade with countries adjacent 
to China. Since the East has now entered into competition with 
the West in supplying China with textiles, additional entries have 
been made in the list of imports under the heading of cotton 
goods, to enable future comparison of the share taken by Oriental- 
made cottons in the piece-goods trade with China. 

The total value of the foreign trade of China for the past five 
years is shown in the following table :—- 


i] - 
Year. Net Imports.* Exports. H Total. 

Hk. Ts. Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. 
1891 134,003,863 100,947,849 234,951,712 
1892 135,101,198 102,583,525 237,684,723 
1893 151,362,819 116,632,311 267,995,130 
1894 162,102,911 128,104,522 290,207,433 
1895 171,696,715 143,293,211 314,989,926 


Norse.—The above items do not include the values of goods carried coastwise, nor 
do they comprise the whole extent of the foreign trade, inasmuch as vessels of 
Chinese type, which are not within the control of the Foreign Customs, ply between 
foreign and Chinese—both treaty and non-treaty—ports. The statistics of the year 


1895 include the values of imports from and exports to Corea. 
Imports.—The net value of the import trade of 1895 exhibits 


an increase of over nine and a half million taels, but it is necessary 
to observe that the gain is more apparent than real, as, in conse- 
quence of the occupation and acquisition of Chinese territory by 
Japan, quite seven million taels, representing the value of coast- 
wise traffic formerly credited to domestic trade, have been 
transferred to the foreign division. The marked falling off which 
characterised the opium trade of 1894 has not been arrested, but, 


on the contrary, shows a still more conspicuous decline, and 


apparently from the same cause given in last report in explanation 
of this retrograde movement, namely, restricted production in 
India greatly enhancing prices, and thus curtailing demand at all 
the ports, combined with the improved quality and cheapness of 
native drug. Of Malwa, Patna, Benares, and Persian opium, 
only 51,306 piculs were landed, being 11,819 piculs less than in 
the previous year. By a singular coincidence, this deficit corre- 
sponds closely with the total shipment—11,779 piculs—of native 
opium from Chungking, in the province of Szechwan, for 
distribution amongst the ports, though this quantity is only a 
moiety of what leaves that westernmost port by other routes and 
conveyances. From Mengtsz, in Yunnan, 603 piculs were 
exported to Tonkin, and small shipments of Szechwan drug have 


* Net imports, i.e., the value of the foreign goods imported direct from foreign 
countries, less the value of the foreign goods re-exported to foreign countries during 
the year. 
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been made to the Straits. A decade ago the amount of Indian 
opium landed at Hongkong for consumption in China reached 96,164 
iculs, and, in 1886, 67,800 piculs passed through the Custom- 
coaien, whereas 51,306 piculs satisfied the requirements of 
consumers during the year under notice. There is a iarge 
increase in the importation of morphia, which indicates a greater 
use of so-called anti-opium pills and that indulgence in morphonism 
is spreading. To Western manufacturers of textiles the year’s 
statistics will prove encouraging, for, despite the appreciation in 
the silver cost of goods, the demand for staple cottons has 
improved, particularly in the case of grey shirtings (which 
advanced by 548,000 pieces), T-cloths, and English sheetings. 
But to determine whether the trade has really developed con- 
currently with enhanced prices, the enormous consumption of 
yarn, and the opening of new markets, it is necessary to compare 
the total offtake of principal cloths during the first and second 
half of the decade, and the result shows that in the aggregate 
there has been a significant decline in the importation of the 
cottons specified hereunder :— 


1886-90. 1891-95. 
. Pieces. Pieces. 

Shirtings, grey - -| 29,836,000 26,973,000 

white - - - 11,930,000 11,213,000 
T-cloths - - -| 10,851,000 8,709,000* 
Drills, English - 1,742,000 1,117,000¢ 

American - - 2,802,000 3,156,000 
Sheetings, English - - 3,093,000 3,440,000 

» American - - - 6,359,000 6,276,000 

Total - -| 68,613,000 60,884,000 


In woollens, such as camlets, Jastings, long ells, and blankets, 
there has been a slightly better demand, probably due to military 
requirements ; but trade remains stagnant, and the figures of | 
the year’s importations are still far below those of the middle 
of the decade. 

No trade seems to have suffered more from the rise in the 
silver price of gold than that in metals, and the year’s statistics 
do not exhibit any recovery from the prevailing stagnation. 

In 1891, when the Haikwan iael averaged 4s. 1ld,, the 
aggregate weight of all kinds of metals demanded by this market 
reached 2,206,000 piculs, but, under the influence of low exchange, 
the total quantity landed has dwindled to 1,550,000 piculs in 
1895. Importations of iron of all descriptions—-bar, hoop, wire, | 
pig, and old scrap—amounted in 1891 to 1,726,000 _piculs, 
te at present high prices 1,071,000 piculs fulfilled the 
requirements of the year, For old scrap iron, which always 


* Includes 1,415,000 pieces Indian cloths. 
29,006 ” ” ri S. 


332,000. ,, »  Ssheetings. 
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constituted the bulk of the iron importations, there was a large 
and almost limitless market, and in 1891 deliveries reached 
$59,000 piculs, but the appreciation of gold appears to have so 
effectually stunted this traffic that consumption is reduced to 
413,000 piculs, or 50 per cent. less than the demand five 
yearsago. 


Exports.—It should be borne in mind that of the 15,000,000" 
taels increase in the value of the year’s export trade, fully 
6,000,000 taels are due to the altered fiscal and statistical 
treatment of the coast traffic, necessitated by the events of the 
war, as explained in the introductory remarks in connection with — 
the import trade. There is, however, an actual gain of 9,000,000 
taels, owing to the better demand induced by low exchange, 
for nearly all kinds of Chinese produce, but particularly silk and 
its products, tea, cotton, fire-crackers, skins, matting, oils, and 
other commodities taken by gold-standard countries. Sericulture 
is now the leading industry in China, since tea has gradually 
receded to a subordinate position. The total shipments of white, 

ellow, and wild silk, besides that reeled in steam filatures, 
aairn commercially as “ China: filatures,” reached the high 
figure of 110,620 piculs, or a gain of 11,100 ficuls, as compared 
with the export of 1894, 

In connection with the silk industry it is worthy of note that 
the steps initiated by the Inspector-General to implant in China 
the Pasteur system of detecting and eradicating disease in silk- — 
worms have succeeded in the Kwangtung province. 

In the export of tea of all kinds, the gain is insignificant, being 
only 3,300 piculs. From Russia there was a strong demand, and 
the purchases of black tea at exceptionally high prices, both the 
‘Odessa market and for transmission vid Kiakhta were the largest 
on record, the total aggregating 384,300 piculs, as against 327,900 
piculs in 1894; yet the considerable increase from this source 
was insufficient to make good the falling off of cver 150,000 
piculs in the export of black tea to Great Britain and the United 
States, which have become larger consumers of China teas than 
the United Kingdom. Compared with the total in 1894 the 
export of black tea shows a diminution of 93,000 piculs; green 
tea, an advance of 10,700 piculs, due to larger shipments to 
England and America; brick tea and its congener tablet tea, 
an increase of 85,800 piculs and 2,800 piculs respectively, the 
demand for these varieties continuing to expand and the shipments 
being unprecedentedly large. A similarly conspicuous expansion 
has taken place during the last five years in the export of black 
tea for Russia—Odessa and Siberia—the figures for the year 
reaching 384,300 piculs, against 287,900 piculs in 1891. During 
the same period the export of black and green tea to the United 
Kingdom fell from 409,300 piculs in 1891 to 250,400 piculs, 
being a decrease of 158,900 piculs. In 1885 the direct shipments 
to Great Britain aggregated one million piculs. Although the 
price of raw cotton rose, the export was nearly 150,000 piculs 
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greater than that in 1894 and totalled 896,000 piculs. Japan 
took 744,000 piculs, against half miliion in the previous year, 
whereas shipments to Europe deciined from 104,000 piculs in 1894 
to 32,000 piculs in 1895, a less favourable exchange affecting the 
laying-down cost in the West. — 

Perhaps no trade has shown such unparalleled rapid development 
as that in skins for clothing and rugs, consisting principally of the 
tanned and untanned pelts of dogs, goats, sheep, and lambs, the 
value of the shipments during the year increasing over 100 per 
cent, This extraordinary advance, fostered by the depreciated 
gold price of the tael, will be more clearly exhibited by giving the 
value of the exports for the past five years. 


Year. Hk. 
1891 ~ - - 881,000 
- - 1,315,000 
1893 - ~ - - 1,299,000 
1894 - 7 - - 1,681,000 
1895 - - 2,649,000 


A noless remarkable expansion is observable in the demand 
for nankeens, which are required by Chinese labourers abroad, 
who now find it cheaper to buy this more durable homespun cloth 
than the flimsy European fabrics so enhanced in price by the 
appreciation of gold. 


IX.—THE SUGAR INDUSTRY OF FORMOSA. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail,” in a recent issue, gives the 
following interesting details concerning thé sugar industry of 

.“ The cultivation of the sugar-cane is entirely confined to the 
southern and western-central parts of Formosa. The district is 
divided into two divisions, where the two tradal varieties, viz., 
‘ Takow.’ and ‘ Taiwanfu ’ sugars, are produced. The land generally 
in the south is held by the cultivators under Metayer tenure. In 
the northern, or ‘Taiwanfu, division the people seem to be more 
independent, and therefore well-to-do, than those in the more 
southern, or ‘'Takow,’ district ; at least, that is true of the cane- 
planters who in the latter district have for a long time allowed 
themselves to drift into a deplorable and apparently irremediable 
state of debt to a few capitalists. Indeed, as matters now stand, 
they are little better than serfs working for bare subsistence, and 
being extremely illiterate, are incapable of understanding, much 
less keeping, accounts, and thus have fallen a ready prey to the 
money-lenders, who may be said to command the whole of the 
‘Takow’ crop. During the past eight or ten years the chief 
usurer has become so powerful that he may be said to have esta- 
blished a ‘ corner’ for himself in ‘ Takow ’ sugar; regulating the 
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planting, and therefore the total crop, to suit his financial 
maneeuvres on the ultimate market (Japan). By a system of 
compound and usurious interest, ranging from 18 per cent. to 36 
per cent., debts beginning at from 50 dols. to 100 dols. very 
rapidly spring up to amounts utterly beyond the capacity of the 
debtors to discharge, and at last they become desperate and care- 
less. In the ‘Taiwanfu’ district, however, this evil has not 
assumed the same magnitude, and therefore competition amongst 
the growers, having freer ecope, brings about a more natural ratio 
between: price and actual value of product. 

While deploring the system prevailing in the ‘ Takow’ district, 
one cannot help admiring the wonderful organisation and 
administrative ability displayed in watching over the unfortunate 
victims and their fields, A complete service of field bailiffs 
is established, who, at regular intervals, estimate and bring in 
reports to their chief. As {soon as the new cane begins to show 
above ground, advances are made on the estimated value of the 
prospected crop, a wide margin being allowed for possible loss 
or deterioration from fluods, wind, or other risks. After the 
rainy season, another valuation is made, and further advances 
given; when the cane is cut and its sugar extracted the final 
instalments are paid. It need scarcely be said that these doles 
are as small as they can possibly be made compatibie with 
the ‘hand-to-mouth’ existence of the recipients. These latter 
declare that even in the best years the capitalists rarely pay 
more than from 1 dol. to 1:20 dol. a picul! Of course, the 
amount thus credited makes but a small hole in the debt, 
which is increased not only by the accumulating interest, but also 
by the unfair manipulation and charges which are invariably 

-added. It may be remarked, however, that the lenders, for 
obvious reagons, do not look for the payment of the debt, the 
greater part of which is fictitious and the result of gross imposi- 
tion, but which nevertheless is a perpetual source of most 
profitable returns on what is only a very small outlay of actual 
capital. To illustrate this, it may be mentioned that when these 
capitalists dispose, at the port, of the sugar thus got, they would 
never dream of accepting less than something between 2°50 dols. 
and 3 dols., which, even allowing for the cost of transport from 
the mills, shows an immediate profit of at least 100 per cent. 
The coil in the different districts, and indeed in various parts of 
the same divisions, differs considerably in its. sugar-producing 
properties. Tinus, although no more care in: cultivation of the 
cane or treatment of the juice is shown in the ‘ Takow’ district 
than in the ‘ Taiwanfu’ department, the products of the former 
are much richer in crystallisable sugar, and consequently, grade 
for grade, of higher commercial value. 

“ The following ‘is a description of the mills in use in Formosa, 
which shows how very far short they come of fulfilling even 
ordinary requirements, a fact that leads to much loss of product. 
The granite rollers, 25 inches in diameter by 30 inches in height, 
are placed in oppvsition. At the top of each roller a row of 
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depressions is cut, into which are fitted hardwood cogs. By 
\ means of the latter the motion is imparted to the right-hand stone 
from the left-hand one. Wooden spindles are let into the centre 
of each stone at top and bottom respectively. By the lower of 
these the stones fit into a granite or sometimes wooden bed-plate, 
while the top ones project through a transverse wooden binding- 
beam, the left-hand upper spindle being prolonged so as to afford 
attachment for the lever, at the father end of which the buffaloes 
are yoked. The opposition of the rollers to each other is secured 
and judged according to the ability of the millwright ; and as the 
wooden binding-beam in constantly wearing, and thus the distance 
between the rollers always varying, the pressure on the cane, only 
roughly set at first, is most ongeled in its application all through. 
To modify the effects of this as far as possible, the natives pass 
the cane thrice through the mill, but the results obtained are by 
no means perfect. Then again, the frequent stoppages for read- 
} justment and repairing the mills are also a constant trouble and 
j drawback. The wooden cogs have also frequently to be replaced, 

as, indeed, is the case with all the other wooden parts of the 
machine, thus causing the millowner a never ceasing outlay. The 
minimum first cost of one of these mills, not counting the house, 
is 150 dols., and besides that, at the commencement of each 
season, renewing the wooden fittings, erecting the shed, and setting 
up the mill amounts to at least 100 dols.; and then there is the 
ever recurring cost of repairs during the whole time the mill is 


“ The surroundings of these mills are dirty in the extreme, and 
the juice flows from the rollers by means of a leaky bamboo 
pipe, led under a filthy buffalo walk, until it arrives at the first 
pan, or what ought to be the clarifying receptacle. In the 
‘ Takow ’ districts the cane tops are ignited, and thus burnt off 
> while the plants are still standing. More or less charred material 
: thus adheres to the cans, discolouring the exposed juice until it 
is literally as black as ink. There is here also a complete 
absence of any attempt at cleanliness; the filthiest hands are 
i dipped and even washed in the juice; and while large pieces of 
trash, saturated with the fluid they have absorbed, are roughly 
taken out and thrown away, no efforts are made to get rid of the 
smaller fragments (‘cush-cush’). In the ‘clarification of juice, 
beyond stating that lime is added according to the discretion of 
the boiler-men, exercised ina very rough and ready fashion, there 
is little to be further described. The unslaked lime used is kept 

in a corner of a very dirty room, constantly exposed to the 
atmosphere, and is full of dirt and other extraneous matter. 
There is no attempt at filtration, as the juice is ladled from the 
receiving pan into the first ‘ tache.’ 

“ The boiling ‘ battery ’ consists, as a rule, of from four to five 
‘taches,’ and under each one is a furnace. As the boiler-man, 
by some rule which it seems impossible to discover, thinks a sufti- 

i cient amount of concentration has been arrived at in one ‘ tache,’ 
i he ladles the contents into another, and so on. It is quite 
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possible at any given time that the fires beneath the lower pans 
are burning less briskly than those under the upper ones; and 
although the liquor thrown into the first pans show a low per- 
centage of ‘invert’ by the time it has reached the ‘striking 
tache,’ this has probably been trebled. In the Northern districts, 
where special efforts are made to ‘grain large,’ the result: is 
’ accompanied by a very great loss from inversion. The object of 
this latter attempt is to get ‘ laotsai, the raw material from which 
so-called ‘ white,’ is produced by means of claying. 

“ With reference to the other brown varities of sugar made in 
Formosa, it has not been discovered that other than mere chance, 
perhaps regulated to some slight extent by rough experience, 
determined either the grain of the product, or the amount of 
erystallisation which happens to survive the crude treatment the 
liquor has been subjected to all through. Clayed or ‘white’ 
sugar, as before explained, is got from ‘1ao-tsai.’ Each jar holds 
from 1334 Ibs. to 200 lbs. The clay or mud placed at the top of 
the jars is that scraped from the bottom of sewers, canals, or 
ponds; and the natives about Taiwanfu assert that that got from 
the bottom of the canal, just outside the city walls, which is in 
fact nothing but a gigantic sewer, produces sugar with the best 
taste. This may be due tothe fact that the canal, being con- 
nected with the sea, always contains more or less salt water, 
which latter may impart the improved taste. 

“ The following are the proportions of different grades of white- 
sugar got from one picul of ‘lao-tsai.’ The top layer of all, equal. 
in amount to 5 per cept, of the whole, is known as ‘ No. 1’ white ; 
the second layer (15 per cent.) is known as ‘No. 2’ white; the 
third layer (25 per cent.) is known as ‘* No. 3’ white; the fourth 
layer (25 per cent.) is known as ‘No. 4’ white; while 30 per 
cent. of molasses drains out. The last is reboiled, and about 
60 per cent. of sugar procured from it, This is known as ‘cha- 
soa, and is in some demand in North China. 

», “ From the foregoing necessarily brief description cf the methods 
used in Formosa for producing sugar, and the quality of the 
product obtained, it is hoped that some idea may be conveyed as 
to the extremely backward condition of the industry, and it must 
distinctly be understood that all here stated only refers, and only 
can refer, to Formosa as it has been. Now that the Japanese 
have come as rulersno doubt they will, by introducing machinery, 
and improving methods both of cultivation and manufacture, 
very soon set up a different condition of affairs. One great change 
that is sure to be made is with regard to the usurers and their 
oppression. As most of their power for evil and tyranny was 
due to the aid they could always purchase from the corrupt 
officials around them, and as this. support has of course gone now, 
it is not unlikely that the extortioners will find it best to disappear 

“A spirit (‘samshu’) is very roughly distilled from molasses 
that cannot be further utilised at the boiling houses; but the 
distillation is carried on indiscriminately over the country by any 
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person who cares to buy the molasses, The skimmings at the 
mills and other saccharine refuse are generally given to pigs, and 
the idea of using them for the ground seems to be unthought of. 
The general waste from this neglect alone is as great as it is 
deplorable. i 
_ “As before stated, there are two sugar districts in South . 
Formosa, namely, ‘'Takow,’ producing in the best year 530,000 
piculs,'and the Taiwanfu division, producing, 310,000 piculs. 
‘ Taiwanfu’ is the name of the Southern Prefecture of Formosa 
as known to trade, the new official designation of ‘Tainanfu’ 
not yet having come into general use. These figures denoting the 
yield of sugar obtained in the best known years are only approxi- 
mate. Both in the ‘Takow’ and ‘Taiwanfu’ divisions raw 
sugar is manufactured, this being the only description exported 
from Formosa, akow sugar is an ordinary brown variety, that 
is to say, it is the raw undrained article, exported as it comes 
from the boiling pans. The only modifications in quality known to 
the trade are those either consequent on an excess of molasses (i.¢., 
inversion, owing to deficiencies in the mode of manufacture), or 
on a superfluity of moisture, due to atmospheric conditions, 
varying with the ‘period of the year at which the sugar is 
exported.” Technically speaking, and in’ spite of the numerous 
drawbacks which its crude method of preparation presents, so 
rich is the quality of the cane, and so suitable the soil, that 
‘ Takow’ Brown’ at any time contains a proportion of crystallis- 
able sugar which compares’ most satisfactorily with varieties 
produced elsewhere and under much more favourable conditions. 
Leoking at this sugar merely as a saccharine material, Western 
refineries would be glad to get it, but by reason of its gross 
adulteration with coarse extraneous matter, it is said not to be 
well adapted: to the machinery in ordinary use, and this to some 
extent modifies the advantages its composition would seem at 
first sight to offer. For this reason, and the fact that the 
average cost price in Formosa has been much above that which 
might tempt foreign ‘buyers, an outlet through Western and 
American markets has been practically closed for several years. 
From the foregoing and certain local considerations, the only two 
markets open for South Formosa sugars are Japan and North 
China. 

“ Four kinds or grades of sugar are produced in the ‘ Taiwanfu’ 
distriet, one of which (‘lao-tsai’) is not exported, but solely 
used for the production of so-called ‘ white sugar’; while from 
the molasses drained therefrom in this process,a fifth variety is 
got by re-boiling, and known as ‘Cha-soa.’ The other three 
kinds of brown sugar produced in these districts are known 
respectively as ‘Sheung-tao,’ ‘Tiong-tay,’ and ‘ Ka-pan’ or 
‘Shipo.” They differ from each other by the care taken in 
manufacture, thus producing better graining with less amount of 
‘invert sugar,’ and are classed in order of merit and price as 
above given, from the clean, fine-grained dry “ Sheung-tao” 
down to the irregularly crystallised ‘ Ka-pan,’ with its super- 
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abundance of molasses. Practically the sole markets to which 
the Taiwanfu sugars, both white and brown, go are thuse supplied 
by the coast ports, beginning at or about Foochow or Wenchow 
in the South and extending up to Tientsin and Newchwang in the 
North. Shanghai, Chefoo, and Tientsin are the places through 
which the greatest bulk of the crop appears to be absorbed ; but 
it must be noted that while the figures given in the Customs 
Returns refer entirely to sugar shipped in foreign bottoms, a 
certain and not inconsiderable amount is also carried-away by 
native craft :to places all along the coast line indicated. It is 
extremely difficult to. get.even an approximate estimate of what 
quantity does go away in junks, sailing, as these vessels do, from 
several smajl.ports on the: West coast’ of Formosa not open to 

A later issue of the “Japan Weekly Mail” publishes the 
following translation of the Japanese regulations with regard to 
the taxation of sugar:— 

Rule 1. The manufacturer, the intermediary, and the merchant 
shall all be considered persons engaged in the sugar trade. 

Rule 2. Any‘one proposing to deal in sugar must first apply 
to the proper authorities’ for a license; if the same person starts 
rc ongag at sdveral’ places, he must receive a license for each 
si Rule 3.'Twenty cents ‘rust be paid in advance for each 

Rule 4. Should the license be -lost or spoilt, or should anothe 
succeed to the business, or the licensee change his name or 
habitation, in all such cases the matter must be reported to the 
authorities, with a request for the issue of a new license ; fees to 
be paid according to the above rate. 

Rule 5. If business be given up, the circumstance must be 
reported, and the license surrendered and cancelled. Should 
there still be any sugar in stock on which duty has not. been paid, 
it must pay the proper amount of duty. 

Rule 6. The licenses must not be borrowed, bought, or sold, 
and must not be carelessly parted with. 

Rule 7. Every sugar mill must pay 3 dols. a year. Should 
the number of mills be increased, the tax must be paid for the 
current year on the increased number. If a fresh manufactory 
be started, the mill tax on such for the current year must be paid 
' at the time the license is applied for. : 

Rule 8. The year during which a license is good expires on 
the 31st January. 


Rule 9. The duty on sugar is as follows :— 
On white sugar, 35 cents per picul. 
On brown sugar, 35 cents per picul. 
Rule 10. Taxes of whatever nature may be paid either by the 
manufacturer, agent, or merchant. 
Rule 11 Should any sugar merchant desire to transport to the 
coast duty-paid sugar for export, he must apply to the tax office 
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for a transit pass; and the goods whilst en route to the coast 
must be accompanied by such pass for inspection, 

Transit passes will be granted in accordance with the number 
applied for. 

ule 12. At the time of export the merchant must report and 
point out the sugar to the examination office, and pay the duties 
in accordance with the weight. 

Rule 13. If a dealer in sugar disposes of any to a retailer or 
appropriates a small quantity for his private use,,he must keep a 
note of the quantity, and must, on the fifth of every month, 
make up a return of all small quantities disposed of in this way 
during the preceding month, and pay duty in accordance with the 
9th regulation. If he closes business or removes elsewhere, 
he must at once report the quantity disposed of and pay duty. 

Rule 14. Officers provided with proper credentials shall from 
time to time inspect the godown, shops, mills, all the account 
books, and also the sugar manufactured. 

Rule 15. Transit passes shall be valid for three months from 
date of issue. 

Rule 16. Sugar intended for export must (with the exception 
of such as is intended for Japan) be examined and pay duty at 
the Custom-house and on arrival at its destination the Customs 
duty, receipts, and other evidence may be presented for the 
inspection and stamp of the Japanese Consul. Should any sugar 
be- brought back to Formosa and satisfactury proof be tendered, 
a proportionate amount of duty will be refunded by the local 
Custom-house in the form of drawback certificates, which shall be 
valid for three years. 

Rule 17. Persons illegally engaging in the sugar business 
without a license shall be liable to a tine of from 5 dols. to 50 
dols. and confiscation of the sugar manufactured and also of the 
sugar sold. 

Rule 18. Persons resisting the inspection stipulated for by the 
12th and 14th rules will be liable to fines of from 5 dols. to 50 dols. 

Rule 19. Any persons committing a breach of the 11th rule 
and clandestinely conveying sugar to the coast for export without 
} a transit pass shall be liable to a fine of from 10 dols. to 100 dols. 
iT and the sugar confiscated. 

Rule 20. Breach of the 6th regulation shall be visited by a fine 
of from 2 dols. to 20 dols. 
Rule 21. Persons committing bre.ches of 4th, 5th, or 13th 
rule by neglecting to report to the authorities shall be visited by 
| fines of from 1 dol. to 5 dols. . 

Rule 22. Anyone aiding and abetting the evasion of duty shall 
be fined from 3 dols. to 30 dols. ' 
: Rule 23. Duty must be paid by the dealer in accordance with 
the 9th rule on all sugar in possession on the day announced for 
the enforcement of these rules. 
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X.—TOBACCO CULTIVATION IN INDIA.* 


_ The area under tobacco in Madras, 125,000 acres, according to 
the latest statistics, has extended by about 50 per cent. within 
the last 10 years, owing doubtless chiefly to the growth of the 
cigar industry. The Kistna and Madura districts produce the 
famous Lanka leaf, used for making Trichinopoly cheroots. 
In Bengal, the crop which in 1893-94 covered an area of 
730,000 acres, is grown more or less extensively in every district, 
but somewhat restrictedly for trade and export. From Rangpur 
it is despatched in some quantity to Chittagong for transport to 
Burma, In Behar, where cultivators have been said to derive the 
handsome profit of from Rs. 60 to as much as Rs, 80 per bigha 
for the crop, the produce is partly exported in carts to Nepal, to 
Hajeepur and other river ports in the district; partly bought up 
by travelling merchants who transport it by rail and river to the 

pper Provinces and Bengal, and partly sold to purchasers from 
Gorakhpur—sometimes before the crop has been cut. 

Cultivation in Bombay fluctuates much; in 1887-88 about 
87,000 acres were under the crop ; in the following year a contrac- 
tion of about 30,000 acres took place ; while in 1893-94 the area 
had expanded again to 98,498 acres, In the Punjab the crop also 
fluctuates considerably, in 1883-84, 1886-87, and 1893-94 the 
acreage was respectively 85,400, 46,437, and 68,153. In the 
Jhang district, however, at all events, tobacco is regarded as\most 
— of all crops. Neither the soil nor the climate of the 

orth-Western Provinces and Oudh are favourable for the pro- 
duction of good leaf—at least above Ghazipur—still cultivation 
has been steadily increasing, and in 1593-94 the area was 
recorded as close on 86,000 acres. In Lower Burma, where all 
the inhabitants, men, women, and children smoke, nearly the 
whole of the tobacco produced is consumed locally, in addition to 
large quantities imported from Bengal and Madras. Very fine 
leaf has been grown in Northern Arrakan—pronounced by many 
people equal to the best imported from Turkey and Persia— 
whence derived it is not known, but the suggestion has been 
made that it was raised originally from Manilla and other 
foreign seed. By certain manufacturers in England, it has been 
supposed to have been produced from the seed of Havannah or 
St. Domingo’ tobacco; and according to their verdict both as 
regards colour and leaf it possesses excellent qualification for 
cigar making. 

But, generally speaking, English opinion on Indian tobacco has 
all along been unfavourable. The truth of the matter is that the 
great bulk grown in the country is consumed by the native 
population, whose taste and mode of using it require a leaf 
possessing strength rather than delicacy of flavour and aroma, 
while in order to produce what Europeans look upon as good 
standard the crop demands more attention than the ryot, as a rule, 
can spare, and especially as regards the troublesome operation of 


* Based on an article in the “ Pioneer Mail.” 
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curing. This accounts for the fact of the export trade in un- 
manufactured tobacco, valued in 1894-95 at about 104 lakhs, 
showing, instead of progression, a considerable decline. It is 
unquestionable that the quality of Indian tobacco is capable of 
much improvement, and within the past 12 years the limited 
efforts made in this direction have been fairly successful, especially 
in Madras, both in respect of the raw product and the manufac- 
ture; but unfortunately cultivators cling to the theory that it 
pays them better to produce a large growth of inferior leaf, which 
suits the native consumer, rather than a smaller quantity of 
superior leaf, for which in time they might expect to realise what 
would be to them a fancy price. 

Probably, iu order to extend appreciably the production of 
tobacco suitable for the consumption of Europeans, and the class 
of well-to-do natives who have learned to prefer it to the 
compound used in the hookah, the leaf would require to be cured 
and prepared by European agency, the mere cultivation being left 
in native hands. Following this principle and with due attention 
paid to the processes of curing, sorting, and packing, all pvints 
of great importance in striving for commercial success, India 
might be expected, in time, to take up the supply of a far larger 
share of the world’s demand for tobacco than falls to her at 
present. Undoubtedly there are powerful rivals in the field who 
have already secured the markets best worth having, but what has 
been done elsewhere may be done in India, and the country is 
said to be situated more favourably for tobacco growing than 
those European States where foreign varieties of seed have been 
successfully acclimatised. With this advantege, perfect freedom 
from excise duties and regulations and capabilities of improvement 
in market value, it seems to say little for enterprise in India 
that not only has the export trade in the raw article fallen away, 
but also that the trade in the manufactured article remains 
practically what it was 20 years ago, i.c., confined to insig- 
nificant dealings with the Maldives, the Straits Settlements, 
Ceylon, and Arabia, &c., the total value of which in 1894-95 
was Rs. 34,382. On the other hand, imports of manufactured 
tobacco (other than cigars), valued in 1893-94 and 1894-95 at 
173 and 14% lakhs respectively, have about trebled in value 
during the above-mentioned period. The only satisfactory feature 
is the rapid progress made in the export trade in cigars, which, 
during the past 10 years, has increased from 230,924 lbs., valued 
at Rs. 1,58,892, to 593,539 lbs., valued at Rs, 6,08,944 (in 
1894-95), the United Kingdom being the chief market. And 
yet it is notable that in spite of this great increase in the Indian 
export of cigars, of which we hear so much, the imports of foreign 
cigars have nevertheless increased in value during the past decade 
from about 24 lakhs to 4 lakhs. The Indian cigar is not there- 
fore sole king in his own country; and if pipe and cigarette 
tobacco were to be also taken into the reckoning it would be 
found that the value of the tobacco that comes into India is far 
greater than that of the tobacco that goes out, 
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XI.-~-UNDEVELOPED INDUSTRIES OF NEW 
SOUTH WALES. 


In an article in a recent number of the “ Tropical Agricul- 
turist” it is stated that Australia abounds with the elements of 
successful genie | and other industries, which remain at 
the present moment, from various causes, in a neglected or 
undeveloped condition, especially in New South Wales, where 
the surroundings are of an exceptionally favourable character. 
Take, for instance, the flower-farming industry. New South Wales 
has been described as a floral paradise, from the abundance 
and luxuriance of its native and cultivated flowers, but the 
manufacture of floral perfumes and essences is unknown, 
although experimental scent farms have been established in the 
adjoining colony of Victoria. The quantity of eucalyptus. oil 
annually exported from the colony is insignificant, yet the rich 
abundance of the trees from which it is obtained should enable 
the Australian trade to rival that of Algeria and California, 
whence the world’s supplies are principally obtained. The 
abundance of citrus fruits may at some future time lead to the 
establishment of manufactories for the preparation of candied 
citron, orange, and lemon peels, as well as of lemon, &c., oils and 
essences. The crystallisation of mandarin oranges and the manu- 
facture of orange marmalade are also coming industries ; in fact, 
the latter has already been initiated on a limited scale, but 
the chief obstacle to its development consists in the absence of 
the Seville orange, which, however, could be introduced and 
acclimatised without difficulty. 

The olive is very sparingly cultivated, notwithstanding the fact 
that the soil and climate of New South Wales are identical with 
those of the leading olive-growing countries of Europe. Then, the 
castor-oil plant grows luxuriantly in the humid coastal districts of 
the colony; as it does, indeed, in most tropical and sub-tropical 
countries, and in the regions bordering the Mediterrarean, viz., 
Greece, Italy, and Spain. The annual consumption of castor-oil 
in Australasia is over 600,000 gallons, of which 130,000 gallons 
represent the requirements of New South Wales ; but nearly the 
whole of the supply is derived from India; and the wholesale 
price of the oil in Sydney is about 2s. 6d, per gallon. The 
initial cost of establishing the industry would be heaviest in the 
item of machinery for expressing the oil, although the price of 
labour would also lens to be considered carefully, as the Calcutta 
oil is produced at a minimum outlay in this particular. 

Flax cultivation is another neglected industry. As is well 
known, the plant not only supplies flax and tow fibre, but also a 
valuable seed, of the greatest use as a fodder for cattle, in the 
form of oil cake, of which it forms the chief ingredient; it is 
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employed also for medicinal purposes; and, above all, in the 
manufacture of linseed oil, which forms the base of all paint 
mediums. Cotton-seed oil is imported to some extent, although 
it could be locally obtained, the cotton plant being capable of 
easy cultivation in many places. Indigo can also be readily 
grown, and there is in the colony a wild plant, so abundant as to 
be a pest, from which it is hoped a tinctorial juice might ,be 
obtained. The true plant which supplies the indigo of com- 
merce occurs wild in Queensland, and there is no reason why it 
should not be acclimatised in New South Wales, experiments in 
this direction always having proved successful. 
~ Hops are but little cultivated in New South Wales, although 
a few very small crops are picked in the neighbourhood of Orange. 
In Victoria, Tasmania, and New Zealand, however, they are 
successfully grown, the product being but little, if at all, inferior 
to the best Kentish hops. In the opinion of experts the plant 
could be successfully grown in New South Wales, which imported 
during 1894 no less than 841,938 lb. of hops, valued at 36,010/ 
‘Many other instances of neglected industries might be adduced, 
but the foregoing will suffice toshow the opportunities afforded 
in New South Wales to those possessing the requisite capital, 


experience, and energy. 
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XIIL—THE TRADE OF NATAL. 


Some very interesting details in connection with the growth of 
Natal trade are published in the Fortieth Annual Report of. the 
Durban Chamber of Commerce, a copy of which has. been 
received at the Board of Trade. , 

From these it would appear that the increase in trade of all 
kinds in the last 40 years has been remarkable. In 1855 the 
value of the imports amounted to 86,551/,.0n which 8,612/. of 
duties were paid ; the exports for the same year were valued at 
52,0731. 

In 1895 the imports amounted in value to 2,469,303/., on which 
198,295/. were paid as duties, and the exports to 1,318,502/, and 
these figures again show a decrease on some preceding years, as, 
for example, 1889, in which year the imports were valued at 
4,527,0151,, and the exports at 1,656,318/, 

As compared with the 1894 figures, the imports of Natal in 
1895 show an improvement of 152,707/, but exports have 
decreased in value 59,109/. in the same period. 

Still comparing the imports of 1895 with those of the years 
immediately preceding, it is seen that the chief increases are 
under the heads of corn, grain, and flour (13,895/.), haberdashery 
and millinery (45,3512), hardware, cutlery, and ironmongery 
_(40,3892.), and woollen manufactures (13,821/.); but decreases in 
value are found under leather, manufactured (38,419/.), and 
machinery and parts thereof (17,183/.). 

From its geographical position the transit trade of the colony is 
necessarily large, and there has been a marked increase in the last 
two years in the value of goods sent in transit, especially to the 
Transvaal. 

The four principal ports of the British colonial possessions in 
South Africa are Feast London, Port Elizabeth, and Cape Town 
in Cape Colony, and Durban in Natal. 

Of these Port Elizabeth is the most important, the value of the 
imports in 1895 having amounted to 6,879,000/., as compared 
with 5,409,000/. in 1894. Cape ‘Town ranks next in importance, 
the imports for 1895 being valued at 3,536,0001 (7894, 
3,258,0001.). East London in 1895 imported to the value of 
2,932,000/. (1894, 2,373,000/.), and Durban, in 1895, 2,469,000/.. 
(1894, 2,317,0001.). 

The total increase in the import trade of the above four ports 
for 1895 as compared with 1894 amounts to 2,459,000/. 

Wool is one of the chief articles of export from British South 
Africa, and the following table shows the quantities and value 
of wool exported from the four principal South African ports in 
1895 as compared with 1894 :— 
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1894. 1895. 
Ports. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Lbs. \ Lbs. 
Durban - - 19,338,000 460,000 | 21,026,000 452,000 
East London - | 22,325,000 649,000 23,789,000 593,000 
Port Elizabeth 25,069,000 712,000 32,649,000 821,000 
Cape Town - 6,145,000 212,000 8,128,000 255,000 


With regard to Natal sugar, the total quantity delivered to the 
Natal Government railways from the sugar mills on the north and 
south coasts was 16,476 tons in 1895, as compared with 18,279 
tons in 1894; to these figures 500 tons may be added to cover 
the sugar produced and sent to market other than vid the 

railway. 

"With reference to the coal trade of the colony, the total output 
of Natal coal in 1895 was 160,115 tons as compared with 
141,009 tons in 1894, and the amount exported in 1895 was 
73,379 tons, or about 11,000 more tons than during the preceding 


ear, 

h The report of the Durban chamber, from which all the preceding _ 
details are taken, gives also a table comparing the trade of Natal 
with that of Cape Colony and the ‘Transvaal, from which it 
appears that imports into Natal in 1895 were only 152,707/. in 
excess of the previous year. The import trade of Cape Colony 
in the same time showed, however, an improvement of 2,313,7601., 
while that of the Transvaal has increased from 6,440,215/, in 1894 
to 9,816,304/. in 1895, or an increase of 3,376,0892 There are 
no statistics of exports from the Transvaal. 
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XIII—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF VICTORIA. 


The following is a statement of the duties now leviable on 
articles imported into the Colony of Victoria. 

Note 1. All articles not specially mentioned as dutiable, or 
which cannot be classified under one of the dutiable headings in 
this list, will be admitted free. 

2. The Customs and Excise Duties Act, 1895, provides that the 
articles mentioned as free in this list, and no others, shall be 
exempted from the payment of the duties which, but for their 
specific exemption, would otherwise be payable thereon. 

3. Where a number appears before any item, it is to be 
understood that the wording is that of the Customs and Excise 
Duties Act, 1895, 


Import Duties. 


No. Articles, Rate of Duty. 
Acids, viz. :— 
1 Acetic, containing not more than *. per cent. 
acidity - - 3d. per pint or Ib. 
Acetic, for every extra 10 per cent. or part of 
10 per cent. above 30 per cent. - - - 1d. per pint or Ib. 
2 Muriatic, nitric - - - - 5s. per cwt. 
3 Sulphuric - - - 1s. per cwt. 


Advertising matter, viz. :— 
Advertisements, lithographed When 
Do., printed - framed, see 
Posters of all kinds - “ Stationery.” 
Advertising matter, printed or lithographed, or any 
printed plates, lithographs, pictures, cards, 
calendars, almanacs, or matter of a similar de- 
scription used or designed for use nal advertising 


35 °/, ad val. 


purposes (paper) - - 4d. per Ib. 
Aerated or mineral waters = - - - 10 °/, ad val. 
Aerated-water bottles, empty ~ 6d. per cubic foot.* 
Agricultural, horticultural, and viticultural imple- 

ments (except reapers and binders—free) - 15 °/, ad val. 

4 | Agricultural implements nin as agen and 

binders - Free. 

Albums of all sorts - . - - 20 °/, ad val. 


Alcohol. See “ Spirits.” 

5 | Ale, porter, spruce, and other beer (except lager), 
cider aud perry, in bottles, per gallon, or for six 
reputed quart bottles, or 12 


bottles ls. 3d. 
6 Lager beer, bottled, per gallon, or for six 
reputed quart bottles, or for 12 me pint 
bottles 1s. 6d, 
4 | Ale, porter, spruce, lager, and an hon cider, 
and perry, not otherwise enumerated . 10d. per gallon. 
Almanacs, paper used or designed aes use for 
advertising purposes . - 4d. per Ib. 


* Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 


| 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 

8- | Almonds - - - - 2d. per pint or Ib.* 

Ammonia :— 
Carbonate of - - - - | 2d. per pint or Ib. 
Liquid - - - - Free. 
Anchors (metal) - - - - - Free. 
Animal charcoal (ground) - - - Free. 
Animals, live, viz. :— 

9 Bulls, bullocks, steers, cows, heifers, ont calves 1/. 10s. per head. 
10 Sheep wr lambs - - 2s. per head. 
11 Pigs - - - - 10s. per head. 
12 Horses Free. 


13 | Animals, live, horned ‘cattle, not exceeding 
10 in number, which for the previous six months 
have formed portion of the bond fide working 
stock of any person coming across the border 
into Victoria to settle on the lands of this 


colony . - - - Free, 

| Antifriction grease :— 
Intins - - - * - 4l. per ton. 
Not otherwise enumerated - - - 31. per ton. 


Anvils (metal) 

14 | Apparel, articles of, being wholly or partly made 
up from materials containing wool, the duty on 
which is 30 per cent. ad valorem, and on and 
after the 1st January 1897 25 per cent. ad va- 
lorem, on this or 


Free. 


40 °/, ad val., and om 
and after lst January 
1897 35 °/, ad val. 


from silk 
15_ | Apparel and extiales of attire not otherwise enume- 

rated, whether wholly or portly made ‘lo ad val, 
16 | Corsets 5 °/, ad val. 


+7 =| Apparel being diving dresses, including ‘the boots, 
gloves, and helmets for such dresses - - 

Apples, custard (green) - Free. 

Do., Paw Paw (green) - - - - 

18 Appliances or instruments, surgical - - 

Arc lamps, without globes (electric fittings) - Free. 

Architraves and mouldings of all sorts (except 
picture-frame mouldings), wholly or 


pared, under 3 inches in width - 4s. per 100 lineal feet. 
Do., do., do., 3 inches and over in width . - | 7s. per 100 lineal feet. 
19 | Arrowroot - - - - | 2d. per pint or Ib.* 
20 =| Art, works of Free. | 


Articles made up of leather. See “ Leatherware ” 30 °/, ad val. 
Articles, minor, of mixed or undescribed materials, 


used in the manufacture of ay dutiable article - Free.t 

Artificial flowers - - Free. 
Artists’ brushes - - . - Free. 
Artists’ colours - - Free. 
Ashoars - - Free. 
Asphaltum, Egyptian and Assyrian - ts Free. 

| Do., Swedish - - Free. 

21 Asphyxiators for rabbit killing - Free. 


Astrachans, woollen manufactures or menufneteses 
containing wool, being piece goods, and all 
portions of piece goods not made up - . 15 °/, ad val. 


* Per pint or lb., or reputed package ‘of that quantity or weight, and so in propor- 
tion for any such reputed quantity or weight. 

+ Provided that such surgical appliances or instruments are enumerated in any 
order of the Commissioner of Trade and Customs published in the “Government 
Gazette.” 

t Provided that such minor articles are enumerated in any order of the Commis- 
sioner, and published in the “ Government Gazette.” 
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No. Articles, Rate of Duty. 
Automatical Sittings) - Free. 
Axes (cutlery) Free. 
Axle lige spring clips | (metal) Free. 
22 Common dray, with linchpins - 25 °/, ad val 
Common nut, and others not enumerated : 
23 Up to 14 inch diameter inclusive - - 1s. arm. 
24 Above 14 inch diameter - - 1s. 6d. per arm. 
25 Mail patent, up to 1}-inch diameter inclusive - 2s. 6d. per arm, 
26 Do., above 14 inch diameter - . - 48. per arm 
27 Other patent, or known as patent - 48, per arm 
Axles for bicycles, tricycles, and similar wails, 
not being brazed or joined with any other part - Free. 
Back-fork ends or lugs for bicycles, tricycles, and 
similar vehicles, not being beneod or oman with 
any other part - - Free. 
28 | Bacon 2d. per lb. 
29 | Baggage, passengers being ‘cabin furniture and 
personal luggage Free. 
30 | Bags and sacks, wholly or peat made, the « capacity 
of which is less than 3 bushels - 6d. re 
31 | being gunnies and sugar mats 
rpenters’ Free. 
32 Fancy, hand, reticules, or travelling, including 
the articles belonging any) - - 25 °/,, ad val.. 
Paper - 10s, per cwt. 
Woolpacks - - . - Free. 
Bakers’ C.C. (earthenware) - - - | 8d. per cubic foot. * 
Baking powders = - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Balances, spring, to weigh up to 8 ewt. (metal) - Free. 
Ball heads and lugs for bicycles, tricycles, and 
similar vehicles, not being or joined 
any other part - Free. 
Balle, billiards, in the rough - - Free. 
Do., steel, for bicycles, tricycles, and similar 
vehicles, not being brazed or joined wa any other aise 
Bananas, green - - - - ° Free. 
Bands, curtain (metal) . - - - Free. 
Do., malleable rim (metal) - Free. 
Bar (metal), not machined ants in the rough - Free. 
Barbed wire - - 3/. per ton. 
A - 3s. per cental. 
Do., and Scotch - -| 7s cental. 
Barouches (iucluding second-hand) 401. each 
Bars, fire (castings) - - - 81. per ton. 
Bars and shafts (parts of carriages) ~ - 10d. per set 
Bean - | 2s. 11d. per cental. 
Bearing brackets for bicycles, trieyeles, and similar | - 
vehicles, not beased or * joined with any other 
Beehives (wooden) ~ L ad val. 
Beer (except lager), in bottles, per 27 gallon, or for 
six reputed quest bottles, or for 12 mnpated pint 
bottles Is. 3d.§ 


Do., lager, bottled, per gallon, or for six repated 
quart bottles, or for 12 reputed pint bottles - 
Do., not otherwise enumerated . - - 


ls. 6d. 
10d. per gallon. . 


* Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported.) 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Bell fittings (metal) - - Free. 
Bells, 6 inches and (metal) . - Free. 
Do., cycle Free. 
Bellows (wooden) - ~ - - - - 25 ‘gad val. 
33 | Do. for air beds 
34 | Belting (machine), leather - - - 4 35 {pad val, 
35 | Bench screws 4 ee. 
Bill files and letter - 35 °/, ad val. 
Bill heads 35 ‘fad val. 
Billiard balls, in the ‘Tough - 
Bird-seed boxes and cups (glassware), when cut, 


embossed, etched, frosted, ground, or 
sand-blasted =e - | 2s. 6d. per cubic foot.* 


Do., do., when cut, embossed, engraved, 
etched, frosted, ground, or sand-blasted - : | Is. per cubic foot.* 
36 | Biscuits - - id. per lb. 
Bits (for harness), metal - - - Free. 


37 *| Bitumen, bone pitch, Egyptian and Assyrian | 
asphaltum, sweated or prepared pitch, Swedish 


Blankets and blanketing, woolleti 
tures or manufactures wool, not 
otherwise enumerated = - 25 °/, ad val. 

Blankets, being woollen manufactures or manniao- 
tures containing wool, grey or coloured, but not 
of white body = - - | 15 °/, ad val. 

Blankets, being woollen manufactures or r manufac- 
tures containing wool, of which the invoice | 


asphaltum, Stockholm pitch - = | Free. 
38 | Blacking, including burnishing ink, dressing, 
harness polishing, and paste 25 °/, ad val. 
39 | Black lead and polishes made of plambago, in n | 
packages of less than 2 Ibs. weight - 20 °/, ad val. 
Biacksmiths’ tongs (metal) -* - - 30 °/, ad val. 
40 | Blankets, cotton - 25 ad val. 
41 | Do., do., each blanket being legibly and indelibly 
branded with the words “all cotton” in accor- | 
dance with regulations to be made by the | 
Commissioner of Trade and Customs - Free, 
Do., printers’ - | Free. 


value is 1s. per, lb. or under - . - | 15 “(ad val 
Blasting powder, common - - 
Blocks, sketch. See “ Stationery ” - - 35 °/, ad val. 
Blocks and types, printer (metal) - - | Free. 
Blotters - - - - 35 °/, ad val 
Blotting cases - - - . 35 °/, ad val. 
Blotting pads | - - 35 °/, ad val. 
Blowers for ventilating mines es (metal) ree, 

42 | Blue - - 2d. per Ib. 

Boards, flooring, lining, weather, — shelving, 1s. 6d. per 100 super- 

dressed or planed - } ficial feet, 
Bodies, carriage, in the white - - - 4l. each. 
Boilers, oval (hollow-ware, iron) . - Free. 
Boiled fruit, or partly boiled, or pulp 3d. per lb. 
Bolts, carriage, $ths of an inch in Guisaster ind 

under, and 4 inches in length and under - | Free. 
Bolts, king (metal) - - “4 aig | Free. 
Do., roller (metal) - - = 4 » Free. 
Bone pitch - Free. 
Bonnet shapes - ls. per dozen. 


Bonnets, not otherwise enumerated. See “ Hats ” 25 °/, ad val. 


* Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 


i 
| 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Bookbinders’ materials, viz. :— 
Fillets, line - 10 °/, ad val. 
Rolls, ornamental - - 10 °/,, ad val. 
Holders, type - 10 of ad val, 
Books, account, betting, cheque, copy, diary, draw. 
ing, exercise, guard, Ms ; 
receipt, skete! ad val. 
Bootmaking, machine tools used in . 20 °° ad val. 
Boots and shoes, English sizes vf 1888 to be the 
standard, viz. :— 
43 Men’s, No. 6 and upwards - | 382. per dozen 
44 Youths, Nos. 2—5 - - + | 2l. 2s. per dozen pairs. 
45 Boys’, Nos. 7—1 - | 11..10s. per dozen pairs. 
46 Women’ 8, Nos. 3 and upwards - - | 2l, 5a. per dozen pairs. 
47 Girls’, Nos.11—2 - - | 14. 16s. per dozen pairs. 
48 Do., Nos. 7—10 - | 11, 4s, per dozen pairs. 
49 Children’s, Nos. 4--6, and slippers. - - |8s. 6d. per dozen pairs. 
50 ' With uppers of lasting or of other material 
not being leather, with or without leather 
toe-caps, but not goleshed or vempet waa 
leather . 11. 108, per dozen pairs. 
51 Slippers, Nos. 7—2 - - | 12s, per dozen pairs. 
52 Do., not otherwise mentioned | - - | 18s. per dozen pairs. 
Do., of straw only - - Free. 
53 Shoes, spiked - - - - | 12s. per dozen pairs. 
54 ' Goloshes or overshoes - - - | 48. per dozen pairs. 
55 Shoes, of india-rubber = - - | 12s. per dozen pairs. 
56 Do. known as “sand” shoes, “ tic ”” 
shoes, “ Plimsolls” and “ Douglas” shoes, 
being shoes with uppers of canvas or canvas 
combined with leather, and having soles 
of india-rubber vulcanised to the upper, 
allsizes = - 6s. per dozen pairs, 
57 Do., girls’, sizes 7 to 2, instep -strap slippers 
to be charged the same duty as ankle-strap 
slippers. 
Boot and shoe uppers, viz.: — 
58 Leather, closed, men’s - - - - | 1d. 4s. per dozen pairs. 
59 Do., do., women’s and children’s - - | 18s, per dozen pairs. 
60 Do., Wellington fronts and grafts - - | 68. per dozen pairs. 
61 Cashmere, lasting, or stuff - 3s. per dozen pairs. 
62 | Boots and shoes, being children’s Nos. 0—3, and 
slippers of straw only, and a. and india-rubber 
boots - Free, 
Boots forming part of diving dresses - Free, 
Boston chaises (including -second-hand), two- 
wheeled vehicles, on springs or thorough braces 61, each. 
63 | Bottles, glass or stone, containing a reputed quart 
or any less quantity of spirits (not perfumed), 
wine, ale, porter, or other beer, and bottles 
containing aérated or mineral waters - - - 6d. per dozen. 
64 | Do. of all kinds, containing an imperial quart or 
any less quantity of liquid or other amen 
not otherwise enumerated - 3d. per dozen. 
Do., do., containing one fluid dram or less of liquid 
or other substance - Free, 
Bottles (except for aérated waters) and flasks, 
when cut, embossed, engraved, etched, frosted, 
ground, or sand-blasted = - 2s. 6d. per cubic foot.* 
Do., do., when not cut, embossed, engraved, 
etched, frosted, ground, or sand-biasted 1s. per cubic foot.* 
Do. for aérated waters - - - 6d. ‘per cubic foot.* 
* Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 
syphon, for aérated waters 
Do., in - - 35 val, 
Bowls, C. (earthenware) - - | 8d. per cubic foot.* 
Bows, ‘tubular (metal) - - Free. 
Box and sad irons - - Free. 
66 | Boxes, caidboard or paper, including paper or 
cardboard (with or without printing), « cut into 
shapes for wrapping or boxing - 25 °/,, ad val. 
67 | Boxes cardboard, containing non-dutiable goods 
ordinarily imported therein - Free. 
68 | Boxes or cases, viz. :—Dressing, glove, 
chief, jewel, scent, work, including the articles 
belonging thereto (if any) - - 25 °/, ad val. 
Boxes and cups, bird-seed (glassware), when cut, 
embossed, engraved, etched, frosted, 
or sand-blasted 2s. 6d. per cubic foot.* 
Do., do., when not cut, embossed, engraved, etched, 
frosted, ground, or sand-blasted - 1s. per cubic foot.* 
Boxes, timber cut atte ape for making. See 
“ Timber ” 6d. per cubic foot. 
Boxwood, engravers’ - Free. 
Brackets, ing, for bicycles, trieyeles, ont 
similar vehicles, not being brazed or joined _— 
any other part - Free. 
Brass, sheet, in circles not laws than 24 inches i in 
diameter - - - Free. 
Brass types Free. 
Brass and printers’ (metal) types - - - Free. 
Brattice cloth - . Free. 
Break rolls for roller fiour wills (metal) - ~ Free. 
Breast drills (metal) - Free. 
Brazed or sclid-drawn fork sides for bicycles, tri- 
cycles, and similar vehicles, not being waned or 
joined with any other part - Free. 
Brazing pans (hollow- - 
Bricks, fire - - - ad val. 
Brooch glasses - 7 - - ree. 

69 | Broom corn millet - 10 °/, 
Broughams (including second- hand) - - 40l. each. 
Brown or cane or fireclay medical and sanitary 

ware. See “Earthenware” - - - | 8d. per cubic foot.* 
Brown rock salt - - - - Free. 
Brownware. See “ Earthenware - | &d. per cubic foot.* 
ware :— 

70 Painters’ brushes - - - - 25 °/, ad val. 

71 Not otherwise enumerated - - - 30 °/, ad val. 

72 | Brushware, being artists’ brushes a - Free. 
Bucket and kettle ears (metal) - - - Free. 

73 | Buckets and tubs, other than weeien - - 25 °/, ad val. 
Do., wooden - - - - i 
Buckram, canvas - Free. 
Buffer-springs (metal) - - Free. 
Buggies, four-wheeled (including second-hand), 

without tops, on or 
braces - 91. each. 
Do., do., do., with 121. each. 
Buggy tops (if composed principally of leather) - 4l. each. 
Do, (if of any other material) - 21. 8s. each. 
Balls, live - - - 1l, 10s. per head. 
| Bullocks, live - - - - 1. 10s. per head. 
Burnishing ink - 25 ‘fs ad val. 
| Bushes, patent roller, for blesk-msiding (metal) - ree. 


* Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 

74 | Butter - - - - - 2d. per Ib. 

75 | Butterine and oleomargarine = - - - 1s. per lb. 
Button-making machines - Free.t 
Buttons (metal) - - - Free, 

Cabin furniture, being sengers’ baggage - Free. 
Cabinet organs (including snennanens) not other- 
wise enumerated - 31. each. 
Cake glasses, when cut, embossed, engraved, etched, 
frosted, ground, or sard-blasted - 2s. 6d. per cubic foot.* 
Do., when not cut, embossed, engraved, etched, 
frosted, ground, or sand-blasted - ls. per cubic foot.* 
Calendars, paper, used or designed fos use for 
advertising purposes ; - - 4d. per lb. 
Do., not otherwise enumerated - 35 °/, a val. 
California sedwood, undressed, 1 inch and over in 
thickness - - Free. 
Calves, live - 1/, 10s. per head. 
Cameos, unset - - Free. 
Camp ovens Galiow-warn, iron) - - Free. 
Canary seeds - - - 10 °/, ad val.} 
Candied peel - - - - . per lb. 
76 Candle nuts - : - - Free. 
Candles - - per Ib., and on 
after Ist J 
1897 1d. per Ib. 
Candy, sugar - - 4d. per Ib. 
Cane or brown or fireclay and 
ware (earthenware) - 8d. per cubic foot.* 
Do. or yellow-ware (earthenware) - 8d. per cubic foot.* 
Canvas, being tarpaulin, navy, om, buekram, 
and other canvas - Free. 
Caps, cloth, sewn, and not bien any foundation or 
frame - 8s. per dozen. 
Do., not otherwise anmmented. See # Hats ad - 25 °/, ad val. 
Do., cloths, cut up into sizes or lengths for making, 
under regulations to be made by the Commis- 
sioner of Trade and Customs - - Free. 
Do., percussion (metal) - - Se Free. 
Carbonate of ammonia - - - 2d. per pint or lb. 
Carbons (electric Siting») mi Free. 
Cardboard 4s. per cwt 
Do. boxes, including paper or cardboard (with 
or without printing) cut into cape for wap 
ping or boxing ~ 25 °/, ad val. 
Cardboard (with or withest, printing) cut into 
shapes for wrapping or boxing 25%, ad val. 
Cardboard boxes, containing non- dutiable goods 
ordinarily imported therein - - - Free. 
Card cases, not being of gold or silver . 35 °/, ad val. 
Carding, spinning, weaving, and finishing the manu- ' 
facture of fibrous material, machinery for, and 
cards for such machinery - Free.* 
Cards, paper, used or dengned for use for adver- 
tising purposes - - per Ib. 
Do., not otherwise enumerated - - - poy ea ad val. 
Do. "for machinery for carding, spinning, weaving, 
and finishing the manufacture of fibrous material Free. 
Do., printers’, visiting, funeral, menu, programme, 
wedding, i in sheet or cut = - 35 °/, ad val. 
77 | Do., playing - | 3s. per dozen packs. 
78 | Do., do., in sheets - - - |2s. 6d. per dozen packs. 
* Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 
+ Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any). 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 
79 | Carpenters’ bags - - - Free. 
80 | Carpeting and floor coverings : _ 
Carpeting and druggeting, oi! and other floor- 
cloth, matting and all descriptions of floor 
covering not otherwise enumetated (except 
coir and jute matting otherwise dutiable), floor 
mats and floor rugs made of the materials 
dutiable hereunder - - - 15 °/, ad val. 
81 Matting, coir and jute - - - 5 °/,,ad val. 
82 | Carpeting and druggeting, being felt ~- - Free. 
Carriage bolts, §ths of aw inch in diameter and 
under, and 4 ins. in length and under - Free. 
Do. cloth Free. 
Carriages, carte, and conveyances, inclnding second- 
hand, viz. 
83 Boston Rohn dog carts, gigs, tilburys, and 
other two-wheeled vehicles on springs or 
thorough braces” - - 61. each. 
84 Buggies, four wheeled | Without tops, } 
85 Waggons for carrying goods | mounted on 
86 — single or double} springs or 91. each. 
seated - thorough 
87 Waggon, express braces. 
88 Hansom safety cabs - - - 
89 Single and double seated 
90 - With tops 
91 Four-wheeled buggies - 
92 Omnibuses and coaehes mails or 
passengers - 251. each. 
93 Barouches - - - - 
94 Broughams - - - - 
95 - - - - - 
97 Mail phetons - - - ~ 
98 Victorias re 
99 All carts and waggons without springs, and 
spring carts and apng drays with two 
‘ wheels - - 20 °/, ad val. 
100 All carriages or conveyances not oterdies 
enumerated - - - . 25 °/, ad val. 
Parts of carriages :—* 
101 Sets of wheels (unbored and vamregss ~ 1/. 12s, per set. 
102 Do. (bored and tired) - - 21. 8s. per set. 
103 Poies - - . 4s. each. 
104 Shafts and bars - - 10d. per set. 
105 Under-gear (including axles and ‘arms) - 3/. 4s. per set. 
106 Buggy tops (if composed 
leather) 4l. each. 
107 Do. (if of any other material) - - 21. 8s. each. 
108 Carriage bodies in the white - - 4l. each. 
109 Bicycles, tricycles, and similar vehicles = - 10 °/, ad val. 
110 Do., do., do. The following finished compo- 


nent parts of bicycles, tricycles, and similar 
vehicles, such parts not being brazed or 
joined together, such parts being bearing 
brackets, chain wheels and axles, cranks, 
steel balls, ball heads and lugs, seat lugs, 


back-fork ends or lugs, brazed or solid, 


* Any separate parts of carriages not specially ennmerated as dutiable or free are_ 
ble with such duty as tie Commissioner may determine under section 6 of 
and Excise Duties Act, 1*90. 
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No. Articles, Rate of Duty. 
Carriages, carte, and conveyances, including second- 
 hand—cont. 
drawn fork sides; nipples, pedals, stamp- 
ings of all parts of cycles in the rough or 
partially finished, steel rims for pneumatic 
or other tires, steel spokes, handle ends, 
all rubber goods exclusively used in the 
manufacture of cycles and cycle tires, all 
fittings and parts used in the manufacture 
of pneumatic tires, cycle lamps, and bells Free. 
111 Perambulators and children’s carriages, 
whether wholly or partly ae: up, or 
parts of the same - - 35 °/, ad al. 
112 | Carriages or other vehicles used in the conveyance 
of passengers or goods across the frontier which 
have been registered with the Officer of Customs 
nearest the place where such carriage or vehicle 
may ply or pass, and in such a manner as the 
Commissioner of Trade and Customs may by any 
order from time to time —r* - - Free. 
Carriage lamps - - 25 °/, ad val 
Carts (including second-hand), without springs - 20 °/, ad val. 
Do., do., spring, two-wheeled - 20 ad val. 
Cartridges, gun, filled - - - 20 oP ad val. 
Cases or boxes, viz., dressing, glove, hendkerchite?, 
jewel, scent, work, ng the articles 
belonging thereto (if any) 25 °/, ad val. 
Cases or medicine, or without fittings - 25 ad val. 
Cases, viz. 
Blotting - - - 35 °/, ad val. 
Card, not being of gold or © silver - 35 °/, ad val. 
Date (except otherwise and cards 
therefor - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Pencil. See “ Jewellery ” - - - = ys ad val. 
Stationery. See “ Stationery ” . - - |, ad val. 
Containing or imitation jewellery 30 ad val. 
Writing - - - 20 °/,, ad val. 
For pipes. See “ Pipes” - . 25 °/, ad val. 
For cigar and cigarette holders. See “i Pipes rs 25 °/, ad val 
Timber cut into shapes for making into - - | 6d. per cubic foot. 
Casks and shooks (new or second-hand), staves, 
shaped and dressed, and tubs - - - °/, ad val. 
Cattle, horned, not exceeding 10 in number, which 
for the previous six months have formed portion 
of the bond fide working stock of any person 
coming across the border into Victoria to settle 
on the lands of this colony - Free.~ 
113 | Cement, including plaster of Paris and other 
products having sulphate of lime as a basis - 1s. per ewt. 
Cements, liquid - - - * 20 °/, ad val 
Centrifugal cream separators - - = Free.* 
Chaff-cutter knives - - Free 
Chain wheels and axles for bicycles, trieyeles, and 
similar vehicles, not being ane or joined with 
any other part - Free. 

j Chains (metal) - Free. 
Do., curtain (metal) - Free. 
Chair, sofa, and other furniture springs - 10 °/, ad val. 
Chaises, Boston (including second-hand), two- 

wheeled vehicles on springs or oo. braces - 6l. each. 
Chambers C.C. (earthenware) - | 8d. per cubic foot.t 
* Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any). 
¢ Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 

| Channel iron - ° - 3/1. per ton. 

114 | Charcoal and coal (ground) = 20 °/, ad val. 
115 ! Do., animal - - Free. 
116 | Cheese 3d. per lb. 


Chemicals and dona, packed ready. for retail sale 
or consumption, including medical compounds 
containing spirits not exceeding the strength of 
proof by Sykes’ hydrometer ; and all prepara- 
tions recommended as beneficial for any portion 
of the human or animal body, or the cure or the 


treatment of any disease or affection whatever - 25 °/, ad val. 
Chests or cases, moticine, with or without 
| fittings - 25 ad val. 
Chicory 3d. per Ib. 
Chignons (articles of artificial human hair, manu- 

factured) - 25 °/, ad val. 


Children’s carriages (including second-hand) 
whether wholly or partly made up, or parts of 


| the same 35 °/, ad val. 

Chimneys for lights, when cut, embossed, engraved, : 

etched, ground, or 2s. 6d. per cubic foot.* 

0., do., when not cut, embosse engrav 

etched, frosted, ground, or sand-blasted “a - | 1s. per cubic foot.* 

117 | Chinaware and porcelain 15 °/, ad val. 

118 | Do., do., being ppotagraphio, scientific, and tele- 

graphic materials - 
Chlorodyne - - Tree. 

Chocolate 3d. per lb. 
Cider, in bottles, per gallon, or for six reputed 

| quart bottles, or for 12 reputed pint bottles - 1s. 3d. 

Do., otherwise enumerated - 10d. per 
Ciga - - - 6s. per 

Cigar holders, cases for - 25 °/, ad val. 

i Cigarette holders, cases for ~ - - 25 I ad val. 

; Clay pipes, smoking = - - - - 1s. per gross. 
Clips, axle (metal) - - Free. 
Do., letter - - - - - 35 °/, ad val. 
Do., spring (metal) - Free. 


119 Clocks, and all parts thereof, whether wholly ot or 


I partly made up - 15 °/, ad val. 
120 | Clogsand pattens- = - . 20 of ad val. 
Clothing, horse (including 
girths not otherwise dutiable) - - 35 °/, ad val. 
Do., printed labels for - 3u °/, ad val. 
Cloth : 
Brattice - : - - Free. 
Carriage - - - Free. 


Coffin, woollen or 
containing wool, being piece goods, and all 


portions of piece goods not made up - 15 °/, ad val, 
Oil and other floor (except coir ond jute 

matting otherwise dutiable) - - 15 °/, ad val. 
Saddle, woollen - - - - ree. 
Waterproof, of all kinds - Free. 
Wire, over 36-mesh (metal) : Free. 
Wire and felts, for felting. or paper-making 

machinery - Free. 


: Cut up into sizes or lengths for making caps, 
d under regulations to be made by the Commis- 
q sioner of Trade and Customs - Free. 
f Mantle, woollen manufactures or manufactures 

containing wool, being piece goods, and all 
i portions of piece goods not mote up for 
4 women’s and girls’ wear - . 15 °/, ad val. 


* Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported. 
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Cloth—cont. 
Saddle - 35 °/, ad val. 
Woollen manufactures or manufactares contain- 
ing wool, being piece goods, and all portions 
of piece goods not made up, wag — 
made to imitate skins 15 °/, ad val. 
Coaches (including second-hand) for carrying 
mails or passengers 251. each. 
Coal and charcoal (ground) - - a 20 °/, ad val. 
Coat hangers, when stamped in gold, sliver, or 
metal, or in 30 °/, ad val. 
ings, woollen manufactures or mannfactures ° 
not made up - ° 
Cocculus indicus - - 1s. per Ib. 
Cocoa - 3d. per lb. 
121 | Do., raw - - - - Free. 
Cocoa-nut oil, in bulk - - nT Free. 
Cocoa nuts - - - - Free. 
122 | Coffee, cocoa, chicory, chocolate - - - 3d. per lb. 
123 | Coffee,raw - - Free. 
Coffin cloth, woollen manufactures ¢ or manufactures 
containing wool, being piece goods, and all por- 
tions of piece goods not made up . . 15 °/, ad val. 
Coir and jute matting - - 25 of ad val. 
Do. rope - - - 5s. per ewt. 
Do. yarn - - - - Free. 
Collar checks, - Free. 
Coloured or grey blankets, containing wool, but not 
of white body - 15 °/, ad val. 
Colours and paints, ground in oil, including patent 
dryers and putty - 2l. per ton. 
Do., do., mixed npady for set from or aj any sub- 
stance - 4l. per ton. 
124 | Colours, artists’ - . Free. 
Combinations, hosiery. See Hosiery. 
125 | Combs, toilet - - - - 10 °/, ad val. 
Comfits, of which the invoice value, including the 
inside packages (if any), amperes ls. yee lb. 25 °/, ad val. 
Comfits, other . - | 2d. per pint or lb.* 
Common blasting powder - - - Free. 
Concentrators, for mining purposes ae) - Free. 
Conductors, lightning eset - - Free. 
Do., water (metal) - ALLS Free. 
Confectionery, comfits, oncondes, sweetmeats :— 
126 Of which the invoice value, including the inside 
package, if any, exceeds + per lb. . 25 °/, ad val. 
127 Other - - | 2d. per pint or Ib.* 
Confectionery glasses, when cut, embossed, en- 
graved, etched, frosted, ground, or sand-blasted - | 2s. 6d. per cubic foot. 
- * Per pintor Ib. or reputed package of that quantity or weight, and so in propor- 
tion for any such reputed quantity or weight. 
t Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 
(T'o be continued.) 
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XIV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Regulations for the Importation of Plants. 


. With reference to a notice on page 685.of the June number of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal,” a despatch, dated 22nd June last, 
has been received at the Foreign Office from M. Lessar, the 
Russian Chargé d’Affaires in London, enclosing copies of the 
regulations regarding the importation of plants into the Russian 
Empire, from which it appears that this importation is permitted 
through the following Custom-houses :— 

Taurogen, Yourbourg, Wierzbolowo, Graiévo, Néchava, 
Alexandrovo, Véroukhovo, Schipiorné, Sosnovitsé, Granitsa, 
Radzivilovo, Kretingen, Prajskaia, Gerb, Slouptzy,—the ports of 
the White Sea, and Baltic Sea, and Odessa, Batoum and 
Novorossiisk in the Black Sea. In the case of Novorossiisk a 
special permission from the Minister of Agriculture is required 
for each importation. 


Proposed New Port in Djarilgatsk Bay. 


A communication, dated 29th June last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. H. G. Mackie, Acting Consul- 
General at Odessa, reporting that the Russian Government has 
under contemplation the establishment of a port in the Djarilgatsk 
Bay, situated to the north of the Perekop Gulf. 


Regulations regarding the Importation of Rags. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Consul- 
General for Russia, the following copy of a circular relating to 
the importation of rags into that country, viz. :-— 

Circular No. 7197, from the Department 
of Customs. 
Dated St. Petersburg, April 1, 1896. 

The Department of Customs has ascertained that the various 
Custom-houses on the occasions when rags are imported from 
abroad accompanied by a certificate of disinfection, also demand 
a certificate as to the nen-infection of the locality of the origin of 
the said merchandise. Taking into consideration that, according 
to section 8 of the circular of the Medical Department of the 
5th September 1893, No. 1,475, the rags can be imported from 
abroad without any impediment only when they are disinfected, 
and that in proof of the same it is necessary to produce an official 
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certificate of the authorities from the place of export to the effect 
that the disinfection really took place; in the contrary case they 
must be sent for disinfection to those frontier points where there 
are in existence means for disinfection. The exception to this 
rule is only allowed in such cases when the factories or stores 
receiving the rags are situated near the frontier, and possess the 
means for disinfection. 

Therefore the Department of Customs informs the Custom- 
houses for due fulfilment that at the time of the clearing of the 
rags it is necessary to guide themselves by the above-stated 
order of the Ministry of the Interior, and that their demand of a 
certificate of non-infection from the place of origin of the ' 
besides the certificate of disinfection of the rags, cannot be 
sustained, as the Ministry of the Interior informs all concerned 
by means of publications in the Government Messenger of all 
countries which are infected with contagious diseases. 

All previous Orders relating to the importation of , which 
are not in accordance with this circular, must be considered as 
cancelled. 

Sec. 8. The rags can be imported from abroad without any 
hindrance in a disinfected state only, if otherwise they must be 
sent for disinfection to those frontier points where means for 
disinfection exist, the exception to this is only allowed in such 
cases where the manufactories or works receiving the rags are 
situated near the frontier and possess the means for disinfection. 


DENMARK. 


Tonnage Declaration with Russia. 


A despatch, dated 24th June last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, enclosing copy of a circular which states that a 
declaration has been signed at St. Petersburg, containing new 
rules for the recognition in Russian and Finnish ports of the net 
tonnage indicated in the certificates of nationality and registration 
of Danish vessels and vice versd. This declaration was to enter 
into force on the 13th July 1896. 


BELGIUM. 


Increase of Customs Duty and Excise on Alcohol. 


A despatch, dated 18th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from the Hon. Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s 


Minister at Brussels, enclosing a copy of the “Moniteur Belge ” 
containing notification of alterations in the Belgian Customs tariff 
as follows:— 
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—_— Old Tariff. New Tariff. 


Francs. Francs. 
§ 32"Alcoholic Liquids : 
Brandies of all kinds : 

In casks of 50° strength or less by Gay-Lussac 

alcoholmeter, at a temperature of 15° centigrade, 


per hectolitre - - 100 150 

In casks, for every degree above 50°, per hectolitre 2 3 
In bottle, and liqueurs, of whatever strength, per 

hectolitre - - - - 200 300 

* Other alcoholic liquids, per hectolitre - - 134 200 

§14 Alimentary Preserves,—with spirits, per 100 kilos. 80 120 


And by Article III. of this new Law, the excise on alcohol 
distilled in Belgium is raised from 64 francs to 100 franes per 
hectolitre. 

This new Customs tariff and excise was to come into operation 
on the 18th June last in order to avoid the possibility of specula- 
tion by importers and distillers. 


Promulgation of the New Alcohol Law. 

A despatch, dated 1st July last, has been received ai the Foreign 
Office from Mr. OC. F. Adam, Her Majesty's Secretary of Lega- 
tion at Brussels, enclosing extract from the “ Moniteur Belge,” 
containing a final notice fixing the Ist September next as the 
date of the promulgation of those provisions of the Alcohol Law 
passed in April last, which were not put into force by the Royal 
Decree of June 15 last. 


France—Cocuin Cnina. 
Regulations for the Port of Saigon. 


A despatch, dated 6th June last, has been received from the 
Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Paris, enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel” containing 
presidential decree as to the regulations concerning the port of 
Saigon. Article I. fixes the limits of the port, and Article IT. 
that part of the river reserved for vessels carrying petroleum. 

The remaining articles provide regulations relative to the 
government of the river, and of the port, and to the duties of 
captains of vessels on arrival at, during their stay in, and on 
their departure from the port. 


France.—New Ca.epDonia. 
Free Entry of Jute Sacks. 
A despatch, dated 7th July last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel,” 


containing Presidential decree authorising the free entry of jute 
sacks into the French colony of New Caledonia. 
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PORTUGAL. 
Duty on Lappings. 

A despatch, dated 15th June last, has been received from Sir 
H. G. Macdonell, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, enclosing 
translation of a Royal Decree, dated 6th June last, by which the 
under-mentioned article is inserted in the Import Customs tariff of 
Portugal, and the following rate of duty is fixed thereon, viz.;— 


Lappings - - perkilog 60 reis (3°20d.) 


SPAIN. 
Duty on Goods forwarded by Post. 

A despatch, dated 11th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Madrid, enclosing translation of the following 
Royal Decree relative to goods forwarded by post to Spain. 

Art. 1. The consignee of articles forwarded from abroad 
through the post and subject to Customs duty may, when the 
same are not returned to the source of origin, elect between 
refusing to accept them or paying a fine of from five to ten times 
the duty leviable thereon ; Article 306 of the Customs Ordinances 
in force being understood to be amplified in this sense. 

Art. 2. Rules 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 of the Royal Order of November 
20th, 1893, in so far as they are not contrary to the dispositions 
of the present decree, shall continue in force. 

Art. 3. As an exception to what is prescribed by the first 
paragraph of Article 32 of the Ordinances, the fines imposed shall 
be divided equally between the Treasury and the parties 
discovering the offender. 

Art. 4. The dispositions of the present decree shall be applied to 
cases which are now under the consideration of the administrative 
authorities. 


Customs Surtaxes on Foreign Wheat, &c. 

A despatch, dated 2nd July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Madrid, enclosing copy of extract from the 
“ Madrid Gazette,” containing the following decree with reference 
to the Customs surtaxes on imports of foreign wheat, wheaten 
flour, and bran :— 

Art. 1. The Customs surtaxes established by the law of 
February 9th, 1895, on foreign wheat, wheaten flour, and bran 
imported shall remain in force until June 30th, 1897. 

Art. 2. The Government will, as soon as possible, lay a project 


of law before the Cortes, fixing the Customs duty to be levied . 


from that date on the aforesaid products. 

Art. 3. Should the Cortes not have noted, or His Majesty 
sanctioned, the law referred to in the preceding article on the 
30th of June 1897, the above-mentioned surtax shall continue to 
be levied until the promulgation of said law. 
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Export Duties on Galena, &, 


A despatch, dated 2nd. July ‘last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s 
Ampennior at Madrid, enclosing copy of: a Royal Decree as 
follows :— T pol 

The suspension of the duties stipulated in Nos. 3, 4, and: 5 
of the export tariff for galena, argentiferous lead, and litharge 
ores shall be prorogued during the whole of the financial year 
ending 1897 ; the Government being authorised to suspend the 
application of this law to nations who impose import duty on 
similar Spanish products. 


Tariff Decisions. 
Note.—Kilogramme = 2:2 lbs. avoirdupois. Quintal = 220°4 lbs. 
avoirdupois. Lire=9,5,d. ' 

The following decisions relative to the duties on certain 
merchandise have recently been published by the Italian Ministry 
of Finance 

Sleeve-links of common metal, with’ a mother-of-pearl disc, are 
to pay duty as “ mercerie fini,” 200 lire per quintal, according to 
No. 3526 of the tariff. 

-Electric:bell mountings of painted or varnished wood with the 
button itself of bone or china to pay a duty of 13 lire the quintal, 
aceording to No. 178d. 

Cut cardboard, made up into boxes to hold woollen goods, pays 
a duty of 12 lire per quintal, according to No. 195. ( 

Wooden hoops for velocipede wheels are to be ciassified as 
utensils and manufactures of wood, and pay duty at. the rate of 
18 lire per quiutal. 

Electro-plated carriage lamps pay duty as silver goods (/avori 
@argento), 9 lire per kilog., according to No. 249 of the tariff. 

eating apparatus for water, known as the “ Economizzatore,” 
to be classed as cast-iron multitubular boilers, and pay duty at 
14 lire per quintal, according to No. 238a. pow 

China ornaments, with additions of metal, to pay 100 lire per 

quintal as “ mercerie comuni.” iy 

o Small articles of china, consisting ‘of a’ coffee set, in cardboard 
boxes, are adjudged to be taxed together as “ China, decorated,” 
according to 2716 ofthe tariff. 
a» Glass panes for roofing, having a galvanised iron netting fitted 
inside the glass,:pay duty, as “ Passes of glass'or crystals in the 
roug h,” at therate of 8 lire per quintal, according to 272 of the 


A commercial product known as sulphurated oil cake ( Tour- 
teaux de Sesame. sulfurés) is admitted duty free, according to 
aNo. 308 of tariff. 

i Small looking glasses fitted up for advertising purposes, to pay 
duty as “Framed looking glasses, of a combined length and 
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breadth of not more than 160 centimetres,” at a rate of 40 lire 
per quintal. 
Articles made of chenille of silk waste pay a, duty of 2:50 lire 
per kilog., with an additional) 40 per cent. for the making up.. 
A commercial product known as “The paint 
ready mixed,” is classified as “ Varnish without spirit, containing 
mineral oils,” and pays a duty of 40:lire per quintal., 


Unrrep Sraves. 
Tariff Decisions. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs tariff and the application of the Customs laws of 
the United States have recently been given, by the Customs 
authorities in that country :— : 

Dry white paint is dutiable at 1} cents per lb. under paragraph 
60 of Act of 1890. 

Silk-muslin bands, known as “ bande brodé,” a gauze-like silk 
tissue, is dutiable as silk embroidery at 60 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 413 of Act of 1890; 

Curtain net is to pay duty as bleached cotton cloth under 

ph 345 of Act of 1890. 

Silk embroidery is to be cleared at 60, per cent. ad valorem 

Cotton embroidered flouncings are assessed as cotton embroidery 
at 60 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 373. 

Rabbits’ fur is to pay duty as furs not on the skin, prepared 
for hatters’ use, at 20 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 444. 

Parasol coverings of silk with an overwork of netting and 
figured silk, are liable to duty as manufactures of silk at 50 per 
cent. ad valorem under paragraph 414. 

Church organs are held to he machinery under section 13 of 
Act of August 28, 1894, and may be imported free of duty for 
repairs. 
pwnd and flax handkerchiefs, hemstitched, are dutiable at 
50 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 348 of Act of 1890, 

Kid gloves embroidered with more than three single strands 
are subject to an additional duty of 50 per cent. under paragraph 
458 of the same Act. : 

.. Diamonds cut,; but not set, are assessed: at 25 per cent. ad 
valorem under paragraph 338 of Act of 1894. 

_. Silk veils and silk bands (bande mousseline brodée) are 
cuban at 60 per cent, ad valorem under paragraph 413 of Act 
of 1890. ° 

, Fans painted by artists in water colours on kid or silk, and of 
high value, are liable to duty as paintings at 15 per cent. ad 
valorem under h 465 of the same Act. ai 

. (Silk insertings are dutiable at.45 per cent. ad valorem as manu- 


factures of silk under paragraph 302 of Act of 1894. 
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— statuary is not dutiable as such unless wrought by 


Glass beads strung and arranged in the form of ornaments are 

assessed as manufactures of glass at 60 per cent. ad valorem under 
ph 108 of Act of 1890. 

Olive oil fit for salad purposes is to be cleared at 25 per cent. 
ad valorem under the Act of 1890. ; 

Artists’ colours are dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem under paragraph 61 of Act of 1890. 

Woollen braids are assessed at 60 cents per pound and 60 per 
cent, ad valorem under paragraph 398. 


Free Entry of Domestic Products exported and returned. 


A despatch has been received from the Foreign Office, 
enclosing copy of the following circular issued by the Treasury 
Department of the United States Government :— | 

“Paragraph 387 of the Act of August 28, 1894, provides as 
follows :— 

“ Articles the growth, produce, and manufacture of the United 
States, when returned after having been exported, without 
having been advanced in value or improved in condition by any 
process of manufacture or other means; casks, barrels, carboys, 
bags, and other vessels of American manufacture exported filled 
with American products, or exported empty and returned filled 
with foreign products, including shooks when returned as barrels 
or boxes ; also quicksilver flasks or bottles, of either domestic or 
foreign manufacture, which shall have been actually experted 
from the United States; but proof of the identity of such 
articles shall be made, under general regulations to be prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, but the exemption of bags 
from duty shall apply only to such domestic bags as may be 
imported by the exporter thereof, and if any such articles are 
subject to internal tax at the time of exportation such tax shall 
be proved to have been paid before exportation and not refunded : 
Provided, that this paragraph shall not apply to any article 
upon which an allowance of drawback has been made, the 
re-importation of which is hereby prohibited except upon pay 
ment of duties equal to the drawbacks allowed; or to any 
article manufactured in bonded warehouse and exported under 
said provision of law: And provided further, that when manu- 
factured tobacco which has been exported without payment of 
internal-revenue tax shall be re-imported, it shall be retained in 
the custody of the collector of Customs until internal-revenue 
stamps in payment of the legal duties shall be placed thereon.” 

This provision is a reproduction of paragraph 482 of the Act of 
October 1, 1890, with the addition of the words “but the 
“ exemption of bags from duty shall only apply to such domestic 
“ bags as may be imported by the exporter thereof.” 

Exportations under this provision of law must be bond fide 
and not for the purpose of evading any revenue law. 
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Merchandise, the growth, produce, or manufacture of the 
United States, ostensibly exported to ports in Canada in foreign 
vessels, but really shipped from one place in the United States 
to another by routes part water and part rail, and passing 
through foreign territory, are not bond fide exportations, and 
the merchandise is not entitled to free entry on importation. 

Entries of merchandise returned to the port of original 
exportation must show the fact of regular clearance for a foreign 
destination by the records of the Customs, and by the declaration 
of the person making the entry. But when the reimportation is 
made into a port other than that of original exportation, there 
shall be required, in addition to the declaration, a certificate from 
the collector and the naval officer, if any, of the port where the 
exportation was made, showing the fact of exportation from that 
port. Ifthe importation be made within one year after the date 
of exportation, the collector shall require the importer to make 
affidavit to the fact that such exportation was made by him in. 
good faith. 


Oath for Return of American Products exported. 


é do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear 
(or affirm) that the several articles of merchandise mentioned in 
the entry hereto annexed are, to the best of my knowledge and 
belief, truly and bond fide of the growth (or production or manu- 
facture) of the United States; that they were truly exported and 
imported as therein expressed; that they are returned without. 
having been advanced in value or improved in condition by any 
process of manufacture or other means, and that no drawback, 
bounty, or allowance has been paid or admitted thereon, or on 
any part thereof. 

Port of 

Sworn to this day of 18 

Collector. 


Certificate of Exportation of Domestic Commodities, 


District of > Port of 18. 
This is to certify that there were cleared from this port on the 
in the , whereof was 
master, for , the following articles of merchandise 


(here enumerate the number of packages, their denomination, 
marks, numbers, and contents) on which no drawback, allowance, 
or bounty has been paid or admitted. 

(Seal.) Collector. 

(Seal.) Naval Officer. 

If such certificate cannot at once be procured, and the proof 
otherwise required be produced, free entry will be permitted on 
bond being given for the production of the certificate in a sum 
equal to what the duties would be if it were foreign merchandise. 
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To; guard, against fraud, and to ensure identity, the collector 
shall require in addition to proof of clearance, the production of 
a declaration made: by. the foreign exporter of the goods before the 
United States Consul, of the fact that the. merchandise was 
imported from the United Spates, and that it has not been advanced 
in value nor improved in condition, by any process of manufacture 
or other means... But if, it be .impracticable to produce such 
declaration at the time of making entry, bond may be given for 
the production thereof. 

Collectors, with concurrence of naval officers, if any, may 
waive the record evidence of clearance and above declaration, and 
in lieu thereof accept other satisfactory evidence of exportation 
in the case of domestic goods on which no drawback has been 
allowed, valued at not over 100 dols., if satisfied that the failure 
to produce the record evidence did not result from wilful negli- 

ence on the part of the importers. 

In default of observance of the foregoing requirements, 
imported merchandise will be treated as foreign. 

Should it appear that any internal-revenue tax was remitted or 
refunded by way of drawback on the original exportation of any 
articles of the growth, manufacture, or product of the United 
States, a duty must be exacted upon their return equal in amount 
to the tax imposed by the internal-revenue laws upon such 
articles at the time of their re-importation, but all articles 
manufactured ‘in bonded warehouse are subject te duty, on re- 
importation, as foreign merchandise, and all articles on which 
png was made are liable to a duty equal to the drawback 

owed. 

The following oath will be required in all cases of importations 
of bags claimed to be of domestic origin :— 


Oath for Return of American Bags exported 


tc ‘t. » importer of the bags described in the 
entry herewith, do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear (or affirm) 
that said bags are of domestic production ; were shipped by me 


per the to on the day of 
; that the identical bags 
are now returned by me per the t, bearing marks 


; that the same have not been advanced in value or 
improved in condition while abroad ; that they are not baled with 
any bags of foreign origin, and that no drawback was paid to me 
on the:exportation thereof as aforesaid. 


Sworn to before me this day of "18 


It is desirable that-as a means of easy identification ineffaceable 
marks should be placed upon all exported - domestic bags,,fac- 
similes-of which should appear on the certificate of exportation. 


* State whether empty offilled with 
+ State whether empty or filled with 
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Duties voluntarily paid on returned American goods cannot be 
refunded in the absence of a timely protest under section 14 of 
the Act of June 10, 1890; as the only importations exempted from 
protest by section of .the: Act of’ March 3,.1875, are personal 
and household effects and other articles: not’ merchandise, ‘and 
Article 363. of the regulations of 1892'-applying only to goods 
brought in:as personal or household effects or passenger’s baggage. 


Sugar Bounties. 


A despatch, dated 28th May last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Julian Pauncefote, Her Maijesty’s 
Ambassador at Washington, stating that, according to Her 
Majesty’s Consul .al Chicago, a Bill was last session introduced 
in the Legislature of the State of Iowa for the payment of a 
bounty of 1 cent per pound on all sugar manufactured in the 
State; but that no conclusion had been reached when the 
Legislature adjourned, and that consequently the Bill had failed 
to become law. ae 


CLEARANCES OF VESSELS PROCEEDING FOREIGN vid A 
Domestic Port. 


A despatch, dated 6th July last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, enclosing copy of circular from the Treasury 
Department of the United States, which declares that’ a foreign 
vessel clearing from a domestic port to a foreign port, vid a 
domestic port where she is to stop for coal, supplies, or cargo, 
should proceed under sections 4367, 4368, and 4369, Revieed 
Statutes, delivering to the collector, at the first port duplicate 
manifests, properly sworn to, and obtaining permit, as in other 
cases, to be presented at the port of destination in the United 
States. If imported cargo be retained on the vessel, the require- 
ments of sections 2654, 2776, and 2777, Revised Statutes, as to 
bond, must be observed. 

Shippers’ manifests of exports should be accepted by the 
collector at the first port as if the vessel were to proceed from 


such port directly to a foreign port, and returns should be made 
to the Bureau of Statistics accordingly, the collector at the second 
port forwarding returns only of the merchandise laden at his port 
ae export, or of merchandise laden elsewhere covered b 

shipper’s manifest presented at his port and not included in the 
returns of another collector. It is the practice for the master to 
file at the last port of departure for a foreign port a full manifest 
of.the cargo. The fee for the coastwise permit is 2 dols. 

Similar action as to returns should be taken in the case ofa 
‘vessel of the United States clearing coastwise with cargo laden 
‘at one domestic port for export in her vid another domestic port, 
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Urveuay. 


Port Dues at Montevideo. 

According to a report of Mr. Grenfell, Her Majesty's Consul 
at Montevideo, the port of Montevideo has an outer and inner 
anchorage, the former being the part of the bay that lies between 
Point Gounouilhou and the Cibils Dock, and the latter from 
beyond a line drawn between these points to the outside buoys, 
and within which limits vessels must wait the sanitary visit. 

Before entering the inner harbour, application must be made to 
the captain of the port for a local pilot, whose services are paid 
according to the official tariff as below. 

Sailing vessels are obliged to take up pilots. 

Steamers with packet privileges are not compelled to accept the 
services of these pilots, but they generally do so to avoid 


onsibility. 
tariff is as follows :— 
Dols. 
For bringing a vessel to her moorings - = 10 
», taking a vessel to an offing - - - 10 
» Change of anchorage or moorings 
», each day of demurrage or quarantine - 2 


Vessels entering the harbour from a port in the Republic and 
remaining in the offing need not take up port pilots, but those 
which enter or leave the inne: port without a pilot on board are 
dols., or double pilotage—( Foreign Office Annual Series, 

0. 1749.) 


Britisn Inp1A. 


Tariff Modifications. 


In the exercise of the power conferred by section 23 of the Sea 
Customs Act, VIII. of 1878, the Governor-General in Council 
is pleased to exempt from the import duty leviable thereon under 
No. 14 of Schedule IV. of the Indian Tariff Act, VIII. of 
1894, as amended by Acts XVI. of 1894 and III, of 1896, 
Machinery (and component parts thereof) as defined in the said 
number, which is intended for the manufacture of paint and 
composition for application to leather, wood, and metals. 

The Government of India, in reply to a letter of the Govern- 
ment of Madras, dated the 9th April 1896, referring for orders 
the question whether hand-pumps should be treated as water-lifts, 
and as such be held to be exempt from import duty under 
No. 13 of Schedule IV. of the Indian Tariff Act, states that the 
words “ordinarily used in processes of husbandry, or for the 

reparation for use or for sale of the products of husbandry,” in 
Ko. 13 of the Tariff Schedule, govern the whole of the exemptions 
specified in that number. Hand-pumps not being ordinarily used 
for such purposes, and also not being ordinarily known as 
“ water-lifts,” are, therefore, not included in the exemption. 
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TRINIDAD AND ToBaao. 


Harbour Dues at Port-of-Spain. 

The Board of Trade have received, from the collector of 
Customs at Trinidad, copy of an ordinance to authorise the 
imposition of harbour dues for the improvement of the harbour of 
Port-of-Spain, which enacts that— 

From and after the 1st day of July 1896, the following 
harbour improvement dues shall be levied and paid on the cargo 
landed at or shipped from any port in this island, that is to 
:— 

(1.) Ships over 60 tons to pay 24d. per ton to be computed on 
the weight or measurement of goods landed, transhipped, or 
shipped as shown by the bills of lading or otherwise to the 
satisfaction of the collector of Customs. 

Subject, however, to the right of the master to elect to pay 
at the rate of 5d. per ton on the register tonnage of such ship, 
in which case it shall be lawful for such master to discharge 
and load a full cargo without the payment of any further 
charge. 

{2.) Ships arriving in ballast to load to be charged 24d. per ton 
on the cargo shipped. 

Provided that vessels arriving and departing in ballast shall be 

free from payment of any dues. 

Provided also that ships of and under 20 tons shall be free from 
payment of such dues. 

Provided also that ships of 60 tons and under shall pay a 
commuted fee in respect of both the inward and outward cargo at 
the time of entry according to the following scale :— 

(1.) Ships over 20 and under 30 tons burthen to pay 4s. 

(2.) Ships from 30 to 40 tons to pay 5s. 

(3.) Ships of 40 to 50 tons to pay 6s. 

(4.) Ships of 50 to 60 tons to pay 8s. 
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_, XV,EXTRACTS. FROM DIPLOMATIC AND... 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Tuer Russtan Crop oF 1895. 


According, to a recent report of Mr. A. Woodhouse, Her 
Majesty's Consul at Riga, the flax crop of 1895 turned out 
considerably larger than that of the preceding year. Statistics 
give the total yield at 574,771 tons, or 158,633 tons more than 
in 1894,. In the 18 provinces which supply the foreign markets 
and the Russian mills with fibre, viz., Livonia, Pskoff, St. Peters- 
burg, Novgorod, Wilna, Witebsk, Kovno, Courland, Tver, 
Smolensk, Kaluga, Vologda, Kostroma, Yaroslav, Vladimir, 
Nijni-Novgorod, Perm, and Viatka the yield was somewhat 
greater than in 1894, owing to an increase in the area laid under 
the plant. The following figures give the out-turn in these 
18 provinces for the past three years :— 


Year. Area Sown. Quantity 

Acres. Tons. 
1893 7 - - - 2,076,646 210,887 
1894 - - 2,237,919 239,549 
*1895 - - - “2,470,786 250,573 


In the provinces of Livonia,, Pskoff, St.,, Petersburg, and 
Novgorod the increase was noticeable, the quantity produced 
being 77,804 tons against 53,886 tons in 1894. In Livonia alone 
the yield was nearly double that of the preceding year, the area 
sown being as much greater in proportion. In Wilna, Witebsk, 
Kovno, and Courland the crop was estimated at 47,002 tons, 
45,940 tons being returned for 1894. In the provinces of Tver, 
Smolensk, and Kaluga, however, there was a slight decrease, 
the total yield being 38,747 tons, against 38,968 tons last season ; 
while in the eastern district, in the provinces of Vologda, 
Kostroma, Yaroslav, Vladimir. Nijni-Novgorod, Perm, and 
Viatka, which almost.exclusively supplies.the. Russian factories, 
the out-turn did not exceed 87,020 tons, which was 7,384 tons 
less than in 1894. 

The demand from abroad for a time being slack, it was feared 
that the accumulation of flax at those points which supply foreign 
markets would have an unfavourable effect on the trade. Contrary 
to expectation, however, shortly after the commencement of the 
flax season, in October, a briskness set in which continued without 
intermission to the end of February, and the shipments during 
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this period exceeded those of last season by 21,413 tons, the total 
quantities exported each season being as follows :— 
~ From October 1894 to end of February 1895, 71,394 tons; 
from October 1895 to end of February 1896, 93,807 tons. 

The quantity of flax exported from Riga in 1895 was 76,372 


tons, against 43,745 tons in the previous year—(Foreign Office 
Annual Series, No. 1731.) 


OPENINGS FoR BritisH TRADE AT TAGANROG. 


Mr. Wardrop, British Vice-Consul at Kertch, in a recent 
report to the Foreign Office states that Frenchmen, Germans, 
and Belgians contrive to obtain concessions and engage in pro- 
fitable commerce and industry in that part of the world in 
spite of heavy duties and other hindrances to trade. English 
manufacturers and merchants might do well to send a few com- 
mercial travellers acquainted with the language to make a tour 
through the Crimea and Transcaucasia and meet local buyers. 
If business is to be done in that region it cannot be secured by 
any other means. Machinery for mills and artesian wells, 
agricultural implements, steam launches and tugs, rope, fishing 
seines, nets and hooks, tin-plates, may be mentioned as articles for 
which a demand might be expected. In the Kertch district the 
field for enterprise is small, yet something could be done.—. 
(Foreiga Office Annual Series, No. 1736.) 


Tue Kertron FisHeries. 


The British Vice-Consul at Kertch reports that the fishery is 
one of the richest in the empire, and it is estimated that the 
annual catch of herrings is worth 50,000/, The herring season 
begins at Yenikale about the end of September, and lasts till the 
Strait freezes, say, at the beginning of January ; it is then continued 
at Tuzla Spit and Kamyshburun till March or April. There is 
no legislative protection of the fish at any season. The number 
of men employed is about 800, divided into gangs of 38 
toaboat. They are sturdy vagabonds from all parts of the empire, 
a large percentage of them probably escaped convicts, yet the 
system of making each gang interested in the deeds of its 
members prevents crime and disorder. The gangs are fed, 
clothed, and housed at the expense of the capitalist-; if the season 
is a good one, the latter deducts the cost of maintenance from the 

rofits; if it is a failure, the men have simply worked for their 
see Profits are divided as follows: first the expenses are 
deducted, then the remainder is equally shared between the 
capitalist. and the gangs. The share of each gang of 38 men is 
divided: into 40 parts, of which three fall to the ataman, or fore~ 
man; the share of an ordinary member amounts to about 20/. 
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or more in a season, exclusive of living expenses. The 
method of fishing is by seines, sometimes two miles in length, 
which are laid in the channel, and dragged up on the beach 
when the fish is supposed to be in them; sometimes the 
“pocket” in the centre of the seine contains 250,000 herrings. 
Unfortunately, there is nobody at Kertch acquainted with the 
best methods of salting, curing, and drying, and as the means of 
communication in winter are deplorable, millions of fish are wasted. 
Among other fish may be mentioned the kefal, furnishing 
excellent red caviare, a delicacy which might find a sale in Europe. 
—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1736.) 


OPENING OF Russo-BULGARIAN STEAMSHIP LINE. 


A despatch, dated 11th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. E. H. Elliot, Her Majesty’s 
Agent at Sofia, stating that the first steamer of the “Compagnie 
Russe de Navigation 4 Vapeur et de Commerce” trading from 
Odessa to Varna, Bourgas, and Constantinople and back, touched 
at the two Bulgarian ports in the previous week. The occasion 
was celebrated by festivities on board, and by marked attentions 


to the vessel on the part of the port authorities. 


German LAW TO AMEND THE INDUSTRIAL CoDE. 


A despatch, dated 24th June last, has been received at the 


Foreign Office from Mr. Martin Gosselin, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Berlin, transmitting a memorandum on the subject 
of a Bill which has just passed the Reichstag after a long and 
animated discussion, amending the Imperial “ Industrial Code” 
in certain particulars, and more especially in the matter of the 
regulations affecting itinerant dealers and commercial travellers. 
In this memorandum it is stated that the explanations of the 
provisions of the Bill, as prepared by the Government, are to the 
following effect 

For some years the small shopkeepers of Germany have been 
in a bad condition, and, in many quarters, this is attributed to 
the increase of the itinerant trade. The Government is not 
inclined to attribute the decay of the small shopkeepers to this 
cause alone, but is of the opinion that the regulations as to the 
itinerant trade might well be made more strict. Proposals are 
therefore made for limiting still more the number of articles in 
which such vendors are allowed to deal, and also for making 
more stringent the conditions under which a license can be 

ted. The question as to whether commercial travellers 
representing great houses are to be allowed to sell goods to the 
public as well as to the trade, is one which has been forced upon 
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the Government’s attention. A proposal is made in the sense 
of increasing the restrictions. 

The other matters to which atteation is called are :— 

Private hospitals; regulations fixing the conditions under 
which they can be founded. Theatres; for increasing the 
security demanded from anyone starting a theatrical enterprise. 
Alcoholic liquors; regulations as to sale by associations, sale on 
Sundays, special licenses for retail trade. 

The vane alterations made by the Act in the provisions 
of the Industrial Code are as follows :— 

I. As regards hawkers and pedlers : 

The trade can be forbidden for particular parts of a district. 

The license cannot be granted to anyone under 24. 

The hawking of seeds, ornaments, and spectacles is for- 
bidden. 

II, As regards commercial travellers : 

Except on special invitation commercial travellers are for- 
bidden to sell goods to anyone not a producer of similar 
wares or a dealer in the same. 

Except in the case of printed matter, it is forbidden to 
commercial travellers to solicit orders from anyone not 
in trade unless in special branches of trade to be here- 
after sanctioned by the Bundesrath. 


TRAFFIC THROUGH THE KAISER- WILHELM CANAL. 


A despatch, dated 20th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. M. Gosselin, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Berlin, stating that, according to a statement puh- 
lished in the “ Reichsanzeiger ” of June 19 last, 1,360 ships, with 
a net tonnage of 139,787 register tons, passed through the Kaiser- 
Wilhelm Canal during the month of May, the dues paid during 
the same period amounting to 78,206 marks (about 3,9102). 


GOVERNMENT DYEING SCHOOL AT CREFELD. 


A despatch, dated 19th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Martin Gosselin, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d'Affaires at Berlin, stating that a Government chemical dyeing 
school has recently been opened at Crefeld, which has cost 


about 20,0002, exclusive of the machinery and fabrics, which — 


have for the most part been presented by private manufacturers. 
The school contains laboratories for research and educationai 
purposes, as well as a complete collection of dyeing machinery, 
and an exhibition showing the result of different processes. 

The establishment has been lately visited by the manager of 
one of the greatest dyeing works in Lyons, who is stated to have 
expressed the highest opinion of the institution. 


92778, E 
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SreaMsHie LINE BETWEEN BREMEN AND GALVESTON 
(U.S.A.).* 

A communication, dated June 8 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. W. Blake, Acting British Consul at 
Galveston (Texas), stating that it has been definitely decided to 
run the North German Lloyd Line of steamships direct and at 
regular intervals between Galveston and Bremen, and the firat 

ill leave Bremen for Galveston on September 20 next. 


Tue Foreign TRADE OF SWITZERLAND. 


A despatch, dated 22nd June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. R. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Berne, enclosing statement relative to the foreign trade of 
Switzerland for the last three years as follows :— 


Merchandise, 
exclusive of Specie. 1893. 1894, 1895. 
Franes. Francs. Francs. 
Imports - 827,522,000 825,883,000 915,852,000 
Exports ~ - 646,451,000 621,199,000 663,360,000 


The share of the increase in 1895 over 1894 falling to Great 
Britain is, in imports, 169,290/., and in exports, 497,454/,° the 
last, chiefly silks, embroideries, and condensed milk. 

Mr. St. Jobn states that Great Britain is second only to 
Germany as a purchaser of Swiss products, and while the latter 
country sells in Switzerland far more than she buys, Great 
Britain purchases from Switzerland nearly three times more than 
she sells, and may consequently be looked upon as Switzerland’s 
best customer, a fact which has not always been taken into 
consideration there of late years. 3 


Spanish WINE IN OTHER COUNTRIES. 


According toa recent report of Mr. C. S. Smith, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Bilbao, it is found that Spanish wine improves in 
northern countries. A few years ago Germany began to use 
Spanish wines with a strong tendency to an increased demand, but 
the high duties imposed on Spanish wines ou account of the 
abnormal commercial relations between the two countries have 
entirely stopped their importation. The foreign requirements of 


* See also p. 85. 
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Germany continue to be supplied by France and Italy. New wine 
is scarcely shipped from Bilbao except for France; it is stated, 
however, that from the Mediterranean ports new wine is now 
imported into England by certain British firms who have. begun, 
apparently with much success, to carry out the ‘ coupage ” 
operation at home. 

The wines exported from Bilbao to the United Kingdom are 
“ finished,” and although they meet with many difficulties and 
have to compete with French clarets it is said that they are 
yearly attaining a larger sale, With regard to the exportation 
to France it may be said that after deducting from the total 
vintage of the northern districts the quantity required for 
domestic consumption, the greater proportion of the remainder is 
bought up on the spot in its raw condition by French dealers, who 
take it to France partly by railway but chiefly by sea from 
Passages. 

Wine growers in the northern parts of Spain are now taking 
all possible pains to improve the methods of elaboration of their 
clarets so as to suit foreign tastes. A good many substantial firms 
have been formed in the hope that they will shortly be able to 
compete with French brands. Among these firms the names of 
“ Marques del Riscal,” “ Compaiiia Vinicola del Norte de Espaiia,” 
“Marques de la Solana,” and others are becoming favourably 
known to British consumers.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 
1741.) 


Use or Foreian Coat at BILBAo. 


Her Majesty’s Consul at Bilbao, in a recent report to 
the Foreign Office, states that in the year 1894 the total 
output of Spanish coal mines was about 1,787,000 tons; the 
total import of foreign coal and coke was 1,612,000 tons. As 
the mines are developed and new means of transport opened it is 
reasonable to expect the output of native coal to increase. But 
unless transport is much cheapened and better coal is found, 
foreign coal is not likely to be superseded in Bilbao, prejudiced 
though it is by the low value of the peseta and by the high dut 
it has to pay, for, after all is said and done, Asturias coal is soft 
and friable, and though good for making gas it is inferior to 
British coal for steaming purposes, Again it must not be 
forgotten that although an extra tax has been imposed on other 
industries by the iron and coal interests, there is no obvious 
reason why its continuance should be quietly borne. (Foreign 


Office Annual Series, No, 1741.) 
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ELectric APPARATUS IN SPAIN. 


Her Majesty’s Consul at Bilbao, says that electricity is daily 
more used in that district. The light is used in streets, in villages, 
on the river, and in many houses; an electric tramway has been laid 
down from Bilbao to Santurce, and another one is under construction 
down the right bank of the river. But the names of British firms 
are not noticeable on any of the apparatus. None of it is made in 
Spain, all has to be imported, so that there is a field for competi- 
tion. The only thing is that Germans have got the start. It 
might be well worth the while of British firms to try whether 
they cannot secure part of the business. Even if they cannot 
compete in price, it is to be hoped that they can excel in quality, 
and it may be observed that as regards price, the Germans are 
handicapped by the payment of a heavier duty. If these remarks 
meet the eye of electrical plant manufacturers, they will, that is, 
the more enterprising ones, unless they are different from other 
manufacturers, write to ask for lists of firms to which they may 
send their price lists, which are made out in English; the answer 
would be that a list of firms will be found in the “ Libro de 
Bilbao,” published by Larraiiaga y Lejarcegui, Calle de Ledesma, 
No. 22, Bilbao, who will send it post free for 3s., but that it is 
far the best plan to send a traveller. The fact is, that a traveller 
is almost necessary when it is desired to supersede an article 
already in possession, but unfortunately the use of travellers never 
seems to commend itself to British firms.—(Foreign Office Annual 
Series, No. 1741.) 


Tue Import oF WooLLEN Goons INTO ITALY. 


Mr. E. Neville-Rolfe, Her Majesty’s Consul at Naples, states 
that woollen goods form an important article of import into Italy, 
and it is much to be feared that British manufacturers are being 
driven out of the market by their continental rivals. 

The class of woollen goods mainly imported from England 
consists of black and blue serges, black and blue worsted coatings, 


mixed worsted coatings, cheviot suitings, worsted suitings, and 
trouserings, beavers, overcoatings, all in “g” medium and fine 
qualities. 

From Germany, heavy beavers and Moscows. 

From Belgium, suitings and trouserings (chiefly worsted), and 
black and blue worsted coatings in small quantities. 

It is not the custom of English manufacturers to sell their goods 
“franco domicile.” Here again, they are behind both the 
Germans and the Belgiams, who offer their goods either at the 
mills or free domicile (that is carriage and duty paid) at the option 
of the buyer. They also accept payment and quote their prices 
in Italian currency, a plan which is of great convenience to their 
customers. : 

Greater attention should be paid to the designs, as in this 
the British martufacturers are being distanced by the foreigners, 
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and especially by the Belgians, who turn out extremely stylish 
patterns. 

The change from ad valorem to specific duties has made a great 
change in the importation of low cloths. 

Below are the duties as now re-arranged :— 

I, Duties vary according to weight per square metre, and the 
quality of wool employed. Goods composed wholly of carded 
wool (a single thread of combed wool even in the listing is 
sufficient to place them under the combed wool category) pay 
under the following three classes :— 

(a.) Weight under 300 grammes per square metre, 1 fr. 85 c. 


er kilo. 

(oh Weight over 300 grammes, but less than 500 grammes per 

square metre, 1 fr. 60 c. per kilo. 

(¢.) bes ag over 500 grammes per square metre, | fr. 40 o. 

er kilo. 

ou Goods composed of combed wool pay also under three 
classes :— 

(a.) Weight under 200 grammes per square metre, 2 fr. 50 c. 

per kilo. 

(2.) Weight over 200 but Jess than 500 grammes per square 

metre, 2 fr. 20 c. per kilo. 

(¢.) aa over 500 grammes per square metre, 1 fr. 90 c. 

per kilo. 

All duties are paid in gold. Customs expenses, including 
Custom agent’s fee, about 12 lire per bale or case. Certificate of 
origin required for goods composed of carded wool. 

The competition is severe and growing. Italian manufacturers 
have made great progress of late years. Yarns are imported 
from England, and the best English and Scotch designs copied. 

Germany competes keenly with England in beavers and 
Moscows, 

There are no large tailoring establishments in Naples in the 
English sense of the word. The town is full of small men with very 
limited means, whose credit requires constant watching. The 
wholesale firms and large retailers buy direct from manufacturers 
and commission houses, A good agent simplifies business, but 
with an ordinary man manufacturers are very liable to incur bad 
debts.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1703.) 


CoMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN SERVIA. 

A despatch, dated 10th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Edmund Fane, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Belgrade, stating, with referenre to certificates for British 
commercial travellers in Servia, that it is not the wish or inten- 
tion of the Custom-house authorities to place any difficulties that 
can be avoided in the way of such commercial travellers. They 
would be satisfied with a certificate signed an! sealed by any 
responsible authority, such, for instance, as a Chamber of 
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Commerce, the mayor of any town, or a Servian Consul. The 
certificates could be drawn up in English, if preferred, in place of 
the French form annexed to the treaty. 


TRADE OF EqGyptT IN 1895. 


A despatch, dated 28 May last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Lord Cromer, Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General at Cairo, enclosing copies of the Egyptian Trade 
Volumn and the report of the Director-General of Customs for 
the year 1895. 

From these accounts it appears that the total value of imports 
amounted to £ E 7,879,000 as compared with £ E 8,767,000 
during the preceding year, or a decrease of £ E 888,000, 

With the exception of cereals, which show an increase of over 
£ E 100,000 the decrease in imports has been general. In 
Mr. Caillard’s opinion this may be attributed to three causes: 

1. The fall in the price of cotton and other exported produce 
in 1894 and early in 1895, which has caused a corresponding 
decrease in the value of the goods purchased abroad, the import 
trade having resumed its normal course on the rise of the price of 
cotton at the end of the year. 

2. Excess of imports in the four preceding years. 

3. The fall in the price of certain imported articles which has 
caused a decrease in value although in some cases the quantity 
imported has been in excess of the preceding year. 

The total value of exports amounted to £ E 12,632,000 as 
compared with £ E 11,892,000 or an increase of £ E 740,000. 

The increase of over a million in the export of cotton is entirely 
due to the rise in the price, the total quantity having been less 
than in 1894 by 125,000 cantars, 

On the other hand an increased quantity of cotton seed was 
exported at a value inferior to that of last year. 

Sugar has decreased both in quantity and in value, the price 
being 30 per cent. lower than last year. 

The export of raw hides has increased in spite of the 
quarantine imposed on the produce of the province of Damietta 
at the end of the year. 

The revenue from tobacco continues to expand, although the 
consumption of it in Egypt has been affected by the losses on the 
sales of cotton and cereals. 


Ee@yprian Ports AND LIGHTHOUSES ADMINISTRATION, 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Foreign Office enclosing copy of the Annual Report of the 
Egyptian Ports and Lighthouses Administration. From this 
ublication it appears that during the year 1895 there were 10 
ighthouses and three gas-lighted buoys in the Mediterranean, 
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and nine lighthouses in the Red Sea under the care of the 
Administration. 

The total revenue in 1895 from the collection of dues amounted 
to £ E 113,295, and the expenditure to £ E 25,173, showing a 
surplus of £ E 88,122. The revenue for 1895 showed an 
increase of £ E 3,010 over that for 1894, The total tonnage of 
shipping paying light dues at the five ports, viz., Alexandria, 
Rosetta, Damietta, Port Said, and Suez was 9,959,415 tons as 
compared with 9,692,00€ tons in 1894. 


REPORT ON THE MATERIAL PROGRESS OF THE UNITED 
STATES FROM 1880 To 1890. 

A despatch has been received from the Foreign Office enclosing 
copy of a report by Mr. H. O. Bax-Ironside, Second Secretary in 
Her Majesty’s Embassy at Washington, on the material progress 
of the United States for the 10 years 1880-90. The report-has 
been compiled from official and other sources, and the subject is 
divided under the following headings :— population ; agriculture ; 
manufactures ; fisheries; mineral industries; wealth, debt, and 
taxation; real estate mortgages; transportation; education; 
imports and exports; receipts and expenditure; and general 
remarks. 


ProposeD New CaBLE PETWEEN Brest AND THE UNITED 
STATEs. 

A communication, dated Ist July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. R. Hoare, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Brest, reporting that the French transport “ Drome ” (which has 
taken the place of the “ Vienne”) left Brest on the 29th June 
last, to take soundings for the proposed new cable between Brest 
and the United States. 


British TEXTILES IN VENEZUELA. 

According to the annual commercial report of the British 
Consul at Caracas, textiles, although the superiority of English 
woollens is undeniable, are not imported from the United 
Kingdom to the extent they should be, for the reason that 
French stuffs of taking appearance, but of inferior quality, 
weigh less, and are, therefore, more profitable to merchants 
since the duties are paid on weight. In cottons, neverthe- 
less, British manufacturers lead the supply. ‘There is no special 
class of goods for this market except, perhaps, those which make 
a good show, and are clever substitutes for superior articles. 
These find a ready sale. Several — firms of Manchester 
and Birmingham have lately sent to Venezuela travelling clerks 


to extend their business connections. These agents are, of course, 
rovided with samples of the products of the firms they represent, 
his is certainly the best way to open the market ; for business 
is here conducted on very conservative principles, and those 
merchants who have dealt for a long time with certain agents 
in Europe, and who have thus far had no cause to complain of 
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the manner in which their wants have been supplied, will not 
throw over these connections except they see plainly that they 
will be benefited by so doing. British firms send catalogues 


and price lists to the British Consuls abroad, but this has very 
little effect, as has often been pointed ont, seeing that they are in 
the English language—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1730.) 


Tue Foreign TRADE OF SAN SALVADOR. 


A despatch, dated the 10th June last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Audley C. Gosling, Her Majesty’s 
Minister: at Guatemala, enclosing a copy of a tabular statement 


of the export and import trade of San Salvador during the past 


ear. 

The total value of exports, the principal articles of which were 
coffee and indigo, is returned at 13,847,625 dols., or about 
1,384,7621., as compared with 6,611,000 dols. (661,1002.) in 
1894, showing that the export trade has more than doubled. 

More thau one-half of the above went to the United States. 

On the other hand it appears that over 42 per cent. of the 
imports (principally cotton and machinery) came from Great 


Britain. 

In 1893 the total value of imports to El Salvador was 
1,853,996 dols., of which Great Britain contributed 502,000 
dols.; in 1895 the latter’s share in the total value of imports 
(2,890,739 dols.) was 1,216,760 dols. 

It will thus be seen that British exports to El Salvador in two 
years have more than doubled. 


Exports OF CaourcHouc From Para (BRAZIL). 


With reference to a statement which appeared on p. 471 of 
the April number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” a despatch, 
dated June 2 last, bas been received from Mr. A. Raikes, Her 
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires in Brazil, enclosing table of the 
exports of caoutchouc from Para during the past 30 years, 
which has been prepared from official sources. From this it 
appears that the figures for the under-mentioned years are as 

iven in the following table and not as quoted by the “ Bulletin 
Beteenial ” of Brussels, to which reference was made in the 
statement referred to above. 


Years. | Value. 
Milreis. 
1865-66 3,810,944 
1870-71 6,503,496 
1875-76 5,194,001 
1880-81 11,499,709 
1885-86 14,312,099 
1890-91 19,067,928 
1894-95 37,447,374 
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OPENING FOR ForREIGN MACHINERY IN CHINA. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, Mr. J. N. Tratman, 
Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Gaeiaiian states that a scheme 
is under consideration by the authorities for making a syste- 
matic attempt to develop the mineral resources of that 
province by means of foreign machinery. The project was 
started by a wealthy native of Ssiich’uan, who laid before the 
Government at Pekin a most minutely detailed memorandum of 
the means which he and those associated with him considered 
best for attaining the object in view. The memorandum was also 
published in the native press. The scheme was referred to the 
Ssiich’uan Viceroy for a report, and this official, taking umbrage 


at what he called the attempt of a private individual to obtain 


a complete mining monopoly (a monopoly, that is, in which 
the officials would have no share), denounced the whole affair, 
and warned his subjects by proclamation to have nothing to do 
with the projector. By the same proclamation the people were 
informed that the officials will first send deputies to various spots 
to report on the prospects of profitable mining, that if the out- 
look is favourable the officials will make the first experiments, 
and that if these are encouraging, they will then get together a 
mercantile company to prosecute the work. This method of pro- 
cedure has been heard of before in China, and has generally 
meant failure. It is a pity that it should be applied in the pro- 
vince of Chungking, where the deposits of coal alone might pay 
off a national debt. The seams crop out on all sides in the hills, 
and are followed by the natives in mere burrows, run horizontally, 
which must be abandoned when the seam dips, or water is 
encountered. The quality of the output is excellent, but the 
quantity is necessarily insignificant. The development awaits 
foreign machinery and honest management. 

The salt wells in Sstich’uan afford another example of 
enormous wealth only partially exploited. With present methods 
a well may take a score of years to sink, and the brine is 
laboriously hauled up by buffaloes. Simple machinery would 
revolutionise the industry—(Foreign Office Annual Series, 
No, 1738.) 


JAPANESE PriecE-Goops CHINA. 

In a report to the Foreign Office, dated 4th April last, Mr. W. 
Holland, Her Majesty’s Consul at Ichang, states that the import 
of Japanese cotton "$y og both white and coloured, is in- 
creasing, these goods being some 20 per cent. cheaper than English 
or American, and looking very well. Cheap Japanese flannel 
is also making its way, chiefly a cotton flannel, but of thicker 
make than English flannelettes. This probably does not wash as 
well as English goods, but it must be borne in mind that the 
ordinary native vie can just afford himself the comfort of one or 


two flannel garments, has more respect for them than to subject 
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them tothe wear and tear of the wash tub more than once, or 
perhaps twice, in the winter, and thus he suits his modest require- 
ments of both purse and person. 

One important fact, which has probably been often brought to 
the notice of English manufacturers, will bear repetition, and that 
is that almost all native cotton goods and the cheaper classes of 
silk goods are made in narrow widths of from 14 to 20 inches, to 
suit the style of cutting native clothes and to save all possible 
expense in the cutting. It is only the more expensive silks and 
satins that are made in broad widths, the purchasers of such goods 
not needing to consider economy to the same extent.—(Foreign 
Office Annual Series, No. 1745.) 


THe TRADE OF SWATOW. 


Mr. P. F. Hausser, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Swatow, 
in a report on the trade of the place, states that the costli- 
ness of foreign opium has recently led to the experimental 
introduction ofa new industry in Swatow which has for its object 
the conversion of native into foreign drug. It appears that the 
native opium is generally tainted by an oil which imparts a coarse 
and rank flavour to it. By certain processes, the secret 
of which is not divulged, but in which Barbadoes aloes play 
apparently an important part, this objectionable taste is entirely 
removed, and the native-grown opium is worked up into a close 
semblance of the foreign article, the flavour of the new product 
being said to be equally good though it is less satisfying to the 
consumer. The business is at present quietly conducted on a 
very modest scale by some Chinese from Singapore, who have 
not only thought it worth their while to enlist the temporary 
services of foreign experts, but have further imported three skilled 
Indian workmen from Calcutta. Considering the relative prices 
of locally-grown and imported opium, the scheme, if successful, 
should prove most lucrative, and will doubtless materially con- 
tribute to the further reduction in the demand for the foreign 
drug. 

Referring to the trade in cotton piece-goods it is stated that 
-the import in 1895, as shown by the Customs figures, was almost 
identical in volume with that of the previous year. Prices, 
measured in gold, were a good deal higher, however, owing to 
the increased cost arising from the short cotton crop in the United 
States, but the rise in exchange in 1895, as compared with 1894, 
has kept the silver value at about the same level. 

The year’s trade is reported to have been fairly satisfactory to 
native dealers, particularly in the item of white shirtings. A 
considerable portion of the white shirtings imported into Swatow 
are dyed with indigo in various shades of blue, and, after being 
calendered, are cut up into pieces suitable in size for making a 
Chinese coat or robe, and are re-exported to the more northerly 
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arts of China. The goods have to bear the impost of three 
uties in this way. The Customs tables do not distinguish the 
native-dyed foreign shirtings which are included under the 
heading of native cloth, and it is impossible, therefore, to give 
the exact figures of re-export. It is estimated that about two- 
thirds of the total import are treated in this way, a portion, of 
course, being taken for the local inland trade. 

The trade in grey shirtings is smaller than in bleached goods, 
the import only amounting to 81,000 pieces, value 170,000 
Haikwan taels, in 1895. Heavy greys of British manufacture 
have only been displaced to a small extent by the products of the 
new cloth factories in Shanghai, ‘The Customs figures show that 
only 2,000 pieces of the latter were imported in 1895, but the 
trade may be expected to increase in the near future. 

T-cloths of British manufacture come into increasing competi- 
tion with native cloth woven locally on hand-looms, but the 
figures do not show any falling off in the import so far. 

Cotton flannel and flannelettes of British manufacture are 
being rapidly displaced by Japanese-made goods, which, though 
of inferior quality, are cheaper and therefore more attractive. 

Dyed Turkey-red cottons now come chiefly from Japan. 

The import of cotton yarn was 8,000 bales, as compared with 
33,000 halos of Indian, which is about the usual proportion. 

The figures show that the trade in woollens is not sufficiently 
large to call for much remark. The camlets, long ells, and 
Spanish stripes are of British manufacture. 

The trade in metal shows a trifling increase, but the only item 
of importance is tin in slabs, of which 11,258 piculs (13,402 
-ewts.), valued at 291,099 Haikwan taels, were imported, as 
compared with 9,025 piculs (10,744 cwts.), valued at 245,830 
Haikwan taels, in 1894.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 
1737.) 


Prosrects oF British TRADE in Formosa, 


In a report to the Foreign Office Mr. R. W. Hurst, 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Tainan, states that the prospects of 
British trade in South Formosa are not bright at the presént 
time. Opium, camphor, and sugar have hitherto been the main- 
stay of trade. The import of the former is now prohibited, and 
the future of the camphor trade seems uncertain, to say the 
least. 

Possibly when the Japanese civil population arrives there may 
be a demand for commodities unnecessary to the thrifty Chinese, 
and it seems certain that British trade will have to develop in 
fresh directions. For instance, it appears unlikely that the 
present crude method of extracting the juice from the sugar-cane 
will be long tolerated, and it may be that a demand will spring 
up for sugar-rolling mills and sugar-refining machinery, as b 
their introduction the existing wasteful methods by which 18 per 
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cent. of the juice is left in the cane will be superseded, and 
Formosan sugar will attain a colour and purity that will cause it 
to be welcomed in markets where at present it cannot compete. 

The Japanese Custom-house at its inception retained the 
Chinese tariff, z.c., the tariff fixed by the treaties concluded by 
Great Britain and other foreign Powers with China. British 
merchants acquiesced, inasmuch as importation of opium is 
allowed by our treaties with China, but prohibited in Japan, 
except under strict supervision. However, the Japanese tariff 
has “¥ been introduced.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 
1733. 


THe Campnor INDustRY OF Formosa. 

Her Majesty’s Consul at Tainan states that in the year 1890 
the total exports of camphor from Formosa amounted to 7,241 
piculs; in 1891 to 18,880; in 1892, 17,541; in 1893, 33,310; 
and in 1894 to 39,547. 

Prior to the year 1891 the exports from Tainan were compara- 
tively trivial, and this was due to the determined efforts of the 
Governer, Liu-Ming-Chuan, to maintain a monopoly by farming 
out the trade to one firm to the exclusion of all others, the firm 
in question being, presumably, the one that bid highest for the 
privilege. Under instructions from the Tsung-li-Yamen, this 
obstructive attitude was abandoned in 1891, the consequence 
being a gratifying extension of trade since that date. Unfor- 
tunately at the present moment the future of this flourishing trade 
is wrapped in gloom and uncertainty. At the end of last 
November, Mr. Furusho, Prefect of Tainan, issued, under in- 
structions from the Governor of Formosa, regulations relating to 
the care of Government lands, mountains, forests, and estates, 
devoted to the manufacture of camphor, to be observed by all 
natives of Formosa. 

The following are the sections of this proclamation which 
chiefly affect the camphor trade :— 

1. All lands for which no title deeds have been obtained, as 
well as mountains, forests, and waste lands, shall be regarded as 
Government property. 

2. With the exception of those who, prior to the conclusion of 

, received licenses from the Chinese Government, the people 
are forbidden to cut down trees or to cultivate Government land 
or to boil and manufacture camphor. 

3. In the case of those who have received such licenses, they 
must by the date specified in the proclamation of the local 
authorities, proceed to the proper Government office, and present 
petitions for examination. 

The special regulations as to camphor manufacture are as 
follows :— 

(a.) The situation of the camphor distilleries. 
(b.) The local name of the camphor forest ; its situation and 


boundaries must be drawn on a map. 
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The following particulars must also be given :— 

(c.) The length and breadth of the camphor estate, together 
with the exact number of trees. 

(d.) The number of furnaces and pans. 

(e.) The maximum out-turn of camphor per diem; and also 
the minimum. 

(f.) The number of workmen at each furnace. 

(g.) The route to be taken by the camphor, and its destination. 

(h.) When the manufacture can be completed. 

4, The local authorities will inquire into tke validity or other- 
wise of the licenses, and if found in order they will be exchanged 
for certificates ; if the petitions be untrue or defective in any way 
the applicants will be ordered to correct them. 

5. If within the time specified by the local authorities no 
application fora license is made; or if the license previously 
granted by the Chinese Government is in any way doubtful; or, if 
there should be deliberate delay and no regard paid to the date 
fixed—any such derelictions of duty being established to the 
satisfaction of the Governor and civil administration, will render 
the offender liable to the confiscation of all his implements, plant, 
and utensils. 

6. Auy breach of the 2nd regulation shall render the offender 
liable to a fine ranging from 50 dols. to 500 dols., and to the confis- 
cation of his implements of manufacture, in accordance with the 
5th regulation. 

7. Any one aiding and abetting a breach of the 2nd regulation 
shall be fined from 2 dols. to 200 dols. 

. The time stipulated by which licenses from the Chinese Govern- 
ment were to be presented for examination was December 11. 

This proclamation, though addressed to the natives of the 
island, is one directly affecting foreign merchants, for if the natives 
are stopped from working, the manufacture of camphor by 
foreigners, which can only be carried on by native agents, is also 
suspended. British merchants have large prescriptive interests in 
camphor, having invested a considerable amount of capital in the 
erection of distilleries, warehouses for the storage of camphor, &c., 
at many places in the interior of the island, all of which would 
be jeopardised were the trade suddenly interrupted.—( Foreign 
Office Annual Series, No. 1733.) 


BritisH TRADE IN TAHITI. 


Mr. R. T. Simons, Her Majesty’s Consul at Tahiti, states that 
British trade for the year 1895, in so far as the imports are 
concerned, compares very favourably with that of other countries, 
and that it is likely to be maintained. This may be accounted 
for by the fact that the original traders in these islands were 
British, and that their successors have followed the lines then 
laid down by them as being most suitable to the requirements of 
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the natives. Moreover, although the United States of America 
has successfully placed “ prints” on this market to British dis- 
advantage, there are certain articles of import consumed in this 
colony which can only be obtained from England, such as hard- 
ware, corrugated iron, and other similar manufactures, including 
muslins, fabricated by Manchester, some of which called ‘ erimps,” 
of 29 ins. in width, can be furnished f.o.b. to any port in the 
United Kingdom at 4d. a yard, as against a similar article manu- 
factured in France of practically the same quality, colours, and 
patterns, but of 30 ins. in width, called plissé or crépon, the cost 
of which in France is 87 c. (84d.) per yard, not including the 
packing and charges to port of shipment. 

With regard to exports, it is true that although Great Britain 
and New Zealand have retained during the past year over 38 per 
cent. of the trade, there is doubtless a growing tendency on the 
part of America to absorb the principal products of these islands. 
Formerly the whole of the shell exported fromTahiti found its way 
to England; during the past year, however, 182 tons of this article 
have been shipped to New York vid San Francisco, out of which 
only 60 tons, and that not of the best quality, have been re-shipped 
to Liverpool. The consumption in America of copra and vanilla 
has considerably increased in recent years, and it is therefore 
evident that the export trade of these islands is gradually being 
diverted from the markets of Great Britain. 

The Customs charges on imports have been increased during 
the year by 5 and 10 per cent., and this measure has doubtless. 
helped to the depression in trade. 

The duties now leviable at Tahiti are as follows :— 

Octroi de mer on all goods entering the colony, 10 to 15 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Droit de douane on all goods of foreign origin entering the 
colony, 25 per cent. as per tariff. 

Accordingly, goods of French origin pay only 10 to 15 per 
cent. duty ad valorem, while all goods of foreign origin have to 
pay duties equal to from 35 to 40 per cent. ad valorem, according 
to the nature of the articles enumerated in the tariff. This 
increased charge has for its aim the augmentation of local 
revenues and the development of French trade, but it does not 
appear to materially affect British commerce.—(Foreign Office 
Annual Series, No, 1742.) 


| 
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XVIL—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 
Tue Beurast LINEN TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, as 
published in the “Irish Textile Journal,” the position of the 
yarn market has steadily improved, and though during the latter 
part of May business was quiet, considerable improvement has 
since taken place, and large quantities of yarn have been taken off 
the market. Tow yarns—both medium and coarse counts—have 
received the largest share of attention, and in these spinners are 
now working largely to order. Notwithstanding the firm attitude 
of foreign spinners, weft lines in the coarse and medium numbers 
show little life, and some makers have met buyers slightly 
under current rates. Fine counts are in better demand, and 
transactions to a considerable extent have taken place at full prices. 

The demand during the month for brown eae ape bleaching 
cloth was fairly supported, though restricted in the main to the 
current requirements of purchasers. Prices tend in favour of 
buyers, and stocks show some increase. Cloth for dyeing and 
hollands is moving steadily into consumption, and for roughs the 
demand keeps strong. There is somewhat more doing in dress 
linens, and the turn-out of light sheer lawns has been increased to 
meet the improved demand. Handkerchiefs have quieted down, 
and at the moment fresh business is being placed sparingly. 

On continental account there has been a sensible falling off in 
the number and extent of new orders, and though the present 
is usually the slack season of the year the decrease has been 
rather over the average. In the case of Germany the exports 
for the month show a falling off of over 24 per cent. in values 
compared with the came month last year, whilst France shows a 
decrease of nearly 22 per cent. As regards Spain and Italy the 
values are 21 per cent. and 23 per cent. respectively under those 
of May last year. ' 

According to the official figures the shipments to the United 
States for May were 24 per cent. less in value than for a similar 
period of 1895, though for the first five months the falling off has. 
only been a little over 9 per cent. 

There has been no improvement in the foreign West Indian: 
trade. The shipments from month to month continue to show a 
steady decline, having shrunk nearly 30 per cent. in value since 
the commencement of the present year alone, and there seems 
little prospect of any immediate change for the better. The 
Australian market continues to improve steadily, and with Brazil 
and the Argentine there is an increasing trade doing, but with 
Canada there has been a marked falling off compared with this 
time last year, amounting in values to over 29 per cent, 
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For the five months ended 31st May the exports of linen piece 
goods from the United Kingdom show a decrease in quantity of 
10°8 per cent., and in values of 1-5 per cent., compared with 
corresponding period of last year. 


REPORT OF THE SILK ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 
IRELAND. 

The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Report of 
the Silk Association of Great Britain and Ireland for the year 
1895-96. 

The report deals with--technical instruction in the silk 
trade; railway rates and charges; the question of the disuse 
of crape in connection with funeral reform; and the financial 
position of the Association. 


REPORT OF THE FLAx Suppty ASSOCIATION. 

The Board of Trade has received a copy of the Twenty-eighth 
Annual Report of the Flax Supply Association for the improve- 
ment of the culture of flax in Ireland. 

The report deals with—the acreage under flax; yield and 
production: supply of flax in Ireland and the United Kingdom ; 
the number of spindles and power looms in Ireland; the number 
of persons employed in flax mills and factories: the expoits and 
imports of linen yarn and manufactures ; together with details of 
the flax industry in the chief countries of Europe. 


ConGRESS FOR APPLIED CHEMISTRY. 


The “Handels Museum” of Vienna states, on the 18th of 
June 1896, that according to a notice issued by the French 
Embassy in Vienna the second general congress for applied 
chemistry will be held this year in Paris (from the 27th of July 
to the 5th of August). This congress will embrace 10 sections, 
and will be invoked by the Union of French Chemists of the 
Sugar and Alcohol Industries, under the protection of the French 
Government. 

Programmes of this congress can be obtained through M. 
Frangois Dupont, the general secretary of the congress, or 
through M, Auguste Eclancher, Paris, Boulevard de Magenta, 
156. To these gentlemen, also, applications for further informa- 
tion should be made. The first international congress for applied 
chemistry was held at Antwerp in 1894. 
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oF Russia rn 1895. 


The “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” publishes a short statement 
corcerning the trade of Russia for 1895 taken from statistics 
given by the Customs. td 

The Customs receipts amounted to 185,446,960 credit roubles 
(calculating that 1 rouble (gold)= 1°60 roubles credit) as against 
187,000,861 credit roubles in 1894, of which 164,853,460 were 
to be set down to the Customs of the European frontier and 
20,598,500 to the Asiatic frontier. 

With regard to the foreign trade the figures are as follows :— 


! 
— | 1895. 1894. 
\ 
1,000 | 1,000 
Exports : Credit Roubles, | Credit Roubles. 
Articles of food . 385,647 | 428,437 
Raw material for industries = - . 260,044 | 201,674 
Animals - 15,138 12,179 
Mauufactured articles - - - 30,201 21,966 
Total - - - 691,030 664,256 
Imports : 
Articles of food - - - 67,652 66,197 
Raw material for industries - - | 282,373 314,464 
Animals - . - = | 2,883 2,734 
Manufactured articles - - - 136,493 131,841 
Total af 489,401 | 515,236 


NATIONAL TRADE AND INDUSTRY CONGRESS AT NIJNI- 
Noveorop. 


The “Journal de St. he ag ” states on the authority of 
the “ Messager Officiel” that the National Trade and Industry 
Congress which will be opened on the 4th August next at 
Nijci-Novgorod, will be divided into five sections, viz. :—1. Manu- 
facturing industry and trades in general. 2. Section charged 
with defining the actual position and probable development of the 
various branches of industry. 3. Trades. 4. Societies and “ artels” 
(guilds); and 5. Technical instruction. The Congress will be 
presided over by M. D. Kobéko, member of the Council of the 
Finance Minister. The second section of the Congress will be 
headed by Councillor of State, Timiriazew, Commissioner General 
at the Nijni-Novgorod Exhibition. 


Tue Trans-CavucasiaAn Raitway. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels) states that the question 
has again come to the front of constructing a railway across the 
Caucasus in order to connect that region with the network of lines 
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in Southern Russia. The present line has its terminus at Vladi- 
Caucasus, and communication with Tiflis, Kutais, Elisabetpol, Kars, 
&c., is maintained partly by carriage and partly by steamer, the 
latter mode being in more general use for the transport of goods; 
but the two systems present great inconveniences on account of 
the slowness of transport and the dearness of freight. 

The project of a railway to cross the Caucasus from one end to 
the other has long been under consideration, and the Russian 
Government interests itself the more in the scheme, considering 
— an importance such a line would have from a strategic point 
of view. 

It had first been proposed to construct a line across the moun- 
tains from Vladi-Caucasus to the station of Avtchali, about 10 
versts to the west of Tiflis. Another proposal was to connect the 
station of Dar-Koch on the Vladi-Caucasus line with that of Gori, 
70 versts west of Tiflis. According to the St. Petersburg 
* Novosti,” these two proposals have been abandoned as too 
costly, and because they would have necessitated the construction 
of tuunels of a total length of more than 10 versts, and other 
works of the same kind, which at that time were little known in 
Russia. 

Among other plans proposed, the Russian journal prefers that 
of a line along the shores of the Caspian and the Black Seas, 
without crossing the mountains. 

This last scheme is the idea of the Vladi-Cancasus Company, 
which is disposed to undertake the affair. The point of departure 
would be the place where”the Vladi-Caucasus line crosses the River 
Kouban, the course of which it would follow for some distance, 
making eventually for Soukhoum and Poti along the Black Sea. 

From a purely commercial point of view the line in question 
would leave nothing to be desired. It would cross, well- 
cultivated and populous districts, and the final section would pass 
along tbe Black Sea littoral, the most fertile and the richest region 
of the Caucasus. 

The Russian Government hesitates, however, to authorise the 
construction, because, in case of war it would have the disad- 
vantage of being easily destroyed by disembarked bodies of 
troops. 


PETROLEUM IN ASTRAKHAN. 


According to the “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg ” several papers 
having announced the discovery in Astrakhan of indications of the 
existence of petroleum springs in that town, the chemical section 
of the Imperial Technical Society is endeavouring to make sure 
of the authenticity of these discoveries, and is rt | to 
despatch one of its members to analyse the liquid drawn from 
wells near which there is supposed to exist petroleum springs. If 
the analysis gives favourable results, systematic researches will be 
made in the suburbs and environs of Astrakhan. 
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A GERMAN-SPANISH-AMERICAN CABLE. 

The Spanish Government according to the “ Gageta de Madrid” 
has conceded to a Gerinan firm, which has made a contract with the 
German Government for the laying down of a submarine telegraph 
cable between Germany and North America, the right to attach 
that cable to a point on the coast of Galicia, close to Vigo. The 
offices of this cable will be in the same building as those of the 
state telegraph at Vigo. It is not yet decided whether this 
German cable will touch at the Bermudas or not. 


GoLp PROSPECTS IN JAVA. 


The “London and China Telegraph” quoting from the 
“ Locomotief ” says that gold mines in Java are attracting attention. 
In ancient times Java was famed for its gold mines and, a century 
and a half ago, the presence of gold ameng mountains in the 
rovince of Krawang was a matter of common knowledge. 
Mining was tried and afterwards abandoned. In 1886 the findin 
of the abandoned works there revived an interest in mining whic 
soon flagged. This year a prospector named Van Delfsen, has 
examined the ground, and found such promising signs that he has 
gone to Europe to lay the matter befcre capitalists. His idea is 
to raise mnoney to engage a mining expert from Australia or the 
Transvaal to.thoroughly examine the gold-bearing ground. 


Report OF THE PoRTUGUESE FINANCE MINISTER. 


The Board of Trade has received from the Portuguese Govern- 
ment Financial Agency, a copy of the report of the Finance 
Minister of Portugal, presented to the Cortes on the 16th March 
1896. 

The report deals with the financial position of Portugal, 
taxation, direct and indirect, including the production of wines 
and spirits with reference to the production and consumption tax, 
and the duties of the Customs tariff. 


THe TRADE OF GREECE IN 1895. 

The imports of Greece in 1895, according to a statement in the 
“ Monde Economique,” were valued at 106,122,000 drachmas as 
against 109,959,000 in 1894, or a decrease of more than three 
milliors, The value of the exports was 61,156,000 drs. as 
against 64,291,000 in 1894, showing a decrease also of over three 
millions. Import dues have also decreased from 26,730,000 drs. 
in 1894 to 25,861,000 drs. in 1895. The recently imposed export 
dues realised a little over six millions of drachmas in 1895. 
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BunGARIAN WINE IN 1895. 


The Austrian “ Handels Museum” for June 18, states that 
in consequence of a ministerial decree of March 1895, the agri- 
cultural inspectors of Bulgaria have made a careful survey of the 
condition of the vineyards of that country. Of 1,523 communes 
engaged in the wine industry 707 were visited. It appears from 
the report of the inspectors that the phylloxera has been making 
steady advances year after year, and that at this time the disease 
covers an area three times as large as it did in 1894. The 
scourge has appeared in the districts of Sewliewo, Tuiraovo, 
Tutrakan, and bunar. But the malady is now understood, 
and all vineyards attacked are carefully separated from their 
neighbours and disinfected. The peronospora has attained greater 
dimensions in the neighbourhood of Widdin and Lom-Palanka. 
The system of sprinkling has had good results; and the past year 
was more abundant in grapes than any other of the last eight 
years. In the whole principality 3,850,181 hectolitres of wine 
were produced, which, computing value of the hectolitre at 
_ 10 frances, represents a total of 38,501,810 francs; an aver 

of 119 litres of wine to each inhabitant, as against 65°5 litres in 
the year 1894. 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR BULGARIAN COMMERCIAL STATE-AGENTS 
ABROAD. 


Acvording to the “ Bulgarischen Handelzeitung” the Bulgarian 
Ministry for Trade and Agriculture has already prepared 
instructions for their technical commercial agenis. They will be 
placed in correspondence with the diplomatic agencies, so far as 
these latter have commercial sections. The project is commended. 
to the good offices of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. The 
agents will be expected to serd in to the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs (with a copy for the Ministry for Trade) every year 
reports on the economical condition of the respective countries, 
their trade, industry, agriculture, and so forth. Besides this, the 
agents are bound to keep the Goverment informed with regard to 
everything important in trade and industry, 


RaiLway SCHEMES IN THE TURKISH EMPIRE. 


The Belgian legation at Constantinople has communicated to 
a recent number of the “ Bulletin Commercial,” that a syndicate 
composed of foreign financiers has just been formed to obtain 
from the Ottoman Government the concession for a railway to 
be constructed between the port of Adalia on the Mediterranean 
and Eyerdir, on the lake of the same name. The projected line 
would pass by Bourdour and Sparta traversing one of the most 
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productive regions of Asiatic Turkey, and it is owing to this 
latter circumstance that the seekers of the concession have not 
thought it necessary to ask for the usual State kilometric 
guarantee. It is man ae that the gross receipts will suffice to 
re-imburse the capital embarked in the scheme. __. 

This is not the only new line about to be made. The railway 
company of Aidin wish to extend their igulanigeh line to Karagatch, 
making a branch line from Denizii to Davas. 

Engineers have already started to draw up plans for this 
extension which will penetrate into a very active agricultural and 
commercial centre. 

In the north of Asia Minor, there is the Mondania-Broussa 
Railway Company, which has planned a connecting branch with 
the Anatolian lines. The Administrative Council of Broussa 
considers this junction a most important one for the trade and 
industry of the Vilayet, and desires to see it carried out soon. 
Bozoyouk will be the junction. 

In European Turkey there is question of a line between 
Sophia and Salonica. The Bulgarian Government hus obtained, 
it appears, the consent of the Sublime Porte; but the scheme 
does not seem to have yet assumed any very decided form. 


THE Proposep New Sreamsuie Line TO GALVESTON.* 


The “Railway Age” states that Galveston’s deep water 
harbour, being an accomplished fact, it is now announced that 
the Southern Pacific ‘s proposing to run some of its large steamers 
' to that port if port charges are made satisfactory. The time 
is not much longer from New York to Galveston than to New 
Orleans, while the Texas port Jands the vessels over 300 miles 
. farther west, giving a considerable advantage to the latter in 
traffic to and from a large region. New Orleans would lose 
something by a division of the Southern Pacific’s steamer 
business with the new port, but that city’s growth and greatness 
are already assured. Such energetic backing as the Illinois 
Central alone is giving to New Orleans would be enough to 
develop a great city, and it has many other sources ot strength. 
The gulf movement is increasing in importance, and both 
Galveston and New Orleans will prosper from it. 


Unitep States CommerciaL Eneray SoutH AMERICA. 


The “South American Journal,” in a recent number, states 
that the proposed trip to South America by a party of represen- 
tative United States manufacturers in response to invitations 
extended by the Argentine, Brazilian, and Uruguayan Govern- 


* See also p. 66. 
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ments, has been taken in charge by the National Association of 
Manufacturers. Speaking of the trip, President Theodore C. 
Search, of the National Association, says:—‘“I consider this tour 
* as one of the most important steps thus far taken in the efforts to 
* extend our trade in the South American markets. This trip 
* will be an object lesson, strikingly instructive and suggestive. 
“ At the very outset the necessity for going to England in order‘to 
** find a line of steamships running direct to the River Plate will 
“ demonstrate the urgent need of better facilities for reaching 
* South America from this country. Then the whole make-up 
* of the party will be such as to ensure eminently practical 
* results. Each member of this party will be a leading and 
“ representative man in some important branch of industry, and 
‘in this manner the investigations by the party will be given 
** the broadest possible scope. Every man will be expected to 
“ observe those conditions most directly affecting the branch of 
** business in which he is engaged, and upon the return of the 
** party the observations of its members will be consolidated in a 
** comprehensive report on the South American markets, In 
“ order to make this party doubly representative, its members 
* will not only act for the industries in which they are engaged, 
* but they will also be commissioned as delegates from the boards 
“ of trade and chambers of commerce of the leading cities. The 
** party is limited to 30, and the utmost care is being exercised 
“in selecting its members, in order that it shall meet every 
* requirement from a practical business point of view.” 


CENTRAL AMERICAN EXHIBITION IN GUATEMALA IN 1897, 


A despatch, dated 21st June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Dr. Fernando Cruz, of the Guatemalan 
Legation at Paris, stating, with reference to the exhibition of 
Central American products to be held in Guatemala in 1897, 
that the Guatemalan Government would view with great pleasure 
the co-operation of British exhibitors, who would receive the 
most cordial welcome, and whose goods would be accepted under 
the conditions laid down for the foreign section in the general 
regulations. 

A copy of these regulations may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade between the 
hours of 11.0 and 4.0 


TOBACCO-GROWING IN THE UNITED StTaTEs OF COLOMBIA. 


According to the “ Panama Star and Herald,” tobacco-growing 
is a very important industry in Tolima in the United States of 
Colombia, and it affords employment to many thousands of the 
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peasantry, for the cultivation of the article entails incessant care 
and attention, and its subsequent manipulation, from the prepara- 
tion of the crude product to the manufacture of cigars, involves 
exceptional conditions of labour, Women and children are largely 
employed in the manufacture of cigars. The best cigars are sent 
to Bogota and other large towns, The price of these averages 
from 2 to 5 cents each. 

Anterior to the appearance of a leaf disease Tolima was the 
chief tobacco-producing centre of the Republic ; now the quantity 
exported from Tolima is insignificant. At present the principal 
seat of this industry is occupied by the department of Bolivar, 
which furnishes 50 per cent. of the total exportations from the 
country. 

The conditions of climate are, of course, not conducive to pains- 
taking efforts on the part of the peasantry. This is the kind of 
treatment usually accorded to most agricultural products in 
tropical America, There is, however, one notable exception to 
this rule—the cultivation of tobacco. It is a delicate piant, and 
easily overpowered with weeds and with insects, so that careful 
tending is indispensable. A tobacco p!:ntation is, therefore, 
cared for like a garden. Peasantry employed in this cultivation 
necessarily become trained to superior methods. There can, 
therefore, be little doubt that a government that fosters tobacco 
growing in tropical America fosters a genuine predilection for 
improved husbandry on the part of the agricultural labourer. 

‘Twenty years ago the total quantity of tobacco exported from 
Colombia was somewhat higher than at present; then it 
was about 4,000 tons, valued at 2,500,000 dols. In 1891 it was 
3,840 tons, valued at 1,480,000 dols. 


ARGENTINE COMPETITION WITH AUSTRALIAN Burter. 


The “ Australasian” is of opinion that every day makes it more 
and more apparent that Argentina is likely to become in the near 
future a very serious rival to Australia in the |utter trade. 
Recent arrivals of butter from Argentina have clearly demon- 
strated that South America can produce butter quite equal to 
that made in Australia, and the prices realised for it have shown 
that buyers regard the two butters with equal favour. Of course, 
Argentine butter-makers are new to the trade, and inequalities 
of make have been apparent in their best lots, but as a whole the 
River Plate article may be regarded as quite in the same class as 
the Australian, Compared with British colonies, Argentina has 
numerous advantages with regard to the export of butter or 
any other product. First of all comes its geographical position, 
then the fact that the River Plate district, with its enormous 
pasturages, is the ideal dairying country, and in addition, there 
must be reckoned the cheapness of labour and the premium on 
gold. At present the export trade in butter is in its infancy. 
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In the last five months of 1895 the amount shipped from the 
Plate to England was only 175 tons, while in January this year, 
181 tons were imported into England. The output is steadily 
increasing, and ere long Argentine and Australian butters will be 
in as strong rivalry as their frozea sheep. 


THe Crrnese Postat System. 


The “London and China Telegraph” states that China is 
about to enter the Postal Union; application has already been 
made through the Inspector-General. It is supposed that this 
arrangement will do away with the various local post offices at the 
ports. It is not likely to pay for some years, not perhaps until 
the railway system is adopted. It will be a difficult and perhaps 
expensive thing to get letters to the large numbers of China 
inland missionaries, who are scattered over the 18 provinces, and 
if the Empire as a whole be embraced, it will ve still more 
difficult and expensive. The courier service of the Board of 
War seems a very expeditious one. The officials all over the 
Empire must have their copies of the “ Peking Gazette.” There 
are letter shops in all the large towns in China, where letters 
and parcels are received and forwarded. The price is fixed by 
arrangement according to distance. There is a sum paid to the 
forwarding shops and also to the receiving shops. The Inspec- 
tor-General has been working at this scheme for many years. 
A few years ago correspondence was entered into with the Hong 
Kong post office about postal arrangements, but nothing came of 
it. The Inspector-General has sent in much information upon 
this subject, with the result that the Tsung-li Yamén memoria- 
lised the Throne in favour of a new postal system for the Empire 
under the care of the Customs. ‘The Emperor issued an edict 


granting the prayer of the Yamén, with the result as already 
state, that a request to be permitted to enter the postal union is 
on its way to Switzerland. The request will, in all likelihood, 
be granted. Papers have been laid before the Chinese Govern- 
ment on other subjects, which are likely to result in an increase 
of revenue—a consummation so much to be desired. The whole 
plan is due to the Inspector-General, but the Chinese are most 
unwilling to give foreigners credit for the initiation of any scheme 
for the re-organisation of China. 


New Coau-Carryinc Raitway 1n CHINA. 


According to the “Japan Weekly Mail,” there is talk of 
another coal-carrying railway in China. The only railway at 
present in operation in China is the line constructed for the 
purpose of carrying coal from the north-western mines to 
T ong-ku and thence to Tientsin. The new road is to join Itu 
90 Chang-yang, the former a port on the Yangtze, the latter a 
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place in the hills where excellent coal is said to be produced. 
Hitherto the exit of the ccal to [chang and other markets has 
depended on the caprice of the weather. When the stream 
flowing from Chang-yang to Itu is flooded, the coal can be trans- 
ported, otherwise it must remain at the mouth of the pit. 
Some time ago, the Viceroy sent Belgian surveyors to report 
upon the productive prospects of the mine and the quality of 
the coal, and their report was so favourable that the project of a 
railway is now seriously mooted. 


Tuer ConpDITION OF THE JAPANESE SILK MARKET. 


According to the Austrian “ Handels-Museum” for June 4, 
the condition of the Japanese silk market is so critical that if 
there is not soon a change, a crisis which would have a serious 
effect on the whole of Japan is to be apprehended. At the 
close of the first three months of the current year 12 of the 
30 wholesale silk merchants of Yokohama stood on the verge 
of bankruptcy, and 20 per cent. of the silkworm growers are, if 
the “ Ostasiatische Lloyd” is to be believed, already ruined. 
The “ Kélnische Zeitung,” for the 27th of May, says :—“In 
* connection with recent discussiens regarding the Japanese silk 
*« market, it is interesting to learn what the present stock amounts 
* to and what is the movement of trade up to date.” The 
following figures, received in a telegram from Yokohama on the 
20th of May, give the comparative figures for previous years as 
follows :— 


Bales. 


1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1893-94. | 1892-93. 


In stock - - - - | 8-9,000 1,450 6,680 1,100 
Total export to Europe - 24,307 21,189 23,048 18,521 

America 29,000 27,357 18,212 27,267 

Total - - 53,307 48,546 41,260 45,788 


It seems at first sight as though America had become a not 
unimportant purchaser, but this increase is purely apparent. The 
bales are always sent off to America, but a great part of them 
lie there unsold, and to such an extent as to affect the condition 
of the market. The pressure exercised by these stored goods is 
lessened for the moment by the fact that most of these consign- 
ments have been paid for in advance. As has been often remarked 
before, these goods in stock are mainly of the coarser sort, Nos. 
13-15 and 14-16, and these are used in twisting and also for 
shot silk, being worked up with finer silks, but this is little doue 
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in the American factories. So convinced is the trade in Japan of 
the inactivity of the American market and of the improbabiliiy 
of its recovery, that many spinners who have hitherto been 
spinning the coarser numbers, have determined next season to 
confine themselves to the finer ones. But it is to be doubted 
whether all the Japanese cocoons, which have hitherto been 
producing coarse silk, are adapted to the production of delicate 
kinds. The best “filature” silks cannot be grown with such 
startling haste. It is only after the careful selection of years, 
and by the introduction of the European methods of spinning, 
that it has become possible for the produce of certain individual 
Japanese spinneries to compete with the European ones, and for 
the latter the danger of rivalry is still far from considerable. 


THe New JAPANESE STEAMSHIP CoMPANY. 

According to the “Japan Weekly Mail ” the projectors of the 
new steamship company met on the 25th May last, and resolved 
to effect some important modifications in their plans. The capital 
originally fixed at 3,700,000 yen was increased to 4,300,000, 
while the estimated profits were cut down from over 30 per cent. 
to about one-half that figure. The increase of capital was 
thought necessary owing to the general opinion expressed by 
persons interested in the project thut the estimated cost of the 
new steamers and the running expenses were fixed too low. At 
first it was estimated that the steamers would cost about 70 yen 
per ton, but this was found inadequate and the purchasing cost 
was raised to 100 yen per ton. The increase of capital and the 
raising of the amount of estimated current expenses naturally 
resulted in the lowering of the estimated profit. The chief item of 
profit will be the bounty which the steamers will receive. For 
one voyage to America 72,450 yen is expected, and for a voyage 
to Batoum 57,407 yen. As the four steamers are to undertake 
two services each a year, the total bounty will reach one million 


yen. 


Tue ConstTRUCTION OF OsAKA HARBOUR. 


A recent issue of the “Japan Weekly Mail” gives the 
following scheme for constructing a harbour at Osaka as 
planned by Mr. Delayke, after years of investigation. A point 
640 ken (ken = about 6 feet) W.S.W. of the lighthouse on 
Tenjozan will be the starting point of the work, and a breakwater 
1,012 ken long is to be built out from there. This will form the 
northern breakwater. Another starting point would be a place 
S.E. 740 ken distant from the lighthouse, and from it a break- 
water of 1,627 ken would be built out, to be called the southern 
breakwater. The space enclosed by the two breakwaters would 
form a new harbour, the distance between the two extremities of 
the breakwaters being 100 ken. The basin would be divided 
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into an outer and an inner harbour, and the space between the 
pier and the entrance of the harbour, a distance of 1,100 ken, 
would form the former, while that portion extending from the 
reclaimed ground to the right and left of the starting point of 
the pier and from the starting point of the northern breakwater 
to the site of the old fortress at Kitsugawa, would constitute the 
inner basin. The outer basin would cover 550,000 tsubo 
(tsubo = 3°9 square yards), and its depth at low tide would be 
27 ft. on an average. The inner basin would have an area of 
581,700 tsubo, and in the shallowest part would be 13 ft. deep 
at low tide. Both the outer and inner basin will be increased by 
5 ft. at high tide, while on the occasion of a strong west wind 
the water would deepen still more. Within the outer basin 
an iron pier of 250 by 15 ken would be built, and rails laid 
thereon, so that trains could run down to the harbour, while 
the pier would be so constructed as to enable steamers of large 
capacity to come alongside. Even in times of westerly gales 
38 steamers of an average length of 350 ft. could safely moor in 
the outer basin, while in the inner 280 steamers between 200 to 
1,000 tons capacity could find safe anchorage. At the extremities 
of the two breakwaters nautical signals for pilotage would be 
erected. Some 1,482,000 tsubo of land would be reclaimed, 
an area twice as large as that now covered by the town of 
Sakaye. Particulars of the design can be gathered from the 
following table :— 


Income and Disbursement. Yen. 

Total disbursement ~ - - - 15,867,096,462 

Engineering works - - - - - 12,047,084,430 
Interest on Engineering Works Fund (6 per cent. per 

annum) - - 3,603,784,937 

Interest on the above during construction - - 216,227,095 

Total income - - - 14,861 586,912 

Aid from the Treasury (half of the disbursement) . 7,933,548,23 1 

Interest on the above aid - - - 1,428,038,681 

Sale of ground - - 5,500,000,000 

Balance, deficit - - 1,005,509,550 
Interest on the sum accruing from the sale of ground 

till the completion of the work (5 years) = - - 1,749,000,000 

Total deficit -| 2,754,509,550 

Total wharfage, rent of land, &c. per year - - 200,136,060 


It is expected that the deficit, 2,700,000 yen in round 
numbers, at 6 per cent. interest, could be liquidated in 
30 years. ‘The foregoing specifications, prepared by Dr. Delayke, 
have been submitted to the city council by the Harbour Con- 
struction Committee, 
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Workine Hours 1n Osaka. 

A recent issue of the “Japan Weekly Mail” states that the 
Osaka Sanitary Society has obtained some very useful information 
in regard to the hours of labour of Osaka artisans and factory 
gitls. The society's researches have been carried on since the 
fall of the year before last, and include all the spinning factories 
in Osaka, where 6,207 male and 16,785 female operatives are 
employed, as well as the working hours of other mechanics. 
The hours of labour in the spinning milis are as follows :— 


Number Average 
Age. of Number of 

Operatives. Hours. 

M. 

Above 60 - 56 H 
» 20 - 7,385 15 

” 15 5,743 1 1 0 

10 - - - 573 11 10 
Below 10 - - - 171 1l 15 


Eleven hours of work for children of 10 years and under can 
not fail to seriously arrest their growth and impair their health. 
In match factories it wes found that the average working hours 
of persons above 60 are 10h. 40m., while persons below that 
age work 1lh.45m. The sanitary authorities are said to be 
much exercised at this excessive duration of the working day, 
and especially at finding children subjected to such continuous 
overwork. Employers are bound to set a limit to the hours of 
labour, fer, tempted by offets of extra wages, ignorant labourers 
will work on, paying no need to the ultimate effects upon their 
healtl. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE OF C'yPRUS IN 1895-96. 
” According to a statement published in the “ Cyprus Gazette,” 
the revenue of the island for the financial year 1895-96 amounted 
to 202,777/., including the grant-in-aid of 35,000/. The expen- 
diture for the same period was 206,651/., including the tribute of 
92,8001. 


PRODUCTION OF SALT IN INDIA. 


From cfficial returns published by the India Office it is seen 
that the total quantity of salt produced in India in 1895 was a 
Tittle over 294 millions of maunds. This was much less than the 
production of 1894, but it was greatly in excess of the average of 
the three vears preceding 1894. The production fluctuates from 
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year to year according to seasonal conditions. This quantity was 
supplemented by 11,121,804 maunds of imported salt, the total 
quantity produced and imported amounting to 49,327,182 maunds, 
over 72 per cent. of the whole being produced in Indi1, Import- 
ation is practically limited to salt brougat to Bengal and Burma 
from England, Germany, other countries in Europe, Aden, 
Muscat, Jeddah, and a few other places, Only a quite insignifi- 
cant quantity is imported elsewhere than in Bengal and Burma, 
but there is also a trifling trans-Himalayan import. 


THe Wueart anp Rice Crurs oF Beneat Briar. 

According to official returns issued by the Indian (sovernment 
the total area sown under wheat in 1895, in the important wheat- 
growing districts of Bengal and Bihar, amounted to 1,427,400 
acres, against 1,413,000 acres estimated to have been sown in the 
previous year. The increase of 14,400 acres, or 1:02 per cent., 
appears to be due to the partial failure of the winter rice crop. 
The total acreages as now given differ slightly from those shown in 
the preliminary report owing to revised estimates received from 
Shahabad, Patna, and Sonthal Parganas. 

The out-turn of the wheat crop in 1895 is now estimated at 10 
annas, against i14 annas shown in the preliminary forecast, and 
against 15 annas estimated for last year’s crop. The decrease, as 
compared with the out-turn shown ia the preiiminary forecast, is 
due to a reduction of previous estimates by district officers 
owing to the continued want of rain. Injury by insects is reported 
from the Barh subdivision of the Patna district. From the 
attached statement it will appear that the gross out-turn of wheat 
in 1895--96 amounted to 345,800 tons, against 486,300 tons in 
the previous year. 

With regard to the winter rice crop the season was not very 
favourable. The total area cultivated with winter rice in 1895 
was returned as 30,447,100 acres, against 31,416,100 acres 
cultivated in 1894, Out of the forty-five districts of these 
provinces, only two districts reported crops above the average of 
16 annas, three districts reported average or 16 annas crop, 
20 districts reported crops varying from 12 to less than 16 annas, 
15 districts reported crops from above 8 to less than 12 annas, and 
5 districts returaec an 8 annaor less than 8 annacrop. The out- 
turn for these provinces as a whole was estimated only at 13 annas, 
against 17 annas of the previous year. 


RatLways IN INDIA. 


From information received at the India Office from the Public 
Works Department of the Government of India, it appears that 
the Ujjain-Bhopal railway, 114 miles in length, was opened for the 
public carriage of passengers on the 11th April 1896. 
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The following sections of the Assam-Bengal Railway were 
opened for the public carriage of passengers on the dates noted 
against the respective sections, viz.:—Fini to Comillah, 38°60 
mile:, on 15th September 1895; Laksham to Chandpur, 30:60 
miles, on 15th September 1895; Comillah to Akhaura, 29°5 
miles, on Ist February 1896. 


Paper MILts 1n Inp1A. 


From statistics issued by the India Office, it appears that there 
are 10 paper mills—four in the Bombay Presidency, four in 
Bengal, one at Lucknow, and one at Gwalior—which was not 
worked during the past year. Of the 10, three are private 
concerns in the Bombay Presidency, one of which has not been 
at work for many years. The others have an aggregate nominal 
capital of Rx. 627,200. The fibrous materials used for making 
paper are chiefly rags, babui and munj grasses, straw, jute, and 
hemp cuttings, and old jute bags and cloth. The quality of the 
papers made is now very good, and they have a large and in- 
creasing sale. Most of the white and blue foolscap, and much of 
the blotting paper, notepaper, and envelopes used in the Govern- 
ment offices, is now obtained from the Indian mills. The total 
quantity of paper made in 1895 was about 40 million lbs.; 10 
years previously it was a little over 16 million Ibs. The value of 
the out-turn in 1895 is reported at over Rx. 600,000. The 
number of persons employed is 3,594. 

There are a number of small paper works, for the manufacture 
of what is known as country paper, scattered through most 

rovinces, but for these petty industries no statistical information 
is available. 


Para CEYLON. 


The “ Ceylon Observer” notes that an interesting experiment 
in the cultivation of Para rubber is being made on the Halwatura 
estate in the Kalutara district. About a year ago Messrs. Finlay, 
Muir & Co. purchased some 50,000 plants which were planted on 
Halwatura by Mr. Hendry. The trees, it is said, show a surprising 
growth and like those on the Government's experimental plantation 
in the same district promise well. 


CorFEE PLANTING IN BORNEO. 


The “ London and China Telegraph” states that the “ Sarawak 
Gazette,” in noticing new lines of cultivation struck into by 
Chinese and native planters there, notes the steady advance of 
coffee growing in that quarter. It points out that the acreage 
under coffee which was limited a few years ago to small estates 
in the hands of Government, as experiments, is increasing, and 
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this product appears to be a popular one amongst natives, All 
kinds of land is planted with it, from what is almost padi swamp 
to the steep slopes of mountain sides, and the trees bear and give 
a good profit to their owners. From what is seen at Lundu, 
where coffee is extensively planted, the export in another two 
years should be considerable, and from reports from other stations 
it would appear that the cultivation is spreading over numerous 
districts. Experiments are also being made with cocoa. 


Revenue Returns ofr Cape Couony. 


A communication, dated 7th July last, has been received from 
the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing copy of 
the “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette,” containing 
comparative statements, from which it appears that the revenue 
received in the month of April last was 687,590, showing a net 
increase of 140,958/. on the corresponding amount for 1895. 

For the 10 months July—April 1895-6, it amounted: to 
5,684,9311, showing a net increase of 1,237,995/. on the amount 
for the corresponding period of 1894-95. 


TRADE OF THE CAPE. 


A communication, dated 7th July last, has been received from 
the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing 
extracts from the “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette,” 
of 9th June last, from which it appears that the value of the 
imports into the Colony for the five months ended May 31st, 1896, 
including bullion and specie, amounted to 8,233,691/., as com- 
pared with 6,867,953/. for the corresponding period of 1895. 

With regard to the exports, the total value for the five months 
ended May 3lst, 1896, including specie, was 6,653,403/, as 

compared with 6,439,737/. in the corresponding period of 1895. 


Rattway Trarric Earnines New SoutH WALES. 

From communications received from the Agent-General for 
New South Wales, it appears that the earnings of the New South 
Wales railways in March last amounted to 204,119/, as compared 
with 206,004/. in March 1895. In the three months ended 
31st March 1896 the aggregate earnings were 648,982/. as 
compared with 647,875/. for the same period of 1895. 

As regards the tramways, the receipts for March last amounted 
to 25,3417. as against 24,715/. in 1895. 

The length of line now open is—railway, 2,5314 miles; tram- 
way, 61 miles. 
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XVIL—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Biackburn.—A meeting of the directors of the Blackburn 
Chamber of Commerce was held on June 24 last, Mr. Henry 
Harrison presiding. 

The secretary read a communication from the Hong Kong 
Chamber of Commerce drawing the attention of the Chamber to 
the threatened increase of duties from 5 to 8 per cent. ad valorem 
on goods exported into the Chinese treaty ports. The president 
said he had viewed the question with great alarm, and as England 
was the greatest exporter to China they would have to fight the 
battle. One duty ought to free goods, but for the last 10 
years they had been weighted with one or two local duties by 
governing bodies in China. 

Mr. Carter introduced the question of fire insurance, and 
pointed out that the premiums on weaving sheds had been 
raised considerably by the insurance companies. The premiums 
were almost doubled, and he thought the action of the societies 
was very inopportune, considering the present state of the 
weaving industry. The insurance societies were not in the 
deplorable condition that manufacturers were in, and he thought 
this was a matter that the Chamber could take action in, in the 
interests of the cotton trade. In his opinion, fire insurance might 
be taken up by the municipality. Towns spent a considerable 
sum of money in the maintenance of brigades, and he thought 
they should have some advantage for this work. In Blackburn 
the capital outlay on the brigade and buildings was 7,139. 
Last year the Blackburn brigade cost 2,032/., and they had to 

ay that sum in assisting to put out fires and thus saving the 
profits of the shareholders in the insurance companies. He did 
not think there would be any difficulty in the municipality taking 
up the question of fire insurance. In Blackburn and Livesey 
there were 68,000 looms, and if they took the cost at 25/. per 
loom, 5s. per cent. would produce a premium income of 4,250/. 
per year. As an alternative scheme, he thought it would not be 
impossible to establish a society in Blackburn with a capital of 
100,0002. In this matter the societies were the aggressors, and 
they ought to defend manufacturers’ interests. Mr. Whittaker 
said he greatly sympathised with Mr. Carter on the question of 
insurance and he had acted wisely in introducing the question. 
There would be difficulties in taking the matter up, and he was 
informed that the proposal had been tried in various parts of 
America, but it had proved a failure. Eventually the matter was 
left over for further consideration, Mr. Whittaker intimating that 
he should introduce the question at a meeting of the masters. 


| 


July 1896.) OHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF UNITED KINGDOM, 97 


Bradford.-—A meeting of the Council of the Bradford Cham- 
ber of Commerce was held on June 24 last, Mr. J. Arthur 
Duncan in the chair. 

The secretary reported that a letter had been received from 
the Elberfeld Chamber of Commerce embodying the report of a 
deputation from that body, which visited Bradford in April last, 
with regard to the system of reeling yarns at the Bradford 
Conditioning House. 

It was stated that a reply had not yet been received 
from the Town Clerk of Bradford in reference to the matter, 
but it was understood that certain slight alterations would be: 
made in the mechanism at the Bradford Conditioning House, the 
effect of which would be to make the tests uniform with those 
adopted at the Elberfeld Conditioning House. 

letter was read from the Manchester Chamber of Commerce 
relating to the Bradford Chamber’s proposal as to registration of 
designs, stating that the Manchester Chamber were unable to. 
recognise any utility in the adoption of one year’s search, even 
as a tentative measure, and adhered to their former decision that 
search, as regarded the novelty of designs in the textile class, 
was practically valueless. 

Other subjects referred to were: the weaver’s standard wage 
list, certificates of origin for Spain, delays in the transmission 
of telegrams, and the deputation to the Postmaster-General on 
the trunk telephone service and the pattern post regulations. 

At the conclusion of the ordinary business the three delegutes 
appointed to represent the Bradford Chamber at the Congress of 


Chambers of Commerce of the Empire, in London, addressed the 
Council. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the Council of this Chamber 
was held 24th June last, Mr. Mark Whitwill, jun., president, 
in the chair. 

The president and the vice-president gave very interesting 
reports of the recent Congress of Chambers of the Empire in 
London, and upon their motion a hearty vote of thanks was 
unanimously accorded to the London Chamber of Commerce for 
the ample and complete arrangements made for the guests, and 
also for the very princely hospitality accorded to delegates on 
that occasion. 

A letter was received from the Chamber of Commerce of the 
State of New York acknowledging the resolution adopted at the 
recent annual meeting of the Bristol Chamber, expressing the 
earnest hope that differences at any time existing between the 
United States and Great Britain might be happily settled by the 
wisdom of the statesmen who represented the two great nations, 
whose noblest aspirations were to advance in the path of peace 
and good-will towards mankind, and stating that the resolution 
was duly submitted to the New York Chamber of Commerce at 
its annual meeting on the 7th ult., and that the sentiments of the 

92778. 
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Bristol Chamber received the hearty concurrence of the members 
of the New York Chamber. 

A communication was read from the Secretary of the General 
Post Office acknowledging the receipt of this Chamber’s letter on 
the subject of the official vocabulary for Code telegrams prepared 
by the International Telegraph Office at Berne, and stating, for 
the information of the Chamber, that every precaution would be, 
taken to see that the interests of the country did not suffer. The 
question of finally confirming or rejecting would be gone into at 
the Berne Conference. The Post Office authorities were fully 
alive to the effect of the code; in the first place its inadequacy, 
and, in the second place, that it might have the effect, to a certain 
extent, of damaging the interests of the country, and therefore 
the fullest consideration would be given to the question, 

The Council of the Chamber considered the reply of the Post 
Office authorities as very satisfactory. 


Dundee.—A meeting of the Dundee Chamber of Commerce 
was held on 24th June last, Mr. John Ogilvy, president, in the 
‘chair. 

The chairman stated that replies had been received from India 
to the resolution which was passed by the Chamber about 
18 months ago regarding the Factory Act, and from the remarks 
and criticisms they made they seemed to have misinterpreted the 
meaning of the resolution, which was intended to be conveyed to 
them regarding the working of the mills. It never was intended 
by the proposer of the resolution that the people of India had to 
work a 22 hours’ day. ‘The meaning of the motion was that 
machinery was allowed to run under the shift system 22 hours, 
and that mill owners could employ women and young persons at 
ages which they in this country could not do. As the Secretary 
for India was not prepared to modify or make any change in the 
existing India Factory Act this would now close the matter. As 
regarded the Truck Bill, which comes into operation in 1897, he 
had to remark that the measure had been amended and did not 
now insist on a written contract with each individual worker. 
A notice at the entrance of a factory or a workshop embodying 
the terms of agreement would be deemed quite sufficient. 

The chairman also addressed the meeting on the proceedings 
at the recent meetings of the Associated Chambers of Commerce. 


Halifax.—At a meeting of the Council of the Halifax Chamber 
of Commerce, on the 24th June last, Mr. Thomas Sutcliffe 
presiding, the General Purposes Committee submitted a report 
having relation to freights to South Africa. Mr. A, F. Firth 
said the contention was that there should be no preference given 
to English steamers carrying foreign goods, and that English 
goods should be carried at the same rate as they carried foreign 
goods, It was stated that the Council were prepared to support 
any Chamber seeking to attain this end, 
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The president and Mr. Firth were asked to meet the members 
of the Huddersfield Chamber of Commerce with respect to the 
transmission of telegrams to and from the London Stock 
Exchange. 

A report of the deputation to the Foreign Secretary, with 
regard to the “trade route to China” was submitted, and a 
resolution with reference to compensation for the slaughter of 
cattle suffering from tuberculosis found no seconder, 


Leeds—-The monthly meeting of the Council of the Leeds 
Chamber of Commerce was held on June 24 last, in the Royal 
Exchange, Leeds, Mr. J. Peate, president, occupying the chair. 
The subject of the Truck Bill was first introduced. The 
chairman said that the Bill, as amended by the Standing Com- 
mittee on Trade, had been considered,and theconclusion was arrived 
at, that it fairly met the views of the Chamber as expressed at 
the last meeting. Objection has been taken to the Bill on the 
ground that it would involve a contract with each servant, and 
it was thought that something in the shape of an agreement, 
fixed at a prominent place at the works, to which every workman 
could have access, would be a better arrangement. As amended, 
the Bill provided for this, and therefore no further action on the 
part of the Chamber was needed. 

A discussion took place on the charges for the use of trunk 
telephone wires, The chairman suggested that a remonstrance 
should be addressed to the Telephone Company against the 
practice of taking people off the wire at the end of three minutes’ 
conversation. Mr. Lupton spoke of the inconvenience of the 
practice of having to renew occupation of the wire at the end 
of each three minutes; and the secretary was instructed to draw 


up a letter of remonstrance, to be forwarded to the proper 
authorities. 


Liverpool—A meeting of the committee of the African Trade 
Section of the Liverpool Chamber was held on the 19th June 
last, Mr. Alfred L. Jones presiding. 

The following communications, with enclosures received from 
the Foreign Office, were submitted to the committee :— 

( Copy.) 
Foreign Office, June 9. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 3lst June last, I 
am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit to you copies 
of a native trade law, and of an agreement made by European 
agents in the Niger Coast Protectorate, which came into force on 
the 1st April, for preventing the adulteration of native produce. 
These arrangements are in force in Benin, Warri, Bonny, and 
Opobo districts, and Her Majesty's Commissioner and Consul- 
General hopes shortly to extend them to all the other districts of 
the Protectorate, 

I am, &c. 
J. Percy ANDERSON, 
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(Copy.) 
Oproso District. 


Native trade law to take effect from Ist day of April 1896, for 
the prevention of the sale of adulterated produce. 


Clause I. Any native offering adultered produce for sale in 
the Opobo district after the lst day of April next is liable to 
have such produce seized and detained by the European trader 
to whom such produce is offered for sale, with a view to its being 
examined by a committee of agents. The owner of the produce 
shall have the right to call any three members of the native 
council to act on the committeee of agents for examining the 
produce, and in the event of the committee being divided equally 
in opinion, the opinion of the Vice-Consul of the district will be 
taken to decide the matter. Should such produce be determined 
to be adulterated produce within the meaning of this law, such 
produce shall be forfeited, and destroyed in the presence of the 
committee and a Government officiil, detailed by the district Vice- 
Consul for the purpose. The owner of the produce shall be 
fnrther liable to a penalty of 52. for the first offence, and 10/. 
for the second or any subsequent offence. 

Clause If. “ Adulterated produce” means, in the case of palm 
oil, oil containing over 5 per cent. of extraneous matter or kernels 
which have been soaked. 

Clause III. The law is to take effect and come into force from 
the Ist day of April 1896, and due notice of its terms is to be at 
once given in the interior markets that the producers may be 
fully aware of the position of the middlemen. 

Clause IV. This new law will be put in force and carried out 
by the members of the native council of Opobo in the same 
manner as all other native laws, and the penalties recorded under 
it will be duly accounted for at the end of each quarter to the 
Vice-Censul in the same manner as all other penalties recovered 
by the council. 

In a leiter from the Governor of Lagos in March last, 
Sir Gilbert Carter had remarked that he was prepared to 
recommend the free transport of British manufactured goods 
to Porto Novo shipped to Lagos for sale in the French 
colony. Sir Gilbert having been asked whether he meant that he 
could and would discriminate between British and foreign manu- 
factured goods, a reply has been received to the effect that he had 
no intention of confining the exemption from duty to British 
manufactured goods, as this would be contrary to the principles 
of political economy accepted by the British Government, and 
would practically be a protective policy, and he added that he 
was carefully noting the effects of the departure from the whole 
system of transit dues, and would not fail to recommend a return 
to the old or to a modified system if he should find it expedient to 
do so. It was resolved by the committee that the Secretary for 
the Colonies should be again urged to request the Governor and 
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Legislative Council of Lagos to provide for a drawback or transit 
duty of suitable amount to ensure that shipments of merchandise 
for Porto Novo shall pass vid Lagos, instead of by Kotonu. 

Copies of letters from the Manchester Chamber to the Foreign 
Office on the subject of Sir John Kirk’s report were read to the 
committee. The Manchester Chamber recommends that the trade 
taxes imposed at the Niger should be substantially reduced. The 
directors also ask to be furnished with information respecting the 
unpublished part of Sir John Kirk’s report, and suggest that 
the time has arrived for doing away with the administrative 
boundary which is now placed across the Niger Delta, and for 
considering whether the British territories in the Niger basin 
should not be formed into one protectorate, to be administered 
by the Imperial ({overnment. 

A letter was read from Messrs. Lionel Hart and Co., suggesting 
that as the Sherbro River is now buoyed, the steamship companies 
trading with the coast should be asked to furnish a direct service. 
The recommendation was adopted, 

Subsequent to this meeting, a report by Dr. Adam, of Liver- 
pool, on the disease known as blackwater fever was received. 


Nottingham.-—An ordinary meeting of the Council of this 
+ a was held on 6th July last, Mr. G. Wigley in the 
chair. 

A report was read with regard to the proceedings which had 
been taken on behalf of the traders of the town with a view to 
obtaining improved telegraphic communication between Notting- 
ham and London, and the chairman remarked that he had no doubt 
that an improvement would be effected. 

The chairman reported on the conference of the Chambers of 


Commerce of the Empire, and the operation of the Bankruptcy 
law was also under consideration. 


Walsall—-A meeting of the Council of the Walsall Chamber 

was held on 29th June last, Mr. E. J. Shaw in the chair. 
. The president said that \in accordance with the request at the 
last meeting from the Select Committee, sitting to inquire about 
petroleum and lamps, he had sent a précis of the evidence he 
wished to give, and was called before the Commission on Friday 
week. His experience was that very much information was 
gathered by such committees, and everything was done to get 
to the root of the matter. He heard the evidence of others given, 
and felt convinced that it was really a true base for legislation, 
because opinions were gathered, and when a Bill was drafted 
there was a real foundation on which to build. He had had 
every attention and every courtesy and assistance from the 
members of the Committee. 

The president delivered a long address on the recent Chambers 
of Commerce Congress; and reference was also made to the 
commercial examination, the Education Bill, the Associated 
Chambers’ meeting, and the Autocar Bill. 
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XVITIIL—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions for the Year 1895, 
(C.—8097.) Price 4s, 2d. 


This is the annual detailed statement showing the import, 
export, and transit trade of the United Kingdom for the past 
year. It is ccmpiled in the Custom-house from documents 
collected by that| Department, and contains, in addition to 
the detailed statements of import, export, and transit trade 
relating to the year 1895, abstract tables for the five years 1891 
to 1895, giving the same information for those years. State- 
ments are also given showing the imports and exports to and 
from each foreign country and British Possession in each year, 
together with the quantities and values of such imports and 
exports. The gold and silver coin and bullion to and from each 
ecuntry is also separately distinguished, as well as the bonded 
warehouse accounts for the year 1895, which show the quantities. 
of the principal imported articles received into, delivered from, 
and remaining in warehouse. The quantities of various imported 
articles delivered for the use of the navy and army, and for stores 
of merchant ships are also given. 


2. Annual Statement of the Navigation and Shipping of the 
United Kingdom for the Year 1895. (C.—8089.) Price 3s. 2d. 


This is the annual detailed statement issued by the Board of 
Trade. It shows the number and tonnage of vessels registered 
at each port in the United Kingdom ; the number and tonnage of 
vessels entered and cleared in the foreign and colonial trade of the 
United Kingdom; the number of vessels employed in the home 
and foreign trades, and in fishing; the number and tonnage of 
vessels built at each port, &c.; the information being in each case 
for the year 1895. Abstract tables are also given showing the 
above information in a comparative form, and for a series of 
years. 


3. Statistical Abstract for the Frincipal and_ other Foreign 
Countries in each Year from 1884 to 1893-94 (as far as the 
particulars can be stated). Twenty-second number. (C.—8045.). 
Price 1s. 5d. 


This is the twenty-second number of this abstract, which is 
issued annually by the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade. It carries the figures relating to the trade and navigation 
of the principal countries down to the end of the year 1894. 
Statements are also given relating to the population, agriculture, 
railways, telegraph, postal service, emigration and immigration, 
finance, coinage, mining products, fisheries, &c., of the 
principal countries of Europe, and the United States of America, 
the information in each case being carried down to the most 
recent date for which it has been received by the Board of Trade 
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from the official directors of the various government statistical 
bureaux abroad, or from the official publications issued under 
their directions. 


4, Merchant Shipping, 1895. Tables showing the Progress of 
British Merchant Shipping. 205. Price 6d. 


This annual return, which is issued by the Board of Trade, 
gives tables showing the tonnage of sailing and steam vessels 
entered and cleared at ports of the United Kingdom in each of 
the years 1840, 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880, as well as later years 
from 1886 down to 1895 inclusive. Particulars are also given for 
a series of years relating to the mercantile marine of the United 
Kingdom and various foreign countries, together with the number 
and tonnage of vessels built, wrecks, not only of British vessels, 
but also of vessels belonging to the principal maritime countries, 
the number of apprentices’ indentures enrolled, rates of seamen’s 
and engineers’ wages, analysis of crews of merchant vessels, 
number of persons employed, at sea, and proportion of such 
persons per 100 tons, together with details and miscellaneous 
information relating to the mercantile marine down to the end of 
the year 1895. 


5. Twenty-sizth Annual Report of the Deputy Master of the. 
Mint, 1895. (C—8116.) Price 114d. 


_ In making his annual report to the Treasury the Deputy 
Master of the Mint remarks that the decrease in the issue of gold 
coinage observable last year has continued, and that the issue in 
1895 is not only considerably less than in 1894, but below the 
average of the 10 years 1885-94. 

The Imperial issue in silver and bronze, on the other hand, has 
increased both at home and in the colonies, and an active demand 
for coins in both metals was especially manifested in the closing 
months of 1895. 

The applications received for colonial coinages were again exten- 
sive, the large amount supplied to Hong Kong in 1894 having 
been even exceeded in 1895. . 

The following table gives the amounts of Imperial coinage 
issued during the year, compared with preceding years :— 


Mean of Ten 

1895. 1894. Years, 

1885-94. 
£ £ 

Gold - 38,810,636 5,678,100 5,767,177 
Silver - - 1,196,168 942,856 1,044,061 
Bronze 40,995 83,485 58,895 
Total - - 5,047,799 6,654,441 6,869,633 
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The total value, real or nominal, of the coinages executed 
amounted to 5,245,164/. 15s. 5d., and 72,609,706 good pieces 
were struck in 31 denominations. 

Compared with 1894 this shows a decrease of 1,620,569/. 14s. 7d. 
in value, an increase of 10,691,593 in the number of pieces struck, 
and a decrease of 13 in the number of denominations issued. 

The gold moneys coined in 1895 and received in the Mint Office 
were :— 

£ 


Sovereigns - - - 2,313,300 
Half-sovereigns - - - 1,497,336 


3,810,636 
Thefwithdrawals of light gold coin during the year amounted 
to :— 


£ 
Half-sovereigns - = 840,000 
2,400,000 


The excess of issue over withdrawal amounted, therefore, to 
1,410,636/, and as the Bank of England received a further sum 
of 4,035,800/. in new gold coin from Australia, of which 1,0001. 
were half-sovereigns, there was a net addition of 5,446,436/. 
during the year to the gold currency of the United Kingdom. 

The light gold received at the Mint at nominal value under the 
provisions of the Coinage Act of 1891 was considerably less than 
that heretofore received in any one year. The ingots on the other 
hand, showed some increase, owing, it is stated, to larger demands 
on the Bank of England for gold coin, due to renewed activity in 
trade. 

The improvement which has taken place in the condition of the 
gold currency since 1888 is, it is stated, very marked. In 1888 
it was found that 39°58 per cent. of the sovereigns circulating in 
London were light, whereas the percentage in May 1895 had 
fallen to 5°47. In 1888, in England and Wales, exclusive of the 
metropolis, 47°22 per cent. of the sovereigns were light, as against 
12°25 in 1895. In Scotland 43°23 per cent. were light in 1888, 
and in Ireland 41°64, as compared with 15°77 and 21°71 per cent., 
respectively, in 1895. Similarly for half sovereigns the percentage 
of light pieces has fallen in London from 63°62 to 8 86 per cent., 
in England and Wales from 72°83 to 15°87, in Scotland from 
51°34 to 27°44, and in Ireland from 72°76 to 47°01. 

Moreover, when it is borne in mind that the great bulk of the 
gold coinage circulates in the metropolitan district and in 
England and Wales, where its condition is the best, the actual 
results obtained are even more satisfactory than those indicated 
by the figures above quoted. Taking the gold circulation 
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throughout the United Kingdom, the percentage of light sovereigns 
has fallen from 45°97 in 1688, to 11°86 in 1895, and of light haif- 
sovereigns from 70°44 to 17:53. 


6. Railways (Continuous Brakes). Return by the Railway 
Companies of the United Kingdom for the six months ending 
31st December 1895, (C.—- 8095.) Price 1s. 

This is a periodical return issued by the Railway Department 
of the Board of Trade in pursuance of the Railway Returns 
(Continuous Brakes) Act ot 1878. 

It contains a statement from the half-yearly returns of 
continuous brakes—from the 30th June 1888 to the 31st Decem- 
ber 1895—showing what hes been the progress made in the use 
of these brakes, and the total amount of rolling stock not fitted 
with them, as well as abstracts of returns showing the description 
of brakes in use on the railways of the United Kingdom on the 
31st December 1895, the amount of rolling stock fitted, and 
the number of miles run by trains fitted with various descriptions 
of brakes. 

It appears from the present return that on the 31st Decem- 
ber 1895, 99°7 per cent. of the engines, and 99:4 per cent. of 
the carriages and other vehicles used by the railway companies 
of the United Kingdom were fitted with continuous brakes, 
whilst at the same date 0°3 per cent. of the engines and 0°6 per 
cent. of carriages and other vehicles in use were not fitted with 
continuous brakes. In 1888 the percentage of the engines in 
use not so fitted was 6°3, and the percentage of the carriages and 
vehicles was 


7. Wages and Hours of Labour. Board of Trade (Labour 
Department.) Second Annual Report on Changes in Wages and 
Hours of Labour in the United Kingdom, 1894. (With pre- 
liminary figures for 1895). (C—8075). Price 1s. 9d. 

In the introduction to the present volume the Commissioner of 
Labour states that the present report on changes in rates of 
wages and hours of labour in the United Kingdom in 1894, with 
preliminary figures for 1895, has been prepared in continuation 
of the report dealing with the changes in the previous year, which 
has been already presented to Parliament (C.—7567 of 1894). 

The objects and methods of the inquiry were so fully described 
in that report that they need only be briefly referred to. The 
main purpose of the report is to record from year to year the 
principal changes which occur in market rates of wages and 
recognised hours of labour in the most important groups of 
industrics, and to compute the general effect of such changes on 
the weekly wages bill of the country. In connection with the 
last report, which formed the first of the series, it was found 
necessary to issue two supplementary volumes giving an account 
of many of the principal piece statements and lists of standard 
time rates mutually agreed upon or in actual operations in various 
trades and districts. These volumes, which formed Parts II. 
and III, of the report (C.—7567, I. and II., of 1894), furnished 
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a key to many of the changes recorded in Part I., besides giving 
a picture of the systems of remuneration under which a large 
part of British industry is carried on. 

In the present Report it has not been thought necessary to 
re-issue these two volumes brought up to date in a separate form. 
The changes which have occurred in wages, both in time and piece 
rates, during 1894, owing to modifications in these lists, are, it is 
stated, fully recorded in the present volume, and in a separate section 
a detailed account is given of the alterations which have been made 
in the year in the piece lists dealt with in the last report. 
Subject to these modifications, the lists printed in those two 
volumes still hold good, and their value as a general description 
of prevailing standard wage-rates is substantially undiminished. 
The piece price lists section also refers to the chief new piece lists 
introduced in 1894. 

The last report recorded in detail the changes in wages and 
hours of labour of 1893, and gave some general preliminary 
figures for 1894. In the same way, the present volume gives 
detailed particulars for 1894, with preliminary figures for 1895. 
Thus, not only may a detailed comparison be made between the 
changes of 1893 and 1894, but it is new possible to obtain a 
general idea of the comparative state and tendency of the wages 
market during the three years 1893, 1894, and 1895. The 
statistical results obtained from inquiries like the present are 
chiefly useful for the purpose of comparing one year with another, 
and accordingly every opportunity has been taken in the present 
report to present the results in a comparative form. 


8. Contracts with Foreigners. Return of all Contracts for 
articles of Home Manufacture made in the United Kingdom by the 
several Government Departments, between the 1st day of April 
1895 and 31st day of March 1896, with Contractors outside the 
United Kingdom (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 250, 
of Session 1895). 198. Price 4d. 

This return shows that contracts of the nature referred to were 
made with firms abroad, during the period in question, by the 
Admiralty of the value of 6,569/, and by the War Office of the 
value of 1,363/. The return of other Departments is nil. 


(9.) Gas Companies (Metropolis). Accounts of the Metropolitan 
Gas Companies for the Year 1895. 225. Price 3d. 

The present return contains the accounts of the Gas Light and 
Coke Company, the South Metropolitan Gas Company, and the 
Commercial Gas Company, for the year 1895. 


(10.) Reyal Commission on Electrical Communication with Light- . 
houses and Light Vessels. Fourth Report of the Royal Commis- 
sion appointed to inquire what Lighthouses and Light Vessels it is 
desirable to connect with the Telegraphic System of the 
United Kingdom by Electrical Communication. (C.—8092.). 
Price 54d 

This is the fourth report of the Royal Commission appointed 
to inquire and report what lighthouses and light-vessels it is 
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desirable to connect with the telegraphic system of the United 
Kingdom by electrical communication, for the purpose of giving 
information of vessels in distress, or casualities at sea, to places 
from which assistance could be sent, and of transmitting storm- 
warnings, having due regard to the practicability of establishing 
and maintaining such communication without impairing the 
efficiency of the light service, and at a cost bearing a reasonable 
proportion to the advantages that might be expected to result; 
and to suggest the manner in which such communication should 
be established, wherever it might be recommended. 

The Royal Commissioners state thai in their last report, issued 
in April 1895, they expressed the hope that, after visiting Den- 
mark and inspecting the system of electrical communication with 
lighthouses and life-saving stations in that country, they should 

' be in a position to prepare the way for the final report. 

In consequence, however, of the serious difficulties which 
continue to be experienced in maintaining electrical communi- 
cation with certain light-vessels on the system now employed, 
they have decided to postpone their final report until attempts 
have been made, by further experiments, to overcome those 
difficulties, 

In the same report, the Royal Commissioners stated that 
electrical communication had been established with four light- 
vessels, Goodwin (North Sand Head), Kentish Knock, Shipwash, 
and Hasborough ; one pile lighthouse (Gunfleet) ; two lighthouses 
on small islands or isolated rocks (Lundy and Tuskar), and 38 
shore lighthouses. 

To this list may now be added Fastnet and Caldy lighthouses, 
which were recsmmended in the first report, and Formby light- 
vessel, Maplin pile lighthouse, and Bidstone and Llanddwyn shore 
lighthouses, which were recommended in the third report. 

There are, therefore, at present, five light-vessels, six island 
pile or rock lighthouses, and 40 shore lighthouses around the 
coasts of the United Kingdom, which have been placed in 
electrical communication with the general telegraph system of 

the country at the national charge. 

The Mersey Docks and Harbour Board have also connected, 
for their own purposes, five of the lighthouses under their 
control, and one or two other shore lighthouses have been 
connected by similar bodies in the United Kingdom, apart from 
any recommendation from the Commissioners. 

In their concluding remarks the Royal Commissioners state 
that as far as the lighthouses are concerned, the cables which 
have been laid on their recommendations have worked satis-- 
factorily. 

The first outlying lighthouse which was connected with the 
mainland was the Gunjleet pile lighthouse, which was placed in. 
electrical communication with Walton-on-the-Naze on the 
2nd October 1893. Since that date four more out-lying light- 
houses (excluding that on Lundy Island) have been connected, 
and, although some of these stations are in very exposed positions, 
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communication has not been interrupted with any one of them, 
except the Fastnet. 

As regards the cables to the light-vessels, the returns are not 
so satisfactory as the Commissioners anticipated ; but they have 
reason to believe that many, if not all, of the interruptions 
referred to above, have keen due to remediable causes, and their 
endeavours are being directed to removing those causes and also 
to experimenting upon a system of communication by induction, as 
suggested in their last report. 

nder this system the cable running from the shore is laid in a 
circle on the bottom of the sea, immediately under the light-vessel, 
the circle having such an area that the vessel will always be within 
the circumference of it. Round the deck of the light-vessel a 
number of turns of insulated wire are coiled, which are in connec- 
tion with a telephonic receiver on board the ship. 

An intermittent vibratory current is sent through the cable, 
and is made and interrupted by a Morse key. The vibrations act 
by induction on the coils of wire on the light-vessel and produce 
buzzing sounds in the telephone, which, being intermitted by the 
Morse key, are read as in the ordinary Morse code. By means 
of a special arrangement a call-bell can be rung. 

In the same way messages can be sent from the light-vessel to 


the shore. 

This system has not yet been subjected to a practical test at a 
light-ship, but the Royal Commissioners regard it as offering 
greater chances of success than any of the other inventions of the 
same nature which they have had before them, and meanwhile 
they defer recommending the establishment of electrical communi- 
cation with any further light-stations, awaiting the result of the 
experiments which are about to be made. 


(11.) East India (Indian Tariff Act and the Coiton Duties) ; 
Return of Opinions and Reasons entered in the Minutes of the 
Proceedings of the Secretary of State in Council under 21 & 22 
Vict. cap. 106, sect. 23, with reference to the Despatch of the 2nd 
day of April 1896 to the Government of India, leaving to their 
operation Acts 2 & 3 of 1896 on the subject of the Indian Tariff 
Act and the Cotton Duties. 229. Price 14d. 


This is a return prepared by the India Office to an address of 
the House of Commons, dated the 4th June 1896, giving the 
opinions of Sir James Peile, K.C.S.1., and Sir Alexander Arbuth- 
not, K.C.S.L, Members of the Council, and of the Secretary of 
State for India, on the subject of the Indian Tariff Act and the 
Cotton Duties Act of 1896. 


(12.) Merchant Shipping ( Vessels transferred to Foreign Flags) ; 
Return showing the number of British Vessels transferred to 
Foreign Flags since the 1st day of January 1896, by Sale of 
Vessel. 237. Price 1d. 


This is a return prepared by the Board of Trade in compliance 
with an order of the House of Commons, dated the 15th May 
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1896, It shows that the total number of British vessels reported 
to the Registrar General of Shipping and Seamen between the 
Ist January 1896 and the 15th May 1896 as transferred to 
foreign flags by sale of vessel was 173, the register tonnage being 
95,259 tons, and the gross tonnage 132,195 tons. The return 
includes not only vessels belonging to the United Kingdom, 
Channel Islands, and the Isle of Man, but also those belonging 
to British Possessions abroad, 


(13.) Fourteenth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for 
Scotland, being for the Year 1895. Part I. General Report 
(C.—8110.) Price 114d. 

This is the Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scotland 
on the sea fisheries of that part of the United Kingdom. It 
contains details as to the quantity and value of the various kinds 
of fish landed on the coasts of Scotland during the year 1895, 
also as to the curing, branding, and export of herrings. Details 
are also given as to the cod, ling, and hake fisheries, as well as 
the mussel and oyster fisheries. 

The report states that the herring fishery continues to be by 
far the most important branch of the fishery industry. During 
the great summer herring fishing the herrings were not of such 
a large size or good quality as those landed in 1894, but in the 


early part of the season the prices obtained for them by the 
fishermen were high and the demand brisk. Subsequently, how- 
ever, on the receipt of advices that the herring fishing of other 
countries bordering on the North Sea was also very productive, 
prices fell and buyers became scarcer, placing curers, who held 
large stocks for a rise, at a great disadvantage. A successful 
Swedish herring fishing later in the year tended only to make 
matters worse, as these herrings, which are largely exported in 
ice and in a lightly salted state to the continental markets, now 
form an important factor in the success or otherwise of the 
herring-curing industry. One of the principal features of the 
season was the introduction by the Board of a system of 
exchanging daily telegraphic messages between the various officers 
stationed on the East Coast, including Orkney and Shetland, as to - 
the daily catch and prices obtained in the different districts. The 
information was greatly appreciated by the trade and the fisher- 
men, the latter in many instances benefiting materially by 
obtaining higher prices through their knowledge of the rates paid 
at adjoining stations. In this connection it is stated that 
the Board are most anxious to do all in their power in the direction 
of not only upholding, but also of developing an industry which 
provides one of the principal means of sustenance to a large 
proportion of the population. 
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AIX.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


The following information with regard to quarantine, received 
from Her Majesty’s representatives abroad, has been communicated 
to the Board of Trade through the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs :— 


France—Inpo-Cuina. — Vessels arriving at Saigon from 
Singapore will not at once be admitted to free pratique, but will 
be subjected to medical inspection, 


Portusan.—Ports in the island of Formosa, Japan, are 
declared infected with bubonic plague from 1st May. Suez is 
suspected of cholera since 15th May. 


Avusrria-Huneary.—-The prohibition in force respecting the 
introduction and transit of objects and goods from European and 
Asiatic Turkey is now extended to those coming from Egypt. 


Buie@aRris.— Vessels arriving from Egyptian ports or from 
other contaminated ports, and which have not undergone 
quarantine at Constantinople or some other locality, will be con- 
sidered infected, and subjected in Bulgarian Black Sea ports to the 
measures prescribed by Circular of 2nd December 1895. 

Vessels carrying pilgrims will also be subjected to quarantine. 
If the pilgrims have already submitted to quarantine at 
Constantinople, free pratique will be granted to them after 
rigorous medical inspection, both as regards their persons as well 
as their clothes and baggage. All their boxes will be opened and 

ackages uncovered, stained linen will be burnt and dirty linen 
boiled. The pilgrims will be submitted to medical observation 
for five days in their own homes. 

The port of Baltchik is closed since 17th May to boats and 
vessels arriving from infected ports. 


Japan.—With reference to the notification issued on April 6 
last, to British subjects resident in or resorting to Japan, regarding 
the medical inspection of vessels arriving at Japanese ports from 
Hong Kong and ports on the China Coast, an amendment 
has been introduced into the medical inspection regulations,* to 
the effect that in the case of vessels proceeding to the port of 
Moji, the words “nearest medical inspection station,” are 
substituted for the word “ Shimonoseki.” 


* Published in the London Gazette of 12th May. 
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XX,—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


MAILs FoR THE West AND SourH-WEst Coasts OF 
AFRICA. 


The following table shows the places for which mails will 
be despatched by the mail packets leaving Liverpool for the west 
and south-west coasts of Africa during the latter part of the 
month of July 1896. 

Saturday, 18th July—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Bonny, Old 
Calabar, Opobo, Benin, Warree, New Calabar, Bakana, and 
Brass; also Liberia, Assinie, and Grand Bassam (supplementary 
mails), 

+ 25th July—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Benin, Sapelli, 
Warree, Brass, and Akassa. 

Wednesday, 29th July—Madeira, Teneriffe, Goree, Dakar, 
Rufisque, Bathurst, Isles do Los, Conakry, *Sierra Leone, 
*Sherbro, Monrovia, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half Jack, 
Lahou, Cape Lahou, Grand Lahou, Drewin, Grand Bassam, 
Assinie, Axim, *Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Appam, Winnebah, 
*Accra, Pram Pram, Addah, Quitta, Lome, Jellah Coffee, New 
Calabar, Abonema, Bakana, and Degama. 

In London the correspondence should be posted on the‘ previous 
day in each case, 

Correspondence for Senegal (Goree, Dakar, Rufisque), the 
Congo (Banana, Boma) and Portuguese possessions on the west 
and south-west coasts of Africa is not sent vid Liverpool unless 
specially so superscribed. 

The packets in question carry parcel mails for Bathurst, Sierra 
Leone, Monrovia, Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Winnebah, 
Accra, Addah, Quitta, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Brass, New Calabar, 
Old Calabar, Opobo, and Warree. 

The parcel mails are made up at Liverpool on the afternoon of 
the day before the departure of each Packet. 


Parcent Post ro Marra (vid France anp ITALy). 


Extension of Limit of Weight and Revision of Postage. 
On the Ist of July 1896, the limit of weight for parcels sent 
vid France and Italy to Malta was raised to 11 pounds, 


The postage was also revised, and from that date was as 
follows :— 


For a parcel weighing— 
Not over 3lb. - - 2 4 
Over 3 lb., but not over 7]lb. - 210 
Over 7 lb., but not over 11 Ib, - 4 2 


The limit of weight was also raised for parcels sent from Malta 
to this country by the same route. 


* Correspondence for Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, and Accra will 
not be sent by the steamer of the 29th of July unless specially so superscribed, 


as the direct Packet leaving on the following Saturday is due at those ports some 
days earlier. 


111 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


112 STATISTICAL TABLES. [July 1896. 


XXI—STATISTICAL TABLES, 


TrapE oF THE Unrrep Kinepom. 


Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unrrep Kineapom during the Month and Six Months ended 
30th June 1896, compared with the corresponding period of the 
year 1895. ; 
MONTH ENDED 30TH JUNE. 


I. Imports FROM FoREIGN COUNTRIES AND BriTIsH PossEssrons. 


Month ended 
30th June 
—— I Decrease. 
i 1896. | 1895. 
£ | £ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) - - 970,379 | 845,429 124,950 —_ 
II, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
j free > - -! 12,504,956 | 72,595,378 90,862 
(B. Articlesof food and drink, duti- 
Tobacco, dutiable - 280,802 193,665 86,637 
III. Metals - -| 1,675,956 | 4,745,345 69,389 
j IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
; substances - - - 497,063 451,207 45,856 ms 
; V. Oils - 614,539 631,503 - 16,064 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures 4,616,048 5,279,880 _ 573,832 
VII. Raw tor for sundry industries 
and manufactures 4,499,017 8,676,176 822,811 _ 
VIII. Manufactured articles 6,595,860 5,700,684 895,176 _ 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - 1,246,702 | 1,073,978 33,484 
(B.) Parcel post 92,424 90,371 22,053 
Total Value - - - | 85,229,255 | 33,894,584 1,334,671 
Il. Exports or British AND Irish PropucE AND MANUFACTURE. 
2 
I. Animals, living - 85,094 80,378 4,716 
IL. Articles of food and drink ~ - 929,970 870,865 59,605 _ 
III. Raw materials - 1,610,489 | 7,670,804 215 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz.:— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics 8,828,328 7,313,260 1,515,068 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - ~- 3,034,046 2,874,712 659,334 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - ~ 1,570,189 1,318,437 251,752 = 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 823,587 650,648 172,939 - 
(E.) Chemicals,and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations 681,237 668,798 12,439 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured ° 2,840,879 2,822,368 18,511 _ 
(G.) Parcel post - 126,234 90,830 35,904 
Total Value =| 20,530,053 17,800,100 2,729,953 
lil. Exports oF FoREIGN AND COLONIAL PrRopDUCE. 
2 £ 
Total Value - 


4,668,976 5.265773 | 59,797 


a 
4 
| 
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I.—Foreiagn Trape or THE Untrep Kinapom—cont. 
Six MontTHs ENDED 30TH JUNE. 


I. Imports rrom COUNTRIES AND BritisH Possessions. 


Six Months ended ! 
30th June 
Increase. | Decrease, 
| 
2 2 | 
1. Animals, living (for food) - - 5,384,470 3,861,316 1,523,154 a f 
II. (A,) Articles of food and drink, duty | 
tree | 69,556,852 | 67,097,740} 2,520,112 
(B) Articles of food and drink, duti- i 
able - | 10,839,634 | 77,047,944 208,310 
ooacco, dutiable -| 1,856,002 | 7,380,963 525,039 
141, Metals - + | 10,059,166 | 8,953,000 1,106,166 
IV, Chemicals, dyestuffs, and 
substances 4,174,513 | 3,687,933 | 492,580 | 
V. Oils ° 4,006,510 | 8,762,156 244,354 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 41,586,225 | 42,448,770 - 857,545 
Vil. Raw for sundry industries 
and manufactures + | 20,572,587 | 77,852,883 2,719,704 a 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - | 40,623,053 | 36,349,074 4,274,039 =_ 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 7,290,214 6,852,144 438,070 _ 
(B.) Parcel post - - - 531,809 524,837 6,972 
Total Value + | 216,481,085 | 203,687,700 | 12,793,355 


Il. Exports or British Irish AND MANUFACTURES. 


I. Animals, living - - $0,040 08200 = 
II. Articles of food and drink |} 4,948,589 | 4,567,906 380,683 _ 
III, Raw materials - 8,598,978 8,537 625 61,353 
IV. Articles manufactured and manu- 
factured, viz. :— { 


(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 16,585,391 | 73,742,279 3,393,172 


{C.) Machinery and millwork - . 8,296,844 7,189,825 1,157,019 
(D.) Apparelandarticlesof personal use| 5,051,898 | 4,076,657 975,236 

q 


| 
{A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - * | 53,179,489 | 48,218,475 4,961,374 _ | 


(E.) Chemicals, ot chemical and medi- 
cinal preparatio: 4,451,125 | 4,168,178 282,947 a 
All other either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured | 16,773,653 | 75,850,066 | 1,428,387 


(G.) Parcel post 767,711 583,075 184,636 


Toial Value : - * | 119,002,722 | 106,777,576 | 12,885,206 a 


Exports or AND COLONIAL Proruce. 


Total Value = | 29,938,789 | | 999,565 


92778. H 
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Il.—Corn PRIcEs. 


Return of the QuaNTITIES sOLD and AVERAGE Prices of Britisy 
Corn, ImperiaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. Oate. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus.| Qrs. bus.| Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 6th June 1896 - 24,731 4 | 1,884 4 4,971 4 
> 13th ~ - 25,248 6 | 935 6 4,136 2 
= 20th - - | 22,758 1 | 1,655 1 4,360 5 
a 27th =, -| 17,944 5 | 650 7 3,687 0 
June 1896 ~ - - 90,683 0 | 4,626 2 17,105 3 
Corresponding month in 1895 - | 178,066 0 5,082 5 30,014 7 
nS = 1894 - | 116,560 4 2,992 2 13,199 17 
| Average Prices. 
Week ended 6th June 1896 =| -;33 5 21 6 14 8 
-| 25 1 19 3 14 9 
25 1 22 8 5 1 
> 27th » - 24 10 19 5 14 10 
June 1896 "| 2 1 | 2 8 14 10 
May 1896 - - -+ 6 21 6 14.5 
April - 24 10 27 10 13 6 
March - 25 2 21 8 18 7 
February - 26 2 22 2 13 44 
January » - 2 7 23 10 13 10 
December 1895 - - - 24°11 23 17 13 11 
November ,, - - 25 9 25 1 142 
October ;, 24 6 25 13 § 
September ,, . - - 22 10 24 0 13 7 
August 55 - -| @ 20 3 15 7 
July - 4-9 19 8 16 1 
June 1895 - - - 19 7 16 0 
» 1896 23 40 23 8 18 9 
» 1893 - - 1 238 5 20 & 
1892 - -| 30 7 24 2 21 9 


| 
| 


July 1896.) STATISTICAL TABLES. 115 


IIL—Emieration.—June 1896. 


Rerurn of the Numpers, Nationatities, and of the 
PassENGERS that left the Unirep Ksnepom for out of 
Evrorx during the Month ended 30th June 1896, and the Six 
Months ended 30th June 1896, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
Cape for 
British All 
United Austral- | of Good corre- H 
Nationalities. North other Total. A 
States. asia, |H d 
America. aL Places. 
1896. 
Month ended 30th June. 
English ° - 3,674 1,118 549 1,518 524 7,383 | 10,245 | 
104 23 175 ar | 1,000 | 4,409 
Irish . - 2,561 69 19 40 15 2,704 “17 | 
Total of British 
Foreigners - 4,179 1,193 20 865 148 6,400 7,649 
20 8 2 134 164 484 
Total - | 11,151 2,492 618 2,598 857 | 17,711 | 94079 | 
Total for corre . 
17,99 2,471 736 2,727 918 24,177 i 
‘onth, 1895 - 
Six Months ended 30th June. | 
English - - -| 21,018 6,234 3,561 9,118 4,528 | 44,459 | 46,098 I 
Scotch - . - 3,948 849 271 952 475 6,495 6,868 
Irish - - | 24,318 442 191 220 133 | 25,804 | 37,6e¢ | | 
qi 
Total of British} | | 7,525 | 4028 | 10,200 | 5,196 | 76988 | 
Foreigners - - | 27,151 4,454 94 4,003 812 36,514 83,469 
Total = + | 76,513 | 12,014 4122 | 14,293 7,168 | 114,110 | 720,985 
Total for corre- 
89,998 | 10,498 4184 4 6,290 | 120,835 
‘onths, 1895 -) | 


NotE.—The above figures, being made up wt the earliest possible date after. the close of 
month are subject tir the Amneal fan 


H 2 
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IV.—ALIEN IMMIGRATION.—JUNE 1896. 


Return of the Number of Atrens that arrived from the Continent at Portst in the 
Unirep Kinepom during the Month and Six Months ended 30th June 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Aten Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4. c. LL. 


sect. 2.) 
Hamburg, | Rotterdam, | Gpthenburs, Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Arendal, and Dieppe. Continental Total. 
merhaven.| and Antwerp. | prigtiansand. Ports. 
1896. | 7895. | 7895. | 1896. | 7895. | 1896. | 7895. | 1896. | 7895. | 186. | 1896. 
L 
Month ended 30th June. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to Ameri¢a:* 
Arrived at London | 1,425/ 987/ 249) 245) 242 155 | 346 86 | 2,262 | 7,893 
* Grimsby - 138 185 37 1 + 8 - 7 27 2 206 182 
136 24 49 66 156 118 382 344 
” Tyne Ports - 14 14 25 7 287 138 _ = 159 183 485 
104 144 50 44 1 52 28 207 273 
* Other ports - 154 76 64 117 120 104 - _ 208 210 546 507 
Total 1,971 | 74,407; 449) 457 720,| 484 593 | 639; 948) 648 | $4,681 | $3,624 
Aliens en route to America: 
Arrived at Grimsby - 33 9 47 838 574 201 — 101 143 755 691 
* Hull - - 88 120 1 87 | 1,148 890 _- _- 1,348 | 7,068 | 2,585 | 2,775 
Leith - 57 239 31 4 2 59 176 2 
Other ports - 1 7 15 5 331 433 7 445 
Total - -| 61 | 429! 1,739) 4,096] — | — | 1868) 1,708 | 4006 3,439 
Total of aliens en comteund : 
pay mm —- 2,293 | 2,072 528 886 | 2,459 | 7,580 593 639 | 2,814 | 2,346 | 8,687 | 7,463 


to America :* 


‘otal No. : 1,763 | 2,598 549 | 7,657 | 11,475 | 8,167 ae — |11,011 | 8,696 | 24,798 


“Total of aliens en route and | 
of aliens not stated to be 7: 9,711 8,285 | 2,945 | 3,998 | 14,455 | 70,828 4,100 | 3,827 
en route to America* - 


‘27,118 


- | 7,948 | 5,687 | 2,396 | 2,347 | 2,980 | 2,667 | 4,100 | 3,827 | 4,344 | 3,758 
| 
| 


15,355 | 17,854 |$46,566 


° The distinction made in this Return between“ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens en 
route to America,” is due to the fact that a A a pe number of Aliens who arrive w from Continental ports are reported 


emigration this country, while man; r the Aliens arriving from Dentheontat orts return to 

of on Emigration and Immigration, No. 130, Sess. 1896, and Monthly Emigration 
The p from which Alien Lists are Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Glasgow, 

rangemouth, Granton, Greenock, G aby. a ull, Kir) ith, Li 
a Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, 8 South Shields, & Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. ‘The 
lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons 
landing, roceed by train as t passengers. 

imsinded with the aliens who arrived at & in United Kingdom not en route to 

America in the month of June 1896 was 903, and 848 in the same mon ; in the six months ended June 

1896 the number was 5,220, and 


| 
| 
| 
j Six Months ended 30th June. 
| Aliens not stated to be en | | | | | 
route 
Total No. 
| Aliens en 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


1896. 


the 


$17,668 
21,118 


$38,786 
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V.—BaNKRUPTCY,—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Noumper of Receivine Orpers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Six Months 
ended June 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
No. No. No. No. 
Tota: gazetted - - - 879 307 2,152 2,240 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
Grocers, &c. - 27 20 161 134 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &e. - 2) 19 155 176 
Farmers - - - - 21 20 125 155 
Builders ~ - - - 24 12 125 195 
Butchers - - - - 10 9 58 69 
Bakers - - - 9 6 57 62 
Drapers, haherdashers, ‘Be. - 13 5 47 42 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - - 9 10 44 8 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers 4 9 42 67 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. - 6 5 42 36 
Tailors, &c. - - - 6 5 36 58 
Clerks; commercial and general - 4 7 31 23 
Agents, commission and general - 5 2 29 29 
Carpenters and joiners - - 5 4 26 17 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 7 2 26 28 
Auctioneers - 4 5 25 26 
Jewellers, importers, 
silversmiths, &c. - - 5 6 24 20 
Confectioners - - 4 23 17 
Solicitors 5 6 23 24 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw mer- 
cbants and dealers - - - 2 2 22 16 
Tobacconists, &c. - - - 4 4 22 164 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - - 5 2 22 19 
Saddlers and harness makers - 1 3 20 24 
Provision merchants, &c. - . 7 2 19 22 
Traveliers, commercial, &c. = - - 3 8 18 19 
Furniture dealers and makers - 3 4 IF} 14 
Clothiers, outfitters, 1 16 2 
Merchants - _ 3 16 18 
Cabinet-makers and uphelsterers - 1 3 16 12 
Schoolmasters und schoolmistresses  - 2 4 16 11 
Millers - 2 4 15 14 
Carriers, carmen, enn, and : 
hauliers - - - 4 1 15 16 
Ironmongers - 7 3 15 17 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
manufacturers - 38 8 14 12 
General dealers 4 14 19° 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - 6 2 14 12: 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &e. - - 2 4 13 11 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - 8 2 13 7 
keepers 4 12 12. 
Printers and publishers - - 2 3 12 15 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. - 2 4 12 19 
Enginecrs and founders, - 1 14. 
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q Six Months 
ended June 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Namber gazetted ir principal trades and No No. No No 
occupations—cont. 
Clerks in holy orders - a, 2 7 11 
Biacksmiths, farriers, &c. - - 2 | _— | 11 6 
Lodging-house keepers - - 1 2 10 a 
Brokers, stock and share - 2 7 | 10 4 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - 3 — | 10 4 
' Wheelwrights - - - ~ 2 2 | 9 13 
Cattle and pig dealers - - 1 4 8 
li Officers in Army - - - i q | 8 6 
Contractors 2 3 | 8 7 
Carriage, &c. builders 2 12 
China, giass, and earthenware, &e. | | 
dealers - 1 4 7 | 16 
Stationers - - . 1 3 | 7 41 
Hosiers, giovers, &e. - - _— 3 | 5 13 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - a 2 5 Ss 
Architects and surveyors | 4 4 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants — GJ 4 9 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 2 onl 4 4 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters — 1 Rug 12 
Directors and promoters of public 
companies - - - 1 _ 2 9 


Vi.—Export or Live AnimMALs IRELAND TO GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


Return of the NumBer of Anmats exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month ended 30th June 1896, and during 
the first Six Months of the Year 1896, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1895. 


Six Months 


red ended June 


Animals, 


1896. | 7895. | 1896. | 18935. 


No. No. No. No. 
44,807 | 52,934 | 270,970 287,059 


Sheep - - - | 119,065 | 779,007 | 245,120 | 795,232 

Swine > - 7 - - | 17,269 | 24,442 | 310,566 | 304,597 

Goats - - - - 538 902 2,569 2,750 

Horses - ~ - - - 3,911 5,107 | 20,625 16,059 

Mules or Jennets - - - 3 2 14 4 

Asses - 559 452 1,502 764 
‘Total - 


186,152 851,366 | 806,465 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| | 
| 

| 

. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Cattle - - 
| 
| 
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VIL—FisHery STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Srarement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisn returned 
as landed on the En@uisH and Wetsn Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Six Months ended 30th June 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1895. 


| June Six a ended 
| 
| 1896, | 1895. 1896, 1895, 
QUANTITY. 

Cwts. Cuts. 
Brill - - 1 1,636 | 9,487 9478 
Soles 6,352 6,544 43,180 42,452 
Turbot - 6,386 9,887 36,423 87,415 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 5,808 4,088 19,300 1 

Total prime fish +) 90011 20,155 108,390 | 208,879 
© ° 30,051 26, 753 
Hake 3,400 17,989 59,826 45,189 
Halibut - - - - ad 7,320 16,839 55,331 52,602 
Herrings - - 7 - - 19,374 54,033 57,860 101,786 
Li - 7,741 7776 56,990 66,013 
Mackerel - 72,310 76,321 $04,158 268,17 
Pilchards - - - - 414 95 6,515 874 
| ~ 69,640 92,008 $87,156 360, 

Fish ot distinguished, 88,288 7786 544,491 516,849 
Total - . 538,445 564,300 8,075,153 | 3,079,647 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs - 777,526 1,062,398 3,861,816 3,030,370 
Lobsters - - - 158,683 185,106 446,512 303,864 
Oysters - - - -| 1,699,000 1,580,000 9,808,000 7,200,000 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Other shell fish - 35,286 87,496 257,860 262,004 
VALUE. 
| 
2 £ 
Brill 3,115 | 8,167 25,691 25,520 
Soles - 35,462 | 34,907 949 280, 
Turbot - 19,835 23,340 141,272 151,712 
Prime fish not separately distinguished ° 20,946 15,702 66,796 48,212 
Total prime fish - ° 79,358 77,110 501,708 506,34 
Haddock 77,149 96,454 649,912 645,513 
Hake 18,675 11,599 45,101 36,378 
Halibut 25,028 22,316 101,666 95,260 
errings ° 13,954 34,017 23,873 48,812 
- 3811 | 3,834 36,38 38,949 
Mackerel ° 49,678 53,923 ©228,285 227,146 
Pilchards ° e 156 | 85 1,919 100 
Plaice - 62,272 77,487 387,301 386,660 
sh not separately distingu , exce 
49.469 || 380,984 | 348,190 
Total - . 397,740 418,339 2,544,220 2,517,609 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs 11,143 11,976 40,503 30,809 
Lobsters ° 7,012 5,716 19,080 13,078 
Oysters . 3,983 3,459 31,213 19,363 
Other shell fish 12,008 | 10,848 72,397 66,330 
Total - - 34,146 87,999 || 163,198 129,575 
Total value of fish landed - 431,886 450,338 | 2,707,418 2,647,184 
NotrE—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values 


given are the actual valuesr eturned by the local officers at each place, 


f 

| 
| 
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VIIL—FisHery 
Statement of the Torat Quantity and Vatue of the returned 
as landed on the Scotch Coasts during the Month and Six 
Months ended 30th June 1896, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1895. 
Six Months ended 
June June 
1896. | 1895. 1896. | 1895. 
QUANTITY. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) 1,953 “— | 9,636 8,367 
on - - - - 4; 
Tarbot - - 333 2,122 1,78% 
Cod - 50,529 368,274 290,985 
ii Flounder Plaice, Brill - - 7 6,666 6, 49,660 
ii Haddock - - - oS 50,026 59,159 555,906 524,129 
i Halibut = - - 3 4 23,914 22,684 
| Herrings =| 494,022 483,152 874,445 858,249 
lin - 12,211 18,355 93,966 136,297 
Mackerel = 759 69 1,527 4 
Saith (Coal Fish) - 30,968 14,979 87,380 50,201 
Skate - - 4876 4,981 44,74 47.088 
i separately distinguished, _ercept } 4,898 27,260 
Total - - | 647,455 || 2,208,170 | 2,040,605 
i Lobsters - - . 57,012 324,13' 209.704 
| Cwts. Cwls. 
Other shel! fish 4,580 4,049 36,596 80,889 
| VALUE 
4 
| Lemon 14961 
} - 2, 
Tusbot 800 788 6,123 5,23 
H Herrings - - 120,995 101,867 193,884 195,794 
Goal Fish ; 2,260 1905 5,407 
Wie 971 1,249 94 8,240 
4 ot te’ . 
- 178,664 158,757 694,344 664,228 
- | 2,082 2,827 11,788 8, 
i Lobsters - - 2777 13,799 18,860 
Other shell fish ° : 1,071 990 7,966 
| 7,096 44127 | 37,668 
a otal value of fish landed | 765,847 || 738471 | 707,890 
' | Norr.—The akove figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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IX.— Fisoery Sraristics.—IRELAND. 
Statement of the Toray Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Six 
-Months ended 30th June 1896, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1895. 
Six Months ended 
June Jane 
1896. | 1895. 1896. 1896. 
QuanTITyY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles . 199 164 839 1,087 
Turbot ° 102 7 | 469 527 
Total prime fish - - 301 238 1,308 1,548 
Hake - - 2 103 1,126 A354, 
Li - - 1,006 3793 | 12,016 21,792 
Mackerel - - - - - 39,492 = 201,979 155,358 
Whiting ‘ - 494 716 6,117 6,266 
ish not separa’ istinguished, excep 6,563 4,200 | 24,324 ¢ 
shell fish ° 9.487 
Total 59,981 78433 || £99,972 276,876 
Shell Fish :— No. ae -| No. No. 
Crahs 38,568 43,001 105,350 102,584 
Lobsters : 665,799 36,77 70,694. 
Oysters . : . 5 158,050 
Cwts. Owts. Cwts, Cuts. 
Other shell fish - : - ° 1,137 1,189 10,771 8,870 
VALUE. | 
e | 
Soles - 645 | 580 3,464 4,372 
Turbot - 298 | 1,691 1,650 
Total prime fish | 782 5,155 6,08¢ 
Cod - 666 1,082 11,099 12,789 
Haddock - : - 685 798 8,436 9.087 
Hake - . 142 6s 597 797 
Herrings . 3,042 | 4,928 9,585 
Ling - 411 1,708 4,833 7798 
| 16,185 || 76,637 | 64,668 
hiting - 310 893 8,474 8,420 
Tih distinguished, except } 3,056 2,084 12,089 9,860 | 
Total - - - 21,024 28,774 127,248 125,487 | 
156 148 433 370 | 
Lobsters ° - - - 1,797 1,086 8,021 2,317 
Oysters - - 7717 280 
Other shel) fish - - - 201 205 1,844 4,472 | 
Total . - - 2,154 | 1,439 6,075 4489 
Total value of fishlanded - 23,178 | 30,213 133,323 129,876 
Norg.—The above figuros are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, ) 


| 
| 
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X.—Corron Rerurns.—JunE 1896. 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


[July 1896. 


Return of the Number of Bates of Corron Importep and Exporrezp, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and Returnep to 


Ports during the Month and Six 


Months ended June 1896, 


compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1895. 


| 
Month of Six Months ended 
June | June 
1896. | 1895. | 1896. | 1895. 

No. No. No. No. 
American 68,761 | 772,779 1,370,711 2,056,086 
Brazilian - 2,668 | 8,218 27,519 11,378 
East Indian 21,250 27,724 101,965 41,006 
ptian - 12,083 | 13,018 192,065 192,725 
cellaneous ‘ 3,846 | 5,870 19,777 32,038 
Total * 108,608 | 167,609 1,712,037 | 2,333,233 

Exports 
Amesioan 16,385 24,841 96,200 125,932 
Brazilian - 800 3,690 6,758 
East Indian 3,556 4,335 25,120 18,172 
den 5,321 3,565 53,722 43,923 
Miscellaneous ‘ 1,905 1,335 12,588 14,240 
Total ‘i 27,117 34,876 191,320 209,025 
ForwarbDeEp from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American - 229,579 177,040 1,333,729 1,436,247 
ii 2.656 3,630 27,560 9,650 
East Indian 4 5,229 7,182 27,977 15,140 
15,052 7,409 157,297 141,108 
Miscellaneous . 8,298 4,906 53,892 55,939 
Total 260,814 200,167 1,600,385 | . 7,658,084 
ForwarveEp from INLAND Towns to Ports. 

American 226 299 || 1,451 2,283 

Brazilian - 7 — 

Egyptian 

Miscellaneous - . 45 18 | | 451 430 
Total " 271 317 | 1,962 2,673 


| 122 

| 

q 
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s 


Returns or Imports AND Exports. 


StaTeMENT of the Imports and Exports into and from the 
under-mentioned Counrrigs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Franc = 9;5,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 9,5,d.; Gulden = 
ls. 8d.; Drachma = 9,5,d.; Lew = 9,5,d.; L. Egyptian = 
1Z. Os. 63d. ; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Irorts, 
| || 
_ Aggregate for Period of the 
es Value for the Month, Year, including latestMonth. 
Name of Country. | yonth. | 
1896. 1895. | 1896. 1895. 
i} 
| | 
France May -| Frs. - 341,270,000 | 374,765,000 1,722,357,000 | 7,628,795,000 
Portugal - Jan. -| Milreis- 3,565,000 | 2,477,000 | 


Italy - ° «| May - Lire = 102,539,000 | 99,854,000 472,769,000 455,182,000 
Austria-Hungary -| May ~- | Gulden 61,537,000 | 66,355,000 316,976,000 | 298,869,000 


Greece . -| Feb. - | Drehms. 10,054,000 5,124,000 | 18,083,000 14,925,000 
| 

Bulgaria - - -/ Feb. - | Lew - 3,914,000 2,509,000 | 6,892,000 5,547,000 

Egypt ° - | Mar, - | L. Egypt- 849,000 | 612,000 | 2,221,000 1,815,000 


United States May - | Dollars 56,964,000 66,029,000 || 313,186,000 329,988,000 
British India* | Apr. -| Rupees 6,14,56,472 | 


II.—Exporrts. 
France - May Frs. - 269,277,000 283,026,000 | 1,427,544,000 | 7.358,417,000 
| | 
Portugal - - | Jan. -! Milreis - 2,197,000 1,808,000 | 


Italy - - e|May - | Lire = 93,018,000 | 92,230,000 446,228,000 401,010,000 
Austria-Hungary -| May - | Gulden - 65,677,000 | 67,080,000 302,920,000 288,715,000 
Greece - -| Feb. - > Drchms. 5,018,000 | 3,427,000 10,089,000 9,210,000 
Bulgaria - -| Feb. -| Lew 7,134,000 | 1,481,000 || 13,225,000 6,586,000 


| 
Egypt - Mar. -' L. Egypt - 1,199,000 950,000 4,166,000 3,233,000 
United States - -| May - | Dollars - 66,525,000 | 64,267,000 377,975,000 | 331,897,000 
British India* -| Apr - Rupees 9,80,65,733 | 9,75,52,429 
The above figures are subject to revision in the A l Returns. 


Notr.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case ot 
Bulgaria, the United States, and British India, where the figures are “ “Special” 
means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption ; in the case of exports, exports of 
domestic produce and manufacture only. _ : 

* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April, 
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‘XIL—Foreren Trave or Inpia. 


Imports 1NTO BritisH 


[July 1896. 
‘ 


Month of April. 
I Decrease. 
1895. 1896. 
R. R. R. R. 
1.—Animals, living 10,136 12,960 2,824 
I].—Articles of food and drink — 
Sugar - - 89,45,205 22,08,561 17,36,644 
Other articles - 42,34,197 38,138,777 4,20,420 
| 
IIL.—Metais and manufactures of — | 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated-ware) 13,22,105 2,18,952 - 1,08,153 
Metals - 55,86,023 59,84,843 3,988,820 
Machinery and mili-work 22,05,686 27,80,385 5,74,699 _ 
Rail jant and rolling- 
stock (other than 
ment stores) - - - 14,48,085 24,14,145 9,66,060 
drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials - 17,77,375 18,68,074 90,699 sain 
} 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral - 24,97,593 23,11,459 1,86,134 
Other oils . - - 71,283 | 84,665 18,482 a 
Vi.—Raw materials and uumanu- 
factured articles 43,24,837 42,60,631 64,206 
Vil—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cottonyam- - - -| 2469437 | 34,97,925 | 10,28,488 
Cotton piece goods - -| 1,60,26,891 2,17,60,919 57,34,028 _ 
Otherarticles - - 85,91,604 92,44,176 6,52,572 
Total of all {mports - 5,45,10,407 6,14,56,472 69,46,065 = 


i 
‘124 
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XII.—Foreign Trave or Inp1a—continued. 


Exports from Britisa Inpra. 


Months of April 
Increase. Decrease. 
1895. 1896, 
R. R. 
I.~Animals—living 1,06,146 2,15,853 1,09,707 
{ I.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice - | 1,45,68,345 1,28,19,258 17,49,087 
Wheat 23,47,098 15,59,993 7,87,105 
Tea - - 3,48,725 3,95,714 46,989 
Other articles 68,76,807 79,04,029 | 10,27,222 
Il1.—Metals, and manufactures of - 1,20,449 1,31,975 11,526 - 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials— 
Opium - 63,79,922 83,01,035 19,21,113 . 
Indigo - - 18,43,975 14,87,240 3,56,735 
Other articles: - - 15,00,828 18,78,423 3,78,095 
VI.—Raw materials and anmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton - - - 1,50,90,070 1,95,69,347 44,79,277 - 
Jute - - 43,86,966 41,38,880 2,148,086 
Oilseeds - - - | 1,26,50,669 1,07,76,412 _ 18,74,257 
Other articles - : 88,55,232 78,78,106 _ 9,77,126 
VIL—articles manufactured andj} | 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn - 50,42,278 65,01,247 14,58,969 
Cotten piece goods - - 12,40,762 12,87,313 46,551 _ 
Other articles - 1,14,81,548 87,52,449 26,79,099 
Total of all exports - | 9,35,49,899 9,44,29,795 8,79,896 


. 
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XXII.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 
ANNvuAL SERIES, 

Reports of the Annual Series, 1896, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 


Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. |] No. Place. Price. 
1657 | Réunion - -| 1d. |] 1704 | Stockholm - -| 2d. 
1658 | Tokio ey - | 14d. 1705 | Corunna - - - 2d. 
1659 | Maranham -| 1d. 1706 | Rio de Janeiro - 2kd. 
1660 | Copenhagen - -| ld. 1707 | San Jose - -| 1d. 
1661 | Berlin - - -| lid. 1708 | Paramaribo - -| 2d. 
1662 | Tehran - -| 2 1709 | Brest . - | 1dd. 
1663 | Salonica - - | lgd. 1710 | Montevideo - = te d. 
1664 | Manila - - d, 1711 | Charleston - - | 23d. 
1665 | Florence - - i 1712 | Baltimore - - 1d. 
1666 | Dakar - ° 1713 Tripoli - 1d. 
1667 | Havre - . -| 2d. 1714 | Callao - -| 3d. 
1668 | Rouen -| 2d 1715 | Ningpo 
1669 | Corfu - | Dunkirk - - | 1}d. 
1670 | Calais - =) 1717 | Batoum - -| 2d. 
1671 | Tehran - - -| lid. 1718 | Hankow - - | Idd. 
1672 | Barcelona - -| 2d. 1719 | Foochow - - ata. 
1673 | Amsterdam = - -| id. |] 1720 | Syra - -| da. 
1674 | Bordeaux - - | 23d. 1721 | Panama - ae iar d, 
1675 | Warsaw -| 1d. 1722 | Batavia - | 
1676 | Havana - - | lid. 1723 | Genca - - | 8d. 
1677 | Berlin - -| 1d. 1724 | Cagliari - | 
1678 | Beira - -| 14d. 1725 | Chicago - - | 7$d. 
1679 | Saigon - 1726 Trieste - - 1d. 
1680 | Trebizond - - 1d. 1727 | Hakodate - 1d. 
1681 | VeraCruz - - | lid. 1728 | Mannheim - - 1d. 
1682 | Patras - ~ - 1d. 1729 | Panama - - 1d. 
1683 | La Rochelle - - | dd. 1730 | Caracas - -| Wd. 
1684 | Madrid - - - | lgd. 1731 | Riga - - | 62d. 
1685 | Belgrade - -| 2d. 1732 | Tokio = - - | 1gd. 
1686 | Algiers - - - 5d. 1733 | Tainan - - - ld. 
1687 | Galveston - - | 23d. 1734 | Portland . - 3d. 
1688 | New Orleans - - 2d. 1735 | Fiume - - - | 13d. 
1689 | Suakin - - 1d. 1736 | Taganrog - - -~] 24. 
1690 | Pernambuco’ - - ld. 1737 | Swatow . - ld. 
1691 | Guatemala - - | Idd. 1738 | Chungking = - - | lid. 
1692 | Guayaquil - - ld. 1739 | Angora - - | 1éd. 
16938 | Wenchow - -| Id. 1740 | Shanghai- - -|2 
1694 | Pireus - - -| 8d 1741 | Bilbao - - - | 33d. 
1695 | Tokio - - 3d. 1742 | Tahiti - - - | 1§d. 
1696 | Marseilles - - 1d. 1743 | New Caledonia - - | 1§d. 
1697 | Manila - -| 1d. |] 1744 | Amoy -| 14d. 
1698 | Jerusalem - -| 1d. 1745 | Ichang - - -| 1d. 
1699 | Cherbourg - -| 2d. 1746 | Berlin - - | 1d. 
1700 | Leghorn - - | 13d. 1747 | Rio de Janeiro - ~- | 53d. 
1701 | Boston -| id. |] 1748 | PortoRico - ~-| id. 
1702 | Kiungchow - - 1d. 1749 | Montevideo - - iid. 
1703 | Naples - - | 23d. 


| , 
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The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 


List or DieLtomatic AND ConsuLarR REerorts—cont. 


the above-mentioned sources :— 


127. 


Price. 
887 | Portugal.—Report on the East Coast Route to Mashonaland - 1d. 
888 | Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Iron in 
the Betler Ironworks in Hungary bd. 
389 | Belgium.—Report on the Output of vom, im, ond Steel in 
Belgium in 1894-95 ti - id. 
890 | Japan.—Report on the Railways of Japan (with Plans) - | 183d. 
391 | Egypt.—Report on the Relations of Goons 
and Egypt - 
392 | Germany.—Report on the Wine Trade of Germany, 1893-95 - 1d. 
393 | Mexico.—Report on the Cultivation of Coffee in Mexico -— 1d. 
334 | Switzerland.—Report on the various Institutions and Agri- 
cultural Development of Switzerland - - -| Id. 
395 | Germany.—Report on the Reduction of 
for Conl from the Silesian Mines | - ad. 
396 | Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Treatment of Habitual 
Drunkards in Austria and the “ Curate.” Procedure - 3d. 
397 | Brazil—Report on the Productions, Commerce, and Finances 
of the States of Amazonas and Para - - - ahd. 
398 


Portugal.—Report on the Port and Railway of Lorengo 
Marques - - 


- 


q 
| | 2d. 
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XXIIL—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may he purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Ilarding 


LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE, EITC. REPORTS. (July 1896. 


Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


ANNUAL. 


Colony. 


No. | 


Colony. 


47 
48 
49 
50 
$1 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
23 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 


British Bechuanaland 
Malta - - 


Gibraltar - 
Falkland Islands 
ward Islands 


§ 
I 
British Guiana 
Zululand - 

Mauritius - 


Lagos - 
Straits Settlements - 


St. Helena 

Sierra Leone 

Trinidad and’ Tobago 

7 an 
Newfoundland 

British New Guines 

] - 

] Honduras 
Turks ~y Caicos Islands 
Gibralta - 
Leeward 
Bahamas 


Trinidad and Tobago 


bi 

Straits Settiements 
Grenada - 
Barbados 
st. Vincent - 
—s 


Paikland Islands 
Coast 


British Guiana - - 
Newfoundland - 
Jamaica - 

Victoria - 
Bermuda - 

Gainbia 

Hong Kong 


St. Vincent - 
| Gibraltar - 


| Bahamas 


Turks and Caicos Islands 


British Honduras - 
[rinidad and Tobago 
Falkland Islands - 
wines - - 
Maurit - 
Straits ‘Settlements 


Sierra Leone 
British Bechuanaland 
British New Guinea 


British Guiana 


| Jamaica - 
Newfoundland 
Gold Coas 


] 


Barbados - - - 
and Caicos Islands 
Gambia 
Windward Islands ~ 
Trinidad and Tobago 


Gibraltar - 
Falkland Islands - 


Hong Kong - 
Strait Settlements 
Lagos 
Seychelles 

i 


Lab 

Gold Coast 

British ‘;uiana 

Sierra Leone - 

Jamaica - - 

British Honduras - 

British Bechuanaland 

Newfoundland - 
mbia - - - 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Subject. 


Economic Agriculture. 

d Botany. 
xeology and Bo 

Advautages to Emigrants, 


| 
| 
ig 
if |_| | | Year. | Year. 
| 
/1890 andj 109 aa 
» il ” 
and] } 11 alta - 
» |} 1s | 
| - ng | 
” 121 ” 
” 122 | uan 
Lg Ceylon 123 Basutoland - | 1893-94 
Natal - | 1891-92] 124 | St.Lucia | 1998 
dt | 1891 126 | Ceylon - - - a 
1891-92] 128 | Grenada - | a 
1891 129 | 
i 130 | | 1898-94 
1891-92 1892-93 
1891 131 | -{ and 
1893-94 
1891 133 | 1893-94 
1890 135 | 1893 
137 | Zululand - | 1894 
” 140 | ” 
i ” 141 
| 148 ” 
” 149 | | 
Basutoland - 1892-93 | | 150 
| - - 1892 151 
Zululand ” 152 | 1894-95 
i Mauritius - é 1533 | 1894 
Labuan - - - 154 | St. Helena 
British Honduras 155 | Ceylon - 
Lagos - - - |» 156 | Mauritius 
i Sierra Leone - 157 | 
Fiji - | 158 
| Rodrigues - - 159 1894-95; 
| 160 1894 
100 | | 1802-93] | 161 | 1894-95 
101 162 | 1894 
102 | 63 | | 1894-05 
103 | | 1892-98] | 164 | 1894 
i 104 | 1892 |} 165 1895 
105 | 1893 
106 ! » | 
No. | Colony. | 
} p 1 Gold Coast - - - - - 
a 2 Zululand - 
3 Sierra Leone - - 
Canala - - - - 
| 


